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Introduction 


A church is composed of a house of worship and those who 
worship in it; each without the other is only half itself. It is in this 
dual sense that the word has been used in this history—a church and 
its people, one and indivisible. The book is both a narrative and a 
record, each of which is necessary and important in its own right and 
cannot be omitted without lessening the value of the volume. 

The history also has a twofold purpose—to record and make 
available the salient facts in the life of Court Street Church during 
the past one hundred years, and through a reading of the book to 
deepen and intensify our love for the church and thereby increase 
not only our willingness but also our desire to serve it in any way 
we can. It is therefore fundamentally a history of, by, and for Court 
Street members and will hence have only a limited interest for those 
who are not members. I have quoted freely from the earlier records 
and writings not only to give an air of authenticity to the narrative 
but also to recapture as far as possible the flavor and atmosphere of 
our church life in the latter part of the last century. There occasion- 
ally appear in the minutes and have been quoted in the text quaint 
forms of expression which lend a touch of mild humor to what must 
of necessity be a somewhat dry and dull narrative. 

Lack of space has necessitated the omission of much material that 
would have been of both value and interest, and the names that 
deserve mention are so numerous that I have reluctantly been forced 
to choose from among them. Since a choice of some sort had to be 
made—all the officers, stewards, trustees, and teachers of all the 
organizations during the past one ‘hundred years could not conceiv- 
ably have been included—I have, in an attempt at impartiality, chosen 
to stress the years of the beginning, the quarter centennial, the semi- 
centennial, the diamond jubilee, and the centennial. 

“A policeman’s lot is not a happy one” nor is that of a pioneer, 
whether he be a frontiersman or a historian. He is of necessity 
thrown almost entirely upon his own resources. There are no trails 
or beaten paths which he can follow; he has to find his way alone 
and unaided. The church records are incomplete and not always 
accurate; for instance, there are no Quarterly Conference reports for 
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1876-1906 and half of the Wesley Guild minutes and of the Sunday 
School reports are missing. The only histories of the church that 
have been written are brief sketches of a few pages in length that 
have appeared in church Bulletins celebrating such events as the 
semi-centennial anniversary, the diamond jubilee, and the dedication 
of the educational building. I am indebted to the unknown authors 
of these sketches for providing me with a starting point for the 
present history; without them my work would have been much 
more difficult. 

Even the records that exist are often meager in the information 
that they provide; in fact it would not be far from the truth to say 
that they are often as remarkable for what they omit as for what 
they include. Much of the material of the history has necessarily 
been obtained from personal recollections and reminiscences, scrap- 
books, articles in the Richmond Christian Advocate and the Virginia 
Methodist Advocate, newspaper clippings, and church bulletins. Un- 
der these circumstances it is not surprising that inaccuracies and 
errors will be found despite all that could be done to prevent them. 
The church office will welcome the reporting of any errors of either 
omission Or commission in the book; such reports should be made 
to Mrs. Edward F. Churchill, Church Secretary, Court Street Metho- 
dist Church, Lynchburg, Virginia. In extenuation of all such I can 
but plead with Chaucer at the end of his Prologue: 

Also I prey yow to foryeve it me, 
Al have I nat set folk in hir degree 


Heere in this tale, as that they sholde stonde; 
My wit is short, ye may wel understonde. 


Any history of the church would be incomplete without a deserved 
tribute to the proneer work of Mr. W. C. Garvin, Church Historian 
for many years, who carefully collected and preserved the official 
records of the church and various historical data relating to it. His 
work was ably supplemented and after his death continued by Miss 
Annie Lind Forsberg, a lifelong member of the church, Church 
Secretary for twenty-six years, and at present Church Hostess. Her 
knowledge of events and persons connected with the church, her in- 
tense interest in the writing of the history, and her ever-readiness to 
assist 1n every possible way lhave been invaluable—as has also the 
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service which Mrs. John M. Oakey has rendered in connection with 
data concerning the Sunday School. 


The names of all those who have helped me are far too numerous 
for individual mention. They have given me freely of their time, 
have patiently answered my inquiries, have furnished me with ma- 
terial which could not have been obtained elsewhere, and have made 
many helpful suggestions, all of which has been as gratefully re- 
ceived as it was gladly and generously given. The church as well as 
myself is deeply indebted to them. Special mention should, however, 
be made of Miss Josephine Thornhill, President of the Woman's 
Society of Christian Service, who, though already doing far more 
than her share of church work, contributed the chapter on the work 
of the organization of which she is president; of Mrs. Alsen D. 
Thomas who typed the final copy of the manuscript as her by no 
means small contribution to the Hzstory; of Mrs. J. Frank West 
from whom came most of the material concerning the Wesley Guild; 
of Mr. Barney E. Reeves of Emory University who secured for me 
the photograph of Bishop Early’s portrait; of Mrs. Edward F. 
Churchill for the varied aid which only a Church Secretary could 
render; and of my wife who has helped me many times in many ways 
throughout the writing of the book. I wish also to express my 
appreciation of the assistance of Mr. August Dietz, Jr. to whose good 
judgment and good-will the format of the book owes much. 
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I 
Methodism in Lynchburg 


HISTORY 


The first Methodist preaching in Lynchburg by an ordained minis- 
ter was probably done by that “prophet of the long road,” Bishop 
Francis Asbury, who with Bishop Richard Whatcoat and William 
McKendree, the first Presiding Elder to visit this section, rode into 
the new settlement of Lynchburg in September 1800. “The Presiding 
Elder’s District over which William McKendree must travel extended 
over fifteen hundred miles, embracing Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. His salary for the first year was 
a handsome sum of $20 and that of the second year $40.25.”* 

Bishop Asbury has left in his Joxrnal the following account of 
his visit to Lynchburg: “We rode from New Glasgow to Lbg., 20 mi. 
Samuel Mitchell had dinner prepared for the preachers at Mr. 
Miller’s. I preached in Mason’s Hall (a warm day & place) on 
Titus, II:12.” Mason’s Hall was at the corner of Church and 
Eleventh Streets; here he ordained Samuel K. Jennings, who had 
been a teacher in New London Academy, to the ministry of the 
Methodist Church. But even two years before the coming of Asbury 
and Whatcoat, Samuel Mitchell, who was a local preacher, was 
preaching every second Sunday at what is now the Point of Honor 
playground on Cabell Street. In 1802 he organized the first Metho- 
dist Society in Judge William Daniel’s house on Daniel’s Hill, a 
bluff overlooking the James River below what is now Cabell Street. 
Its first members were Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mitchell, Mrs. Barnal, 
Mrs. Mary Rohr, and George Sullivan. 

The founder of Methodism in Lynchburg was Rev. Stith Mead, 
who was born at New London in 1767 and entered the Virginia 
Conference in 1792. “He wielded the sword of the spirit with tell- 
ing effect. The natural resentment of stricken consciences followed 
his preaching. He encountered tremendous persecution. He was fe- 
viled, maligned, and even threatened with flogging. The epithets of 


* Rev. J. W. Pearson, “Founding Fathers of Lynchburg Methodism,” Richmond 
Christian Advocate, October 13, 1938. 
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‘hypocrite, maniac, contemptible wretch, brawler, dirty dog, and 
devil’ were hurled at him. But none of these things moved the 
founder of Lynchburg Methodism to stoop in cowardly submission 
or stop his labors for his Lord... . 

‘After many years of faithful and successful service in founding 
and sustaining Methodism, Stith Mead died in the faith and was 
buried in the Mead graveyard on Wright’s Shop Road in Amherst 
County near Madison Heights. His gravestone bears this inscription: 
‘In memory of Rev. Stith Mead. Born, September 25, 1767, died, 
August 1, 1834. He was formerly a member of the Virginia Con- 
ference.’ One of the most interesting memorial stones which should 
be preserved by Methodist folk is the Mead prayer rock, not far from 
the old Mead farm and near what was once Mead Chapel. This stone 
is a great protruding boulder on one of the sloping hillsides in the 
weeds and underbrush. It is known as the prayer and fasting place 
of the beloved Stith Mead. On the top of the stone these words 
appear: S. MEAD. FAsT AND Pray TO Gop.’’* 

Associated with Stith Mead was Lorenzo Dow, who came with 
his wife Peggy to Lynchburg in 1802. He recorded in his diary: 
“Lynchburg is a deadly place for the worship of God. I consider it 
the seat of Satan’s kingdom’’; and in his preaching he denounced 
“the godless thabits of many of the citizens.” He conducted in 1804 
the first camp meeting to be held in these parts, as a result of which 
there were fifty accessions to the Methodist Society. 

Despite the wickedness of the city, or perhaps because of it, the 
Dows returned to Lynchburg. “This is explained in the words of 
Peggy Dow herself—the frail but ‘heroic soul who married this freak 
and followed him over two continents in a day when it took a bold 
woman to be the wife of a homeless, penniless, wandering circuit- 
tider whose horse grazed on the banks of the Mississippi one year 
and tramped through the hills of New England the next. Peggy 
writes in her journal: ‘I was anxious to get to Lynchburg, as we had 
some thoughts of striving to get a small house built there that we 
could have as a retreat in case of necessity; Lorenzo still expecting 
to travel and preach as long as his strength would permit, but the 
Providence of God seemed not to favor this design... . We will 
continue to go as we have done, without house and home, and leave 
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the event in the hands of Providence, knowing that we have been 
provided for all our lives from a never failing source.’’’* 

On December 2, 1805, a lot for the building of the First Metho- 
dist Meeting House in Lynchburg was purchased from George and 
Sally Sullivan for fifty-two pounds sterling. The Trustees were Stith 
Mead, Samuel Jennings, William Heath, Thomas Wiatt, William P. 
Martin, George Sullivan, William Blake, James Fox, and John 
Schoolfield. The lot was located between Tenth and Eleventh Streets 
on what was then known as Third Street, afterwards changed to 
Church Street. On January 6, 1806, the Trustees authorized the 
erection of a building “36 ft. x 46 ft., 2 stories high, with a gallery 
to provide for the colored members.”’ This church, which was known 
as Third Street Church, can thus be regarded as the “Mother Church 
of Methodism” in Lynchburg. It was completed in the fall of 1806, 
but the small congregation hhad difficulty meeting the payments on 
the debt of $3,000 which it cost, despite the fact that Stith Mead 
pledged his property that the work might go forward. The hurriedly 
constructed building became dilapidated and unfit for use before the 
last dollar of this debt was paid.” The first Methodist Conference 
in Lynchburg was held in this building in 1804. Reports showed 
that the preachers’ salaries were $798.12 in arrears; none received 
more than $100 a year.t 

In 1811 the Third Street Church ceased to be a part of a circuit 
and was made a “station appointment.”’ The original building was 
torn down in 1814 and a better building erected in its place on 
Third Street at what is now 1011-13 Church Street. The bell in this 
church was presented to the Methodist Society by the ladies of 
Lynchburg in 1815: it later became the bell of Centenary Church. 
In 1858, the congregation having decided to build a new church, the 
old one was sold to the “Sons of Temperance on condition that it be 
used only for meetings, lectures, and literary and scientific entertain- 
ments; it was named Holcombe Hall in honor of that zealous apostle 
of temperance, Captain Thomas A. Holcombe” and stands today con- 
verted into apartments and business offices. The new church was 
built on the opposite side of the street at a cost of $17,000; its 


* J. M. Rowland, “Methodism in Lynchburg,’ Richmond Christian Advocate, 
October 11, 1924. 

+ The information in this and the following paragraphs has been mainly de- 
rived from a pencilled note in the church archives and the ‘‘Historical Sketches’ 
in certain church Bulletins, especially in that of March 12, 1944. 
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corner-stone was laid on April 6, 1858, and the dedication sermon 
was preached on May 2, 1859. The name was changed to Centenary 
and the church was in constant use until the merger of Centenary 
and Rivermont congregations in the new church, also called Cen- 
tenary, at the corner of Rivermont Avenue and Marshall Street. 

In 1828 several families withdrew from the Third Street Church 
and organized a new church called the Reformed Methodist Church, 
which later became the Methodist Protestant Church. They erected a 
building in Church Street on the site now occupied by the First 
Methodist Church. As late as 1853 the Lynchburg District included 
the counties of Campbell, Cumberland, Amherst, Appomattox, Buck- 
ingham, Rockbridge, Nelson, and Bedford, and the towns of Lynch- 
burg, Staunton, Lexington, and Buffalo Mission. 


PRESIDING ELDERS AND DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE 
LYNCHBURG DISTRICT 


Presiding Elders 


William B. Rowzie..... 1850-1854 Paul Whitehead....... 1898-1902 
Hartwell H. Gary..... 1854-1856 James C. Reed........ 1902-1906 
Leonidas Rosser. ...... 1856-1858 Joseph W. Shackford. . .1906-1909 
George W. Langhorne. .1858-1862 T. McN. Simpson..... 1909-1912 
Peters An Peterson) it: 1862-1866 W. H. Edwards....... 1912-1916 
Alexander G. Brown. ..1867-1870 W. T. Green......... 1916-1920 
Henry B. Cowles...... 1870-1874 T. McN. Simpson ..... 1920-1924 
John D. Blackwell..... 1874-1878 B. F. Lipscomb........ 1924-1928 
David (PO NUANS Gone 1878-1882 J. Franklin Carey...... 1928-1932 
J. Powell Garland..... 1882-1886 J. Callaway Robertson. .1932-1933 
Paul Whitehead....... 1886-1890 Thomas Rosser Reeves. .1933-1937 
J. Powell Garland..... 1890-1894 Hawes P. Clarke....... 1937-1942 
Oscar Littleton........ 1894-1898 


District Superintendents 
COCs NBA We uae Sete de lola 1942-1948 Thomas F, Carroll....... 1948- 


SESSIONS OF THE VIRGINIA CONFERENCE IN LYNCHBURG 


Date Presiding Bishop Secretary 
Februaty, (18082... 2 ss. Prangis PASpuryan ck hes eeis wie tele T. L. Douglas 
February, 91815...) 104 William McKendree ......... John Early 


March LB2S Need aoe Enoch 4560tpe i aura cts b eleha lon John Early 
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Date Presiding Bishop Secretary 
FooiMatyyS S29 eee ts Robert’ Rei Roberts) ea as John Early 
Pepmiatrys 1183 5 Wa.) re TOonnt Emory ey. wine he's ites ter John Early 
January, 1841.02.02" 402 Dihomase Ags Morris. 4') i440. John Early 
November, 1844....... JOshUa pOOULC aM adie trae John Early 
Octobers 1355 Merws.ve: Roberty Pathe cine velo nu, J. D. Coulling 
November, 1859....... Oath LSE dd Sane 700 ie eet J. D. Coulling 
November, 1864....... Rev. William A. Smitht...... Paul Whitehead 
November, 1870....... COE vos a RictCe ie Muna cer Paul Whitehead 
November (187i a... Dayidns wloOg Sette rt. car. Paul Whitehead 
November, 1884....... VOUTMS UW KeCher varia lic te wily wt Paul Whitehead 
November, 1890....... Robert K. Hargrove.......... Paul Whitehead 
November, 1896....... William Ww a uncanin a fe!, Paul Whitehead 
November, 1904....... Alpheusow Walson. (0). of... Paul Whitehead 
November, 1912....... Alpheus Ws Wilson)... 02.0%: S. S. Lambeth 
Movember wlOl 7. sot Binbypec  Pam LOSS te aur a aia B. F. Lipscomb 
OC OPC ULO ZS Alt, shar. Bie, Collins: Dennyarain tsar a tans! B. F. Lipscomb 
Oct-Nov 193125. 6 2) BdwatdoD  Mouzon it) Soa 2). B. F. Lipscomb 
Chonoet oh O34 uni es. Edward D. Mouzon.......... R. M. White 
October, 1938......... Walhiam: W) Péelesd) 9.) )sh..0 R. M. White 
Octopersi O41 o) ou .  Williamy W Peelese. hia. R. M. White 
Octobensnl 944 heh ke Witham W.) Peelewats. viele 2 R. M. White 


Octoper) 1946. xcs 2! Wil aT WWie Poe lene acute stati. R. M. White 


* This conference was the first to be held in Court Street Church. 
+ No bishop available. 


II 
The Two Churches 


THE OLD CHURCH 


During the pastorate of Rev. George W. Langhorne at Third 
Street Church (1849-50) the membership grew to such an extent 
that families were no longer able to worship together; the children 
had to sit around the chancel. An additional Methodist church was 
therefore planned, and a group of men led by Rev. John Early 
undertook to raise the money for it. Rev. John Early, who more than 
any one else deserves to be known as the founder of Court Street, 
joined the Methodist Church in 1804 under Rev. Stith Mead and 
was admitted on trial to the traveling connection by Bishop Asbury 
in 1808 at the first Methodist conference held in Lynchburg. In 
1809 lhe was ordained a deacon by Bishop Asbury; in 1811 he was 
made an elder by Bishop McKendree; and in 1854 at the General 
Conference at Cleveland, Ohio, he was elected a bishop. 


He died at his home in Lynchburg at the corner of Seventh and 
Court Streets, diagonally across from Court Street Church, on No- 
vember 5, 1873. Some years ago the house was taken down piece 
by piece and carefully reconstructed at the corner of Briarwood Street 
and Peakland Place, where it is now used as a residence. The funeral 
services were conducted at Court Street on November 7 by the 
Reverends H. B. Cowles, R. N. Sledd, W. H. Christian, A. G. 
Brown, W. E. Judkins, and James A. Duncan; the burial was in 
Spring Hill Cemetery, which he had helped to found. “As a mark 
of respect the schools were suspended; the stores, the post-office, and 
other places were closed; the bells tolled and the church was draped 
in mourning.” 

Rey. John Early was “Lynchburg’s most outstanding contribution 
to ecclesiastical history” and one of her most distinguished citizens 
not only in the field of religion but in many others as well. “So 
wide was his fame that he was offered the governorship of the 
Illinois and later the Arkansas territories, and President Tyler asked 
him to be his comptroller of the currency.”* Though he had always 


* Lynchburg News, October 11, 1936. 
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been intensely interested in the Negro race—his first preaching ex- 
perience had been to slaves owned by Thomas Jefferson—it is prob- 
able that he would have been made a bishop as early as 1832 had it 
not been for the fact that he owned slaves. He was widely known 
as an evangelist. It was said of him that “he travelled more, con- 
vetted more souls, and received more people into the church than, 
any of his contemporaries.”” He is also reported to have converted a 
thousand people at a single week-long camp meeting. 

In 1850, the money for the new church having been raised, fifty- 
six members withdrew from Third Street Church, formed a new 
Methodist Society, and erected a building at “the junction of Fourth 
Street and Third Alley’ on a lot purchased for $1,000 from ‘‘Jesse 
Hare and Catharine Hare, his wife,’ the deed to which is dated 
January 25, 1850, and is made to the following trustees: John Early, 
Richard G. Morris, John M. Warwick, Ambrose B. Rucker, John T. 
Davis, George G. Curle, and John Long, “upon trust that they shall 
build, erect or cause to be erected or built thereon a church or place 
of divine worship for the use of the members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South.” This church was first called Fourth Street 
Station, but the name was changed to Court Street Station when 
Fourth Street was changed to Court Street. The first appearance of 
the words “Court Street Church” in the records occurs in the minutes 
of the Quarterly Conference for December 28, 1860. 


Founders 
Mrs. Paulina Acree Mr. George G. Curle 
Miss Caroline Acree Mrs. Susan Curle 
Mrs. Mary Adams Mrs. Margaret Davis 
Mrs. Ann Caswell Anderson Rev. John Early 
Mrs. Mary Anthony Mrs. Elizabeth Early 
Major James Benagh Miss Caroline Edwards 
Mrs. Elizabeth Benagh Miss Bettie Fretwell 
Mrs. Sarah Benagh Mrs. Sarah Garland 
Mrs. Henrietta Boyd Mrs. Ann Elizabeth Gregory 
Mr. James L. Brown Mr. Robert H. Glass 
Mrs. Lucy Brown Mrs. Bettie Christian Glass 
Mrs. Mary Virginia Brown Mrs. Catherine Hare 
Miss Margaret Burton Mrs. Mary Holcombe 
Mr. Edward D. Christian Miss Cornelia Hunt 


Mrs, Cornelia Christian Mr. Granville Jordan 
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Mrs. Sarah Jordan 

Mrs. Ann Kyle 

Mrs. Virginia Lavinder 
Mr. John Long 

Mrs. John Long 

Mrs. Joseph Marsh 

Mr. Robert Mays 

Mrs. Maria Mays 

Mrs. Caroline F. R. Morgan 
Mr. Richard G. Morris 
Mrs. Richard G. Morris 
Mrs. Lucy W. Otey 

Mr. John Oyler 

Dr. John H. Patteson 
Mrs. Grace Ann Patteson 
Mr. Ambrose B. Rucker 


Mrs. Panthea Salmon 
Mrs. Ann M. Saunders 
Mr. William L. Saunders 
Mrs. Mary Saunders 

Mr. Henry O. Schoolfteld 
Mr. James Schoolfield 
Dr. John H. Seay 

Mrs. Elvira Seay 

Mrs. Lucy Shinn 

Mr. Nathan Thurman 


Miss Sarah Willie Thurman 


Mrs. Ann Norvell Warwick 
Mrs. Caroline Warwick 
Mrs. Sarah J. Weidemeyer 
Mr. Jehu Williams 

Miss Hettie Row Williams 


Mrs. Catherine Rucker 
Mr. George M. Rucker 
Mrs. Sarah Jane Rucker 


Miss Mary Eleanor Williams 
Miss Josephine Williams 
Mrs. Martha Ann Wright 


There are several lists of the founders of varying length and 
contents. All of them contain more than fifty-six names; the list 
given above is a composite one. 

It is noteworthy that forty-eight of the sixty-nine founders were 
women or in round figures three-fourths of the total number— 
“Never underestimate the power of a woman, ” especially in the work 
of the church! There is a legend that one of the reasons for the 
withdrawal of the fifty-six members from Third Street Church to 
found Fourth Street Church was the desire to have an organ in the 
church. There may possibly be a connection between this legend and 
the feminine preponderance among the founders, but be that as it 
may, it is nevertheless true that the new church from the beginning 
used an organ in their services. 

The first organ was a melodeon type given by Miss Carrie War- 
wick. On April 19, 1866, the second pipe organ in the city was 
used in the service at Court Street Church. The plan to include an 
organ in the new building called forth the following remarkable 
entry in the minutes of the Quarterly Conference of the Third Street 
Church: ‘‘Fifty-six members have withdrawn from this church to 
build one up on the hill to serve the devil in,” which calls to mind 
an early Methodist bishop who is reported to have said that he hoped 
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he would ‘‘never live to see one of these abominations to the Lord 
{organ} in a Methodist church.” 

That the new church bore no ill will toward the old one is shown 
by the fact that one of the first acts of the Board of Stewards of the 
Fourth Street Church was to offer to the Sabbath School of the Third 
Street Church the use of part of their basement room if they so de- 
sired. Furthermore, on November 15, 1854, the Board resolved 
“That it is the wish of this official Body to have an interchange of 
Pulpits with the Pastor of 3rd Street Church.” 

The first regular meeting of the trustees of Fourth Street Church 
was held March 8, 1850, at the office of John M. Warwick. Rev. 
John Early was elected President and A. B. Rucker, Secretary and 
Treasurer. R. G. Morris and George G. Curle were appointed ‘‘to 
contract for and superintend the excavation necessary for the edifice 
on the church lot.” Messrs. Early, Morris and Warwick were ap- 
pointed a committee to invite bids for the erection of the new church. 
On April 11, 1850, “Mr. Curle presented his proposal and speci- 
fications for building the contemplated church,” which were approved 
by the Board. The building, a brick structure with a ground floor 
basement and an auditorium above it, cost about $19,000; it was 
dedicated on June 29, 1851, even though it had not at that time been 
entirely completed or paid for. To provide for the debt contracted in 
the erection of the church, the trustees appraised the pews at an 
amount sufficient ‘“‘to pay off the original cost and leave a surplus 
to be apportioned to the construction of the contemplated Portico 
and other embellishments as may be determined upon.” (Q. C., 
October 22, 1853.) 

The pews were offered for sale at the appraised value or to the 
highest bidder above the said value. The scale of prices ranged from 
$100 to $355 per pew; the total amount derived from the sale was 
$10,425. Deeds for the pews purchased were drawn up in due 
order between the purchaser and the trustees of the church. Bishop 
John Early in 1859 paid $105 for his pew, which was to be held by 
“his heirs and assigns forever.” The trustees of the church reported 
to the Quarterly Conference of October 30, 1858, that “they are 
indebted on the church edifice a balance of $10,099 for which they 
hold good interest-bearing notes for $8,725 and subscriptions from 
good parties sufficient to pay off the whole debt.’ In order to defray 
the current expenses of the church each owner of a pew was required 
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to pay an annual rental fee of not more than ten percent of the 
appraised value of the pew. A collector was appointed to collect 
these fees, for which he was allowed a commission of three percent 
on all sums collected. The office of collector was continued until the 
pew rent was abolished. Certain pews were set apart as Free Pews; 
seats were also supplied for those unable to pay for them. There are 
from the beginning frequent references in the minutes to the sale 
and rental of the pews many of them being concerned with the 
difficulties connected therewith. There are also continual references 
to the change of ownership of the pews and their assignment and 
reassignment, until they were declared free in May 1894. 

At the second meeting of the Board in 1851 “it was resolved that 
G. G. Curle and A. B. Rucker be requested to contract with the 
sexton, Wyatt, for his compensation for his services, who reported 
to the same meeting an agreement with Wyatt’s master or agent that 
they had secured the sexton’s services from that date to the first of 
January 1852, at $12 per month.” Since in subsequent references 
the Secretary is requested to “hire Wyatt of Bishop Early’’ and since 
the Treasurer always paid Bishop Early ‘for Wyatt’s hire,’ it would 
seem that Wyatt was a slave of Bishop Early’s. His salary in 1867 
was $352. In the later years of his tenure, payments were made to 
“Wyatt and Son,” the latter of whom “blew” the organ. He was 
succeeded in 1870 by John Burton, who was in turn succeeded in 
1874 by Patrick Langhorne, who served until 1901. When the old 
church was torn down he salvaged its lock and key and the handle 
of the organ bellows; these are now in the possession of his daughter, 
Mrs. Virginia M. Randolph of this city. 

The church was dedicated on Sunday, June 29, 1851. The morn- 
ing sermon was preached by Rev. John Early, the afternoon sermon 
by the pastor, Rev. George W. Langhorne, and the night sermon by 
Rev. John C. Granbery, who later became a bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. The first Board of Stewards was composed 
of Richard G. Morris, Ambrose B. Rucker, William L. Saunders, 
James L. Brown, Edward D. Christian, and George G. Curle. The 
pastor’s annual salary was fixed at $1,400 and that of the sexton at 
$12 per month. The following year these were increased to $1,500 
and $14. 


The church began with a membership of about sixty and the Sun- 
day School had about the same number of scholars. The officials of 
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Fourth Street Church in 1856 were as follows: Rev. Nelson Head, 
Pastor; Rev. John Long, Local Elder; Stewards: A. B. Rucker, H. O. 
Schoolfield, Wm. L. Saunders, George C. Curle, H. D. Flood, Ed- 
ward D. Christian; Trustees: Bishop John Early, George G. Curle, 
Rev. John Long, John T. Davis, John M. Warwick, R. G. Morris; 
Class Leaders: Robert Mays, Fred Mays, James Keaghy, Jacob H. 
Robinson. 

Since there were but few churches for colored people before the 
War Between the States, it was not unusual to find a small number 
of colored members on the roll of the white churches. These were 
for the most part slaves and sat in the gallery; as has been noted, the 
first Methodist church in the city was built ‘‘with a gallery to provide 
for the colored members.” It is said that once during a revival 
service Bishop Early pointed his finger directly at a slave sitting in 
the left gallery and shouted, ‘Jake, you black rascal, come down 
here and let me pray for your sinful soul!’’ It is not on record that 
Jake heeded the admonition. 

Court Street from its beginning took an especial interest in tts 
colored members, for among the church officials for the year 1856 
was “John Oyler, Superintendent of the Colored Congregation.” In 
March 1859 Mr. Oyler and Edgar Whitehead were appointed “‘to 
wait on the citizens of Lynchburg and vicinity to ascertain what 
prospect there would be for obtaining subscriptions to buy a church 
for the negroes of the 4th Street congregation.” In December of 
that year the Third Street Church and the Fourth Street Church 
planned to codperate in securing a missionary to minister to the 
colored people in their charge, but the plan seems to have fallen 
through, for no further mention is made of it. The money which 
Messrs. Oyler and Whitehead collected was turned over to Mr. Oyler 
‘to use as he saw fit.” Apparently he used it to found a Court Street 
Colored Mission, for there are in the minutes of the Quarterly Con- 
ference references to the successful operation of such a mission during 
the years 1862-66 under the direction of Rev. Joseph Crowder, the first 
missionary. At the Quarterly Conference of November 7, 1864, he 
reported that “A gracious revival of religion commenced some 4 
months ago and is still in progress; 49 have found peace by believing 
in Christ and many more are still seeking; 29 have been taken in 
full connection since the last annual report, making a total of 240. 
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Twenty-three have joined on probation;* 26 adults and 23 infants 
have been baptized.” 

It was inevitable that the confusion and unrest in the nation pre- 
ceding the War Between the States should be reflected in the church. 
Little attention was paid to the meeting of the Virginia Conference 
which was held in Lynchburg on November 16, 1859, wih Bishop 
Early presiding. In the words of the record, “it was a gloomy time, 
for the question of secession was before the people and mass meet- 
ings and speaking were the order of the day.” About a year later 
President Buchanan set aside January 4, 1861, as a day for national 
fasting and prayer, which was observed by all the churches in the 
city. Dr. John E. Edwards conducted the services at Court Street. 

The Rifle Grays and the Home Guard were ordered to move to 
Richmond on April 23, 1861. On the night before their departure 
they assembled at Court Street to hear a sermon by Dr. Edwards. In 
June 1861 the pastor reported to the Quarterly Conference, “Our 
Sabbath School has fallen off considerably in Teachers and Scholars 

. owing mainly to the troubled and unhappy condition of the 
country.” A more definite statement was made in 1862 :The Sab- 
bath School is deficient in male teachers, arising from the fact that 
most of them have joined volunteer companies and gone to war.” 
In the early days the school provided spelling books and readers for 
the children; in 1863 these became so scarce that “the children were 
prohibited from carrying their text books home for study.” 

At a meeting on July 10, 1863, the Board “‘resolved that the lead 
used as an ornament on the iron railing around Court Street Church 
be presented to the government,” presumably to be made into bullets 
for the use of the Confederate Army. The railing itself was taken 
down in 1884. Dr. Sledd, pastor of Court Street, met with other 
pastors of the city in September 1865, at the instance of General 
N. M. Curtis, to promote plans for the education of the poor chil- 
dren of the city. An echo of the War may be found in the minutes 
of the Board after 1866 in the occasional occurrence of military titles. 

The only item recorded in the minutes of December 16, 1861, is 
that of the sale at public auction of a pew the rent of which was 


* “Seventy-five years ago a member went through a probationary period which 
varied in length from six months upward. During this period the probationer had 
an opportunity to prove his loyalty to the church and his zeal for its work.” 
—A. L. Bennett, A Century of Methodism in Charlottesville, Virginia, page 43. 
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$124.36 in arrears. It was bought for that amount by A. B. Rucker 
for the stewards of the church. The next minutes are dated July 21, 
1868. It is possible that the Board did not meet between these dates. 
The Quarterly Conference, however, continued to meet without inter- 
fuption in spite of the War Between the States. 


THE PRESENT CHURCH 


The first mention of the present church occurs in the minutes of 
the Board of Stewards for January 9, 1893: “Bro. Pettyjohn gave 
notice that he would bring up the question of building a new church 
at some future day and asked the brethren to think about it.’’ In 
1897 the need of a larger church and especially of a more modern 
Sunday School building was so apparent that under the leadership 
of the pastor, Dr. A. Coke Smith, a lot in the rear of the church was 
bought, and a special committee, consisting of P. A. Krise, chairman, 
Judge Frank P. Christian, James R. Gilliam, and R. T. Watts, was 
appointed by the Board to investigate the practicability of adding to 
the church building. This committee brought in a divided report, 
whereupon the Board by a vote of ten to three declared themselves 
opposed to the alteration of the building and in favor of the con- 
struction of a new church. 


The next reference to the new church is in the minutes of Septem- 
ber 19, 1898: ‘“‘A committee of five consisting of Brothers F. P. 
Christian, P. A. Krise, C. Glass, E. F. Sheffey, and R. H. T. Adams 
were appointed to canvas the members of the church as to the 
propriety of building a new church.” This committee submitted to 
the Board on December 3, 1898, a detailed report of their investi- 
gation, in which it appeared that approximately ninety per cent of 
the members were in favor of the project and about ten per cent 
were opposed to it. Their report was referred to the Quarterly Con- 
ference, but for various reasons no definite action was taken until 
September 26, 1899, at which time the Conference voted unanimous- 
ly to build a church not to cost less than $40,000. 


The Building Committee of the new church was as follows: 


Edward F. Sheffey, Chairman Camillus Christian 
Jno. P, Pettyjohn, Associate Chairman James R. Gilliam 
B. P. Thornhill, Secretary-Treasurer Carter Glass 


E. L. Bell, Associate Secretary-Treasurer Dr. W. B. Hatcher 
Rev. W. J. Young, D. D. Col. J. W. Watts 


——— 
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As at first organized R. H. T. Adams was Chairman, E. F. Sheffey, 
Associate Chairman, and B. P. Thornhill, Secretary-Treasurer. Upon 
the death of Mr. Adams, which occurred shortly after the building 
was begun, he was succeeded as Chairman by E. F. Sheffey, who was 
‘a turn succeeded as Associate Chairman by J. P. Pettyjohn; J. R. 
Gilliam was elected to fill Mr. Adams’ place on the committee. The 
Building Committee later elected a Finance Committee consisting of 
Pp. A. Krise, Chairman; E. L. Bell, Associate Secretary; J. W. Ivey, 
Associate Treasurer; and the following members: B. P. Thornhill, 
W. E. Graves, R. S. Jones, J. R. Gilliam, R. T. Watts. 

On October 1, 1899, the Sunday School pledged its unanimous 
support to the movement, and four days later the Wesley Guild did 
likewise. Meanwhile the church was canvassed for funds, and after 
diligent effort about $35,000 was subscribed. The committee decided 
to begin building as soon as the subscriptions amounted to $45,000. 
On the following Sunday, after a sermon by the pastor, Dr. Wand: 
Young, a collection was taken amounting to $10,000, “and so the 
new church was assured amid great rejoicing.” 

The semi-centennial exercises of June 29-30, 1901, were the last 
held in the old building before it was torn down to make way for 
the new church. On Saturday night a love feast and experience 
meeting was participated in by the ministers and older members of 
the church. The special feature of the Sunday School exercises on 
the following day was the presence of five generations of the descend- 
ants of the founders: Katherine Akers of the cradle roll, great-great- 
granddaughter of Mr. Nathan Thurman; Alice Fleming, great-grand- 
daughter of Mr. Thurman; Ambrose Harris, great-grandson of Major 
James Benagh; Mary and Lucy Patteson, granddaughters of Dr. John 
H. Patteson; Mrs. August Forsberg, daughter of Mrs. Caroline F. R. 
Morgan; and Mrs. Maria Mays of the founders, all of whom except 
Miss Akers took part in the exercises. Dr. William E. Edwards, a 
former pastor (1880-84), preached the morning sermon; in the 
evening some of the older ministers told of the organization of the 
church, of its early members and former pastors, and of Rev. John 
Early. “Many who loved the old church lingered for a time, then 
left sorrowfully the church hallowed by sacred and tender memories.’ 

The Sunday School annex was erected first and was used for all 
services until the church itself was completed. The construction of 
the entire building was finished in the fall of 1902 at a total cost of 
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$80,000. Of it the Lynchburg News for November 5, 1902, said: 
‘The new Court Street Methodist Church is one of the lhandsomest 
buildings of its kind in the state... . Made of gray Kentucky free- 
stone, the color of which seems to blend with the tints of the atmos- 
phere, it is both beautiful and substantial, and while massive in effect 
its proportions are graceful and delicate.” The architect was E. G. 
Frye of Lynchburg and the builder was James T. McLaughlin; the 
working drawings were prepared by Stanhope S. Johnson; Colonel 
August Forsberg collaborated with Mr. Frye as engineer. Its seat- 
ing capacity is six hundred. 

On Sunday, November 23, 1902, “with thanksgiving and praise 
to God,” the structure was presented to Him free of debt. The 
occasion was commemorated by a well-printed and well-illustrated 
booklet from which the following programs of the dedication exer- 
cises have been taken. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL EXERCISES 


Pioromiic itm OCLeCt OU wt ty lke ee ee ne nk eae ee eel sare 2S os Ate edie’ setts Orchestra 
PiviieNGws Come Pnou Almighty Kine Oh. e ac. ot. eae oe wees School 
{SWVC «Las sek ALB AO ala uss Fe Sela ACMI aes an RP (Ae RR AG or Ae Rev. L. B. Betty 
Piyume Now UO-—.otand Ups tor Jesus 2 seas ces «sia. cana © cia gs Congregation 
SOM Ua espolsiverservice INO. Si. se. sears gales Superintendent and School 
So oeNOse O58 la Lovesto re Lell: the Story ii ave hc. o cris ite erela zis 2 Sse S or8 School 
Recitiom--y Line NeweChurah t's.). siiied atlas s ce teres Master Frank J. Gilliam 
Sones DOCU Inet Olu Ines 1...) kien ale eS ste Wee Miele aise Primary Department 
OO RLOUM Ee ore ayers Ps Ler arate ee ss irae cho trisr on ne sad be Siete te Pest ane dare Miss Alice Fleming 
Promotion of Members Primary Classes to Junior Department, 
DelivetyormCertincates. 6h Yond sire ciew es 4 ay laaareenes Rev. W. J. Young, D. D. 
Hymn No. 209—‘“Onward, Christian Soldiers’”.................... Congregation 
Bectatioie- ) hanksSoivime Uso s a Vice lees Pad set OL ede Miss Nannie D. Glass 
Br ONO EX COMIOL Is Sed oars aoe se Geers Nw o's) ay egies Miss Sara Singleton 
Jad AN SRS OR Ga ad ERR A Te St OS OES M ERO EDS Ab ge Bishop H. C. Morrison, D. D. 
Hymn No. 136—‘‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name’.......... Congregation 
| BCsievcra lite: Oya kh Nala Se Meade Gee, ROP Als Wt gin yen ance Raed sigh Rev. W. E. Judkins, D. D. 


Pie ie = Pil oeiis ~ <HOLUS va ciate neaite taeae ais f theho 95) «caps! ape ade arecerear Anis 4 5 Wagner 
Prof. W. Saunders Adams 

Ar pe ttess LOY Ue TIO iy) Cee g Rvere wy gate ohn sic sul, Sm & Sik Reena ien aienbiase ape 4.6 Gounod 
Mr. D. T. Walker and Choir 
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ya ee Co PN ER CRWER RA eval tiatocslote pide aria) fame) iO Rater ire Congregation 
Beale iin "ooh Uni NN, 2 aR aechihevaNucal Wi Wile ae peoea anette B Rev. W. J. Young, D. D. 
Soprano Solo—“Come Unto Me”... .....e ee ce eee reece te eee e teen eee Coenen 
Mrs. William Hurt 
Lessons 
CHUB ras esr ee a Mitaloue We RiGee cal a hehe be CaDe MIR WeER Ue aeia ea nKite a ba alter 2 fe tae ener Steane 
Choir 
Parr ay aie och ele tes rah tbe te beeline Meats Nepoatiy ve iuib eval stale Nel Aleta Congregation 
Offertory Anthem—‘The Heavens are Telling,” ....-..--.-eee eres eens Haydn 
Mrs. Wm. Hurt, Mr. D. T. Walker, Mr. James B. Ford 
and ‘Choir. 
Sertnon——Text:Genesisy 28°19) Vai. eh aie alee sean esol Bishop J. C. Granbery, D. D.* 
Dedication Exercises 
Ber edichiG nye ete MEL CS AON OT UN ARO ORT VEN Laer enn Ree 
Postlude Priests Marche ee avteic isle wists wo ie eons sl ote in Ye, taunts tele souls Mendelssohn 
Professor Adams 
AFTERNOON 
COMMUNION SERVICE 
CONDUCTED BY 
Rev. PAUL WHITEHEAD, D. D. 
Presiding Elder of the Lynchburg District 
ASSISTED BY 
FORMER PASTORS OF THE CHURCH 
EVENING SERVICE 
Prelude—Offertory (St. Cecilia), Op. 9, No. 3........-+s.eereeeeees E. Batiste 
Professor Adams 
Anthesa:) “Sing: A Wehaliay Bort 0. lalsretsiereiatolepateie neha ttloashiey hielo isPa/a ie eta tates Buck 
Choir 
Perera. vk sash fers binceudoe teint tebont une ia Wea teile <M in a whips all dadie tale ati od ane Re a Congregation 
Prayer 
Anthem — “Jerusalem! Ol); Tien!) Thee! 202/04). se sas le eel te> «la els aie Gounod 
Mrs. John M. Otey and Choir 
Lessons 
SOLAS feiss kia aoe ASO OE 1alik! dew pnoaala Malad hes: a, a talk set ase iM Setar ele a . Congregation 
PAU T LMNs Sis on Sia lke RSS eINTD Alo fates oils ah isiatis I eowila tka" h tat teen Vim tie a tata Congregation 
Offertory Anthem—'‘‘Glorious is Thy Name’............. sees ee eran Mozart 


Choir 


* As a young preacher in charge of Centenary Church he had preached the 
evening sermon at the dedication of che old Court Street Church on June 29, 1851. 
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Sermon—Text; I Corinthians, 3:9............0000% Bishop H. C. Morrison, D. D. 
Prayer 

WAV EIRP Eat) he Cetin Mere eer nt hatha! Mite is RO May I aha a Bat tenn Oneheee oe OEY, Congregation 
Benediction 

Desc rele FEAT LE] Uj Ae COOLS, My feta a Sats cy vas tao eel Ov taL ahora oh pIWAA Ms tach Ses al lak ond Sit RG Handel 


Professor Adams 


The following details concerning the architectural design of the 
of the church were given by Mr. Johnson in the Bulletin for March 
11, 1951: 


“The church is American Romanesque, which is an adaptation of 
10th Century Romanesque. The design was very extensively used 
for church architecture from 1830 as late as 1913 and possibly later. 
The interior is Roman Corinthian taken from the Thermae of Cara- 
calla, 215 A. D., which has the free-standing columns of the fine 
proportion with architrave, frieze, and cornice. 


“The ceiling of our church is a fine example of the cornice with 
the required thirty-three shades of colors. The wall colors are taken 
from sun reflection through the stained glass windows between the 
hours of eleven o'clock a. m. and one o’clock p. m.... The bottom 
color is more pronounced from the carpet reflection. 


‘The chancel painting, ‘Suffer The Little Children To Come Unto 
Me,’ was done by the noted French artist, Charles Brunea, who died 
at Nice, France, July 1908, at the age of eighty-eight years. All 
windows are fine examples of stained glass, more particularly the 
chancel window, the subject which is, ‘Come Unto Me All Ye That 
Labour And Are Heavy Laden And I Will Give You Rest.’”’ 

Many of the colors and objects in the window are symbolical. The 
nimbus around the head of Christ is an emblem of his divinity; the 
red of his robe symbolizes divine love, the white signifies light, faith, 
joy, and innocence. The staff lying upon the steps indicates that its 
owner is a pilgrim. The panels on each side of the window contain 
many symbols. The letters Alpha and Omega are the first and last 
letters in the Greek alphabet and are used by Christ in Revelation, 
22:13, as descriptive of Himself—‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” The laurel or palm 
branches which surround the two letters are symbols of the victory of 
faith, the triumph of martyrdom. The small Greek crosses in the 
window are, of course, emblematic of the Passion of Christ and his 
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suffering on Calvary. The Greek cross with its four arms of equal 
length became a symbol of Christianity spreading its blessing equally 
over the four quarters of the world. 

In the stained glass of the old European churches and cathedrals 
the symbolic significance of the various colors was always scrupulous- 
ly adhered to; for instance, blue symbolized the virtues of truth, 
constancy, and fidelity; yellow or gold, those of the goodness of God, 
fruitfulness, and marriage; and green, the hope of immortality. 
These three colors occur in our window, though it is by no means 
certain that the artist who designed it had in mind their significance 
—his use of them may have been merely decorative. 


The officers of the church and the Sunday School at the time of 
dedication were: 

Rev. J. C. Reed, Presiding Elder 

Rev. W. J. Young, Pastor 

Col. J. W. Watts, Chairman of the Board of Stewards 

R. R. McPherson, President of the Epworth League 

Mrs. Giles H. Miller, President of the Rosebud Society 

Mrs. James A. Scott, President of the Wesley Guild 

Mrs. T. D. Jennings, President of the Parsonage Society 

Mrs. Edward S. Brown, President of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society 

Mrs. W. J. Young, President of the Woman’s Home Mission 
Society 

Edward F. Sheffey, Superintendent of the Sunday School 


The seventy-fifth anniversary of Court Street Church, its Diamond 
Jubilee, was celebrated with appropriate exercises on the last Sunday 
in June 1926. A special edition of the church Bulletin was issued to 
commemorate the event. In it is stated that the value of the church 
property was $150,000, of the parsonage $8,000, and of other 
property $13,000; and that during the year 1924 the total amount of 
money raised was $51,245 and in the following year $48,400. In 
this year the Sunday School building was remodeled, modernized, 
and enlarged under the direction of Mr. Stanhope S. Johnson, at 
which time improvements were also made to the church auditorium, 
making the total cost of the entire equipment of the church $225,000. 
The number of members at this time was 1,216; the Sunday School 
enrollment was 1,010; and there were 444 members of the Woman's 
Missionary Society. 


THE PRESENT CHURCH, 1901-02 


Rev. HucH M. BURLEIGH, 1950 
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During the pastorate of Dr. Robertson (1933-37) the general 
condition of the church was excellent. The average membership of 
1,208 was larger than it had been in any previous quadrennium. 
Every obligation was met on time without the borrowing of money; 
the debt on the educational building was reduced $3,000 annually; 
and many assessments were overpaid. The church continued to move 
forward during the pastorate of Dr. Bryant (1937-41). The favor- 
able financial condition was maintained, the budget was balanced, 
and regular payments on the debt were made; interest and codpera- 
tion were much in evidence, especially among the young people; and 
the membership was the largest in the history of the church, for both 
the quadrennium and a single year—an average of 1,272 for the 
quadrennium and a membership of 1,323 for the year 1940-41. The 
impetus thus gained was carried over into the following quadren- 
nium. Under Dr. Wells’ guidance the debt on the educational build- 
ing was paid in full and the high level of membership was main- 
tained—an average of 1,227 for the quadrennium. In 1943-44 the 
church gave $1,173 to the Orphanage and in the following year 
raised for all purposes $52,807. 

In 1946 the Board “authorized the chairman to appoint a com- 
mittee of from three to five to arrange a proper celebration of the 
one hundredth anniversary of our church. This celebration should 
include the preparation of a history of Court Street Church.” In 
accord with these instructions Mr. W. M. Black, the Chairman, 
appointed the following committee: 


Richard Booth, Chairman 
Alfred A. Kern Miss Annie Lind Forsberg 
Herbert C. Lipscomb Mrs. B. P. Thornhill 


Upon the suggestion of Dr. Paul M. Munro, Chairman of the Board 
of Stewards, it was decided in November 1949 to raise a Centennial 
Fund of $60,000 to be expended upon the following long needed 
and greatly desired improvements to our church plant: an entirely 
new oil heating system, a completely rebuilt and improved organ, a 
new carpet for the church auditorium and the adult assembly room 
of the educational building, the redecoration of the interior of the 
church, and the repointing of the stone work. Under the energetic 
and efficient direction of Mr. John W. James over $52,000 was 
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secured in pledges in the initial drive; work upon the entire program 
has been steadily progressing and will be completed in 1951. 

This enlargement of the Centennial program made necessary the 
revision and enlargement of the original committee to the following: 


O fficers 
DOs CYR vias): e Muh ya ump baat hi, TUE Hog cae MON ac 9 R. C. Watts 
Vice had rian SU oc in ahen ary De aCiay Ae Ml eny Sead xe Mrs. J. M. Otey 
SCOTOTALV NNN Mo neu Rane La Lani Miss Hannah C. Sutherland 
SUPERSTORE eanictiae srelateee eG grant ens Lawrence B. Whitehouse, Jr. 


VET SIT CaS AGN ear Bat OMEN a bh Rae ig le Ac Re RH R. C. Watts 

de och tabs vu aly Se La mE A URS Pag BM Pr UP ete W. B. Kuhlman 

INET DECOTAMO Ts ROG, lew arte ile Kiah T. Ford, Jr. 

PLISCOL Valen eit at vee aE nV Gls iene AE En ath (iam Alfred A. Kern 

PEO OAM EE Te iil otetgh Wilts hard late le Rev. Hugh M. Burleigh 
Members 

Mrs. Julian Adams Dr. Paul M. Munro 

Mrs. Richard H. Anderson Mrs. J. D. Owen 

Mrs. W. J. D. Bell Mrs. John M. Otey 

Mrs. J. Hillyer Boice Douglas A. Robertson 

Dr. Richard Booth William R. Seay 

Miss Leone I. Coleman Miss Hannah Sutherland 

Mrs. Robert H. Crawley Mrs. G. D. Tennille 

Kiah T. Ford, Jr. Miss Josephine Thornhill 

Miss Annie Lind Forsberg Mrs. J. E. Ware 

Mrs. Fred B. Fuqua Robert C. Watts 

Dr. Theodore H. Jack Mrs. J. Frank West 

Stanhope S. Johnson Mrs. F. R. Whitehouse 

Alfred A. Kern Mr. L. B. Whitehouse 

W. B. Kuhlman Mrs. L. B. Whitehouse 


Mrs. G. A. Kluenter, Associate 


The month of October 1951 will be devoted to the Centennial 
Celebration, for which the following tentative and incomplete pro- 
gram has been arranged: 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 
11:00a.m. Opening Centennial Sermon, 
Bishop Paul B. Kern, Nashville, Tennessee 
7:30p.m. World Wide Communion 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 


11:00am Sermon... 7 Dr. W. Aiken Smart, Emory University 
7:30p.m. “Highlights in Court Street’s History’... Alfred A. Kern 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 


LY00 a.m. Sermon), 1)../.. Dr. Halford E. Luccock, Yale University 
7:30 p.m. Dedication of the new organ. 
Recital by Professor Robert L. Moore 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 


GOO aemanoerinony Pao ee <4 Dr. Frank L. Wells, Pastor, 1941-45 
7:30 p.m. Sermon—"So Great a Cloud of Witnesses’, 
Rev. Hugh M. Burleigh 


Rededication service for all members of Court Street Church. 


During the month a thirty-minute organ recital will be given by 
Mrs. G. A. Kluenter and a full length recital by a representative of 
the Moller Organ Company. A thirty-minute organ recital will pre- 
cede each Sunday evening service, and special music will be given 
during the month by the Randolph-Macon Woman’s College Glee 
Club, the Lynchburg College Choir, and members of the choirs of 
other churches in the city. As far as possible the hymns and anthems 
used in the dedication of the present church on November 23, 1902, 
will be repeated. 


The average membership from 1863 to 1875 was 276; from 1907 
until 1915 it was 940 (the Quarterly Conference reports from 1875 
to 1907 are missing); and from then until 1933 it rose to 1,179. 
During the last seventeen years it has ranged from a low of 1,172 
(1934-35) to a high of 1,323 (1940-41), with an average member- 
ship of 1,240 for the entire period. The present enrollment is as 
follows: Church, 1,229; Sunday School, 599; Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service, 247; Wesley Guild, 200. The total attendance 
during December 1950 was 2,404; in March 1951 it was 2,477. 
The officers and staff for the current year are: 


W. Walter Peele, D.D., LL.D., Bishop 
Thomas F. Carroll, Ph.D., D.D., District Superintendent 
Hugh M. Burleigh, Minister 
Mrs. Edward F. Churchill, Secretary 
Robert C. Watts, Jr. Treasurer 
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Lawrence B. Whitehouse, Sr., Chairman of Board of Stewards 
Dr. C. P. M. Sheffey, Superintendent of Church School 
Miss Josephine M. Thornhill, President of Woman's Society 
of Christian Service 
Robert L. Moore, Minister of Music 
Mrs. Benjamin F, Grady, President of Wesley Guild 
Miss Annie Lind Forsberg, Church Hostess 
Leslie E. Camm,. Sexton 


It is impossible from the fragmentary and scattered references in 
the records to reconstruct a complete account of the church Bulletin. 
Apparently it has had a somewhat checkered career. The earliest 
church publication was the Court Street Messenger, a four-page 
monthly edited by Edward F. Sheffey, the first copy of which was 
distributed to the Sunday School excursionists on the train to White 
Sulphur Springs on September 7, 1905. The entire issue of April 
1908 was devoted to the campaign for $20,000 with which to build 
a dormitory for boys at Soochow University, China. The last issue 
to which I have found a reference is that of August 1912. 

The first mention of the Bulletzn occurs in the minutes of Novem- 
ber 27, 1911; its appearance may have been the reason why the 
Messenger was discontinued. It was suggested at a meeting of the 
Board on December 14, 1914, that it be increased from two to four 
pages, but the committee appointed to consider the suggestion rec- 
ommended that its publication be suspended. Whereupon the Wesley 
Guild came to its rescue with a request for a four-page Bulletin. As 
a compromise it was decided to issue a four-page leaflet on a trial 
basis from December 1915 to March 1916. This was for a time 
printed by the Methodist Orphanage in Richmond, but the arrange- 
ment proved to be unsatisfactory and was discontinued. A mimeo- 
graphed form was also tried for a year or two but this was also 
discontinued. The Bwilletin has continued to be discussed from time 
to time in Board meetings and suggestions have been made as to its 
cost, appearance, contents, and the like, but since 1930 its format has 
been essentially as it is now except for improvements in the typog- 
raphy and the paper. 


GIFTS AND MEMORIALS 


When the first church building was dedicated in 1851, Mrs. 
Caroline F. R. Morgan, one of the founders of the church and the 
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mother of Mrs. August Forsberg, gave the solid silver communion 
service. Later, when the Wesley Guild in 1909 presented the church 
with individual communion cups, this silver service was given by 
the Board to Mrs. Forsberg ‘‘in fitting recognition of its appreciation 
of Colonel August Forsberg and its regard for Mrs. Forsberg and 
her family.’ At her death in 1918 her children had the service made 
into a baptismal bowl, the design of which was drawn by her son, 
Rudolf P. Forsberg. This is the one now in use; it was presented by 
them to the church as a memorial to their mother and was dedi- 
cated by the pastor, Dr. George E. Booker, in July 1919. The earlier 
bowl is still in the possession of the church; upon it is engraved the 
quaint inscription, ‘“The Methodist Episcopal Church from a devoted 
Sister, 1849.” 


Colonel Robert L. Owen, President of the Virginia-Tennessee 
Railroad and a great admirer of Bishop Early, offered to give the 
church an oil portrait of the Bishop by Fisher “on condition that it 
would be placed in a conspicuous position in the audience room of 
the church” (December 4, 1871). The Board accepted “‘most grate- 
fully” and the picture was hung back of the pulpit. On July 20, 
1874, about eight months after Bishop Early’s death, the artist was 
granted “the privilege of taking down the picture of Bishop Early 
to take a copy of it.’’ There is no record as to whether the copy was 
made or, if made, what has become of it. When the present church 
was built in 1901-02, the Board of Stewards voted to send the 
portrait to Miss Fannie Early, the daughter of Bishop Early. At her 
death it was, in accordance with her wishes, sent to Emory University. 


When the present church was built in 1902 Mr. George L. Flem- 
ing gave the organ and Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ainslie the offering, 
plates and alms bowl. A tablet in the vestibule of the Court Street; 
entrance bears this inscription: “The windows and the pulpit furni- 
ture were given by Mr. George M. Jones and wife in loving te- 
membrance of their daughters, Georgia Lee Jones and Fannie Lillie 
Jones. ‘They serve God day and night in his temple.’” The pulpit 
furniture of the old church is now in the Wesley Guild Room. 


The story of the chimes is told by Rev. R. H. Bennett in the 
World Outlook for May 1932. “During my pastorate of Court 
Street Church, Lynchburg, Virginia, I preached a New Year's sermon 
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on the text, ‘Preach the gospel,’ and asked the congregation to take 
it as a motto for the year.” After citing various ways in which the 
members could preach the gospel, such as becoming ministers or 
missionaries, giving to missionary enterprises, helping the sick and 
needy, and living Christ-like lives, Dr. Bennett said, “If none of 
these objects appealed, someone might preach the gospel by putting 
a set of chimes in the beautiful tower overhead. Shortly afterward 
a prominent member of the church appeared at the meeting of the 


official board and asked for permission to put a set of chimes in the | 


church tower. He wanted to preach through the bells.” 


The “prominent member’ was Mr. James R. Gilliam, a Steward 
and member of the Building and the Finance Committees. The 
chimes consist of ten bells in the key of F; the tenor bell weighs 
1,800 pounds and the total net weight is 7,200 pounds. In accept- 
ing them the Board requested that they be known as the Gilliam 
Chimes and that the largest bell be cast with this inscription thereon, 
‘Presented to Court Street M. E. Church, South, by James R. Gilliam, 
Easter, April 11, 1909.” The following year the Board ruled that 
the chimes should be rung “‘on occasion of all marriages and funerals 
that may be held in the church .. . and from 9:05 to 9:25 A. M. 
Sunday when special services are conducted in the church, such as 
Easter, Children’s Day, Rally Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.” 
During World War II the chimes were rung at noon each week day 
from May 1 to November 1, 1943. On the wall of the ground floor 
of the tower the Board ‘has placed a tablet bearing this inscription: 
‘The chimes in this tower were given by JAMES R. GILLIAM, a be- 
loved member of the Board of Stewards, 1909.’ The chimes in the 
organ were the gift of Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Beasley in 1920. 


The oil portrait of Bishop Walter R. Lambuth which hangs in 
the adult assembly room of the educational building was given by 
him to his friend, Edward F. Sheffey. After Mr. Sheffey’s death in 
1933 his family presented the portrait to the Sunday School of which 
he had been Superintendent so long and so successfully. 


The present silver communion service was given to the church by 
Mrs. Fred B. Fuqua in memory of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
P. Pettyjohn. The presentation sermon was preached by Dr. S. C. 
Hatcher, Vice-President of Randolph-Macon College, on April 7, 
1940. 
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The brass cross and candlesticks in the chancel were given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar M. Shaner in memory of his mother, Mrs. Mary 
E. Shaner; they were dedicated at the Easter service in 1946. In this 
same year Mr. John W. James provided the Sunday School with a 
moving picture projector to be used in their visual education program. 


For over thirty years during the spring, summer, and autumn 
months the altar flowers for the Sunday services have been gladly 
and generously contributed by Mr. John H. Davis from his own 
garden. 


PARSONAGES 


The first references in the minutes to a parsonage are the follow- 
ing: Henry O. Schoolfield on June 12, 1854, “‘was appointed a com- 
mittee to secure a parsonage for the coming year,” and George G. 
Curle was appointed on October 30, 1854, “‘to rent a parsonage for 
the ensuing year at a price not to exceed $350.00.” In 1856 Rev. 
Nelson Head was using as a parsonage “‘a house belonging to 
Mrs. Allison.’ 


At a meeting of the Board in June 1857, a committee consisting 
of Rev. John Early, E. D. Christian, Mrs. Dr. Davidson, and Mrs. 
John M. Otey were appointed to solicit subscriptions for the purpose 
of buying the house and lot adjoining the church for use as a parson- 
age. Apparently the campaign was successful, for we learn from a 
deed dated November 11, 1858, that Henry D. Flood, executor of 
Nancy J. Thornton, deceased, sold at public auction a house and lot 
adjoining the Fourth Street Church and formerly occupied by the 
said Nancy J. Thornton as her residence to John T. Davis and E. D. 
Christian for $1,510, who in turn for a like amount conveyed the 
property to the “trustees for the parsonage belonging to and at- 
tached to the Fourth Street Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
Lynchburg.’ 

Nancy J. Thornton was the great-great-aunt of Mrs. F. M. Dun- 
nington of Court Street Church, who has kindly called my attention 
to the following interesting passage in Augusta B. Fothergill’s Peter 
Jones and Richard Jones Genealogies, page 186: “Anne Jones 
(Nancy) Thornton, born 23 December, 1789; died in Lynchburg 
in 1856. The story is told that she removed to Lynchburg when she 
disgraced her family by becoming a shouting Methodist, but as so 
many of her family later went there to make their homes, it was not 
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a lasting disgrace. At her death in 1856 she left her home to the 
Methodist Church for a home for the minister, but it was torn away 
and the back of the Court Street Methodist Church is erected on the 
lot, and the front of it on Bishop John Early’s strawberry bed.” If 
the house was indeed willed to the church for a parsonage, then for 
some unknown reason her intention was not carried out, for as stated 
above the house and lot were sold at public auction by the executor 
of her estate. 


The house was used as a parsonage from 1858 to the end of the 
' century; when in 1900 it was torn down to make way for the erection 
of the Sunday School building of the new church, a temporary 
parsonage was secured at 810 Court Street in which Dr. W. J. Young 
and his family lived during the building of the present church. This 
house was also used by Dr. Kelly as a parsonage during his pastorate 
(1903-1907). He was followed by Dr. Bennett, but upon his re- 
porting that the house was not suitable for a parsonage, an apart- 
ment was rented in November 1909 at the Courtland Apartments 
opposite the church. In the minutes of February 13, 1911, occurs 
the following entry: ‘The committee on the parsonage reported that 
nothing had been done although they had looked at several pieces of 
property.” Ten months later, however, the Board bought the house 
at 602 Madison Street which Mr. Carter Glass, the owner, had 
offered to them for $10,000. 


This house having in recent years become unsuitable, the church 
had for some time been considering the purchase of a larger, better 
built and better appointed parsonage in the newer section of the city. 
In April 1945 the Finance Committee recommended that $10,000 
be raised for a new parsonage and that to this fund be added the 
money derived from the sale of the old parsonage and of the lot on 
Plymouth Place which had been given to the church by Dr. Richard 
Booth. The parsonage and the lot were sold in May 1950 for $8,500 
and $750 respectively and the money received therefrom added to 
the parsonage fund. After an extended search during which a num- 
ber of houses were examined and their desirability discussed, the 
parsonage committee recommended the purchase of the dwelling at 
1520 Clayton Avenue. The Quarterly Conference unanimously ap- 
proved the recommendation, and the property was accordingly bought 
for $23,000 and possession of it secured during the summer of 1950. 


III 
The Activities of the Church 


CHURCH SOCIETIES 


The Sewing Circle is mentioned in 1875 as having contributed 
$225 for the purchase of pulpit furniture, and as having raised and 
expended between 1875 and 1882 for various church and charitable 
purposes the not inconsiderable sum of $1,862.59. There is also a 
mention of a Parsonage Society whose duties corresponded to those 
of our present Parsonage Committee. 

The first reference to the Dorcas Society is in the minutes of 
1856. Two years later ‘‘the pastor preached a sermon and a collection 
was taken up in aid of the funds of the Dorcas Society,” and the 
Society reported that it had clothed sixty-four children of the Sunday 
School. From time to time there occur in the early minutes similar 
references to their providing clothes for poor children, thereby 
making it possible for them to attend Sunday School. A typical sen- 
tence is that of the Quarterly Conference for January 3, 1870: “The 
attendance of the scholars has materially improved since the recent 
distribution of clothing to the poor children by the ladies of the 
Dorcas Society.” 

Though this seems to have been almost the sole activity of the 
Society, they did not neglect the children’s other needs, for in 1860 
they organized a writing class for them and reported to the Quarterly 
Conference that “it is interesting to observe the anxiety of the chil- 
dren to. learn and the progress which many of them are making.” 
In 1894-95 a group of Court Street ladies organized a class which 
met each Saturday morning to teach sewing to underprivileged girls 
in Lynchburg and vicinity. Among the teachers of the class, which 
was maintained for several years, were: Miss Josephine Murrell, 
Miss Nannie Glass, Mrs. George L. Fleming, Mrs. Peter Ainslie, 
Mrs. B. P. Thornhill, and Mrs. M. M. Horton. Such groups as these 
were the forerunners of the Woman’s Missionary Society, the Wesley 
Guild, and the Woman’s Society of Christian Service, which are 
more fully described elsewhere. 

The most outstanding men’s class was “Brother Dornin’s Tuesday 


IF 
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Meeting,” which met each Tuesday night in the Stewards’ Room. 
At the dedication of the new church in 1902 it was said to be more 
than twenty-five years old and still flourishing. It was well attended 
by men of this and other churches as well as by those who were not 
church members. This class, which was both a class meeting and an 
experience meeting, was known all over the Virginia Conference. 
A Sabbath afternoon prayer and class meeting for men, known as 
the Social Meeting, was organized in 1873 by Rev. Thomas H. Early, 
the son of Bishop John Early. This was in the form of a testimonial 
meeting and was carried on for many years. 

A Men’s Club, whose object was “to promote acquaintance, 
friendship, and fellowship among the men of the church,” and 
whose slogan was ‘‘Every man in the church a friend of every other 
man in the church,” was founded in April 1922. Concerning it, the 
minutes of May 1922 said, “Mr. Walker Pettyjohn reported most 
favorably on the organization of the Men’s Club, leaving out the 
great work he had done in making it the success it was.’’ One of 
the ways by which the Club promoted its object was by presenting 
to the Sunday School an oil portrait of Mr. Edward F. Sheffey who 
in his life exemplified the motto of the Club. 

Another way by which the Club promoted “acquaintance, friend- 
ship, and fellowship among the men of the church’ is described in 
the following paragraphs from the Lynchburg News of February 8, 
1930: 


“A St. Valentine's Day party was accorded wives and friends by 
the men’s club of Court Street Methodist Church last night when 
about a hundred gathered at dinner. The affair was almost entirely 
a social one, Dean C. L. McPherson of Lynchburg College delivered 
an impromptu unique talk on ‘punctuation’ psychology. Douglas 
Robertson was toastmaster.... | 

‘After dinner was served much of the time was given over to 
music and singing. Dr. Charles Sheffey led the song service, with 
Miss Olive Ralston accompanying. A trio from Lynchburg College 
sang with accompaniment by Miss Ralston. Decorations were appro- 
priate for the occasion, red candles illuminating the tables which 
wete bedecked with 1 streamers. Valentines were placed at each 
plate. The circle headed by Mrs. Giles H. Miller served the courses, 
assisted by Miss Mary Latham, who also acted as one of the 
hostesses.”’ 
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In the decade between 1866 and 1876, under the Sunday School 
superintendency of A. F. Biggers and J. H. Robinson and the pas- 
torates of John E. Edwards, R. N. Sledd, and W. E. Judkins, the 
church reached one of the highest spiritual levels in its history. This 
was evidenced by the increased interest in all phases of its life— 
attendance, contributions, and religious zeal and devotion. The mem- 
bership in 1875 was 388, which was larger than that of any previous 
year. In addition to the regular services on Sunday morning and 
night and the Wednesday night “‘lecture,” there was the “Social or 
Experience meeting” on Sabbath afternoons. Some three or four 
times a year a Love Feast was observed. This was a prayer and testt- 
monial meeting at which bread and water were passed around, of 
which every one partook. 


In no field was this increased interest and activity more evident 
than among the young people. A Thursday afternoon “class for 
Young Ladies” was organized in 1873, under the leadership of the 
Pastor and Edward D. Christian. In 1875 “‘two male and two female 
classes’ met weekly, and a young men’s prayer meeting was formed 
which met every Friday night and was well attended. In addition 
to these there was a youths’ class taught by Richard Pollard and two 
female classes taught by ‘Sisters Brown and Christian respectively,” 
all of which met weekly. 


The first society for young people in Court Street was the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society, which was organized in 1890 by Dr. John E. 
Edwards a short time before his death. This society, which was inter- 
denominational and met at the church every Sunday afternoon, was 
one of the most popular and profitable young people’s societies that 
the church ever had. They pledged their support to the Wednesday 
night and Sunday services, held prayer meetings at the city jail, the 
fire department station, and the City Home, visited the sick and the 
shut-ins of the church, and engaged in various charitable activities. 
The first State Convention of the Christian Endeavor Society was 
held in Court Street in 1895 and had as its honored guest ‘‘Father 
Clark,” the founder of the Society. Several years later the Society 
was replaced by the Epworth League, which had been founded by 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The League, however, has 
not been uniformly successful but has had a continually recurring 
pattern of organization, activity, inactivity, and reorganization. 

A similar situation has prevailed with regard to the various Boy 
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Scout Troops that have been organized from time to time at Court 
Street; each of them has had, for various reasons, only a relatively 
short life. During this period a chapter of the Rosebuds, a young 
people’s missionary society in the Virginia Conference that was espec- 
ially interested in missions in Mexico, was established; its officers 
during 1901-02 were Mrs. Giles H. Miller, President; Mrs. Charles 
A. H. Leys, Vice-President; Miss Daisie Bell, Treasurer; Miss M. 
King Ferguson, Secretary; Murrell Alexander, Assistant Secretary. 
The last reference to it in the minutes is dated November 1914. 


Another similar society was the Young People’s Home Missionary 
Society which was organized by Mrs. T. McN. Simpson with the 
following officers: President, Mrs. W. J. D. Bell; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Miss Alice Wood; Second Vice-President, Miss Mattie Petty- 
john; Third Vice-President, Miss Helen Gregory; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Jessie McGehee; Secretary, Miss Cora Gregory; 
Treasurer, Miss Margaret Lee; Literary Committee: Misses Mary 
Simpson, Nellie Gregory, and Nannie Wood. 


One of its first acts was “‘to ask for a little girl from the Orphan- 
age at Richmond to be clothed by our Society.”’ Susie Williford was 
selected, and caring for her became one of the Society’s major projects 
and one from which both the Society and Susie received a great deal 
of happiness. Another project in which they were especially inter- 
ested was the Kindergarten at Twelfth and Main Streets. A year 
after the Society was founded it united with the Young People’s 
Foreign Missionary Society and became known as the Young People’s 
Missionary Society, with both Home and Foreign Missions as their 
field. 

In the third year of its existence the name was changed to the 
Young Woman’s Missionary Society, but before the year had ended 
it resumed its former name “‘in order to induce the young girls in 
the church to join our Society, already formed and successful, instead 
of forming a separate society.’’ Included in its activities were mission 
study classes, the reading of papers relating to missions, reviews and 
discussions of books on missions, and contributions to the Associated 
Charities, the support of Miss Kennedy in Brazil, and Brevard Insti- 
tute in North Carolina. That the Society was an excellent training 
school for future church workers and as such occupied an important 
place in the life of Court Street—a place that is filled by no other 
church organization today—becomes apparent when we find among 
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its members, in addition to those already mentioned, such names as 
the following: 


Ethel Adams Mrs. John M, Otey 
Sue Adams Constance Rumbough 
Annie Lind Forsberg Mattie Scott 

Hilda L. Forsberg Josephine Thornhill 
Elizabeth Glass Mary Watts 

Alice Krebbs Mrs. L. B. Whitehouse 
Robina McGehee Margaret Yates 


During Dr. R. O. Bryant’s pastorate (1937-1941) the Fireside 
Group was organized. This was composed of the youth of the church 
and met Sunday at 6:30 P. M. in the Guild Room under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. John H. Davis, Superintendent of the Young People’s 
Department, who was assisted by other members of the church. A 
supper was served, after which a devotional service was conducted 
by the young people. This was a very successful youth meeting and 
was well attended. During the following quadrennium the Fireside 
Group was succeeded by the Methodist Youth Fellowship, a church- 
wide organization along similar lines. Since 1939 the church has 
kept in touch with its boys and girls in college by mailing them 
The Upper Room. The Young Couples’ Club, which was started by 
Dr. Rives in 1948, is composed of younger married members and 
numbers eighty-one couples; its monthly meetings are both social 
and devotional. 


REVIVALS 


Court Street has had many wonderful revivals that have enriched 
the spiritual life of the church and increased its membership. Soon 
after the church was built Dr. John E. Edwards during his second 
pastorate (1860-1862) conducted a revival. The most remarkable 
one, a revival that was said to be “‘without a parallel in this com- 
munity,” was conducted in 1871 by Dr. Leonidas Rosser, “the Gray 
Eagle of the Virginia Conference.’ ‘Beginning with the second 
Sabbath in January the services continued without intermission day 
and night until the first Sabbath in March. ... The indifferent and 
lukewarm were awakened; wayward and backslidden ones were re- 
claimed; the faithful were ‘rooted and grounded in love’ and filled 
with ‘joy in the Holy Ghost.’ Between one hundred and fifty and 
one hundred and sixty souls were converted. In this number were 
included persons of every age and every position in life. The most 
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cultivated and intellectual, the veteran of three score and ten, the 
little child of ten or twelve summers, the poor, the unlettered, all 
bowed together before the Cross and rejoiced together in a Savior's 
loves) (OSC aJuly a1 308 7.159 

In February 1878 Rev. A. C. Bledsoe conducted a great revival 
at which “despite the cold and snow, the church was crowded and 
more than one hundred persons were converted.” Notable city-wide 
revivals in which Court Street pastors and members took a prominent 
part and from which they derived great spiritual benefits were those 
of Sam P. Jones in October 18-28, 1890, and in September 1899. 
Another revival in which all the churches of the city participated 
was that of Bob Jones of Montgomery, Alabama, in April 1919, 
which lasted for three weeks and from which “the church received 
a spiritual uplift and many united with us.’ A fourth meeting, whose 
influence for good remained in the city for years after the meeting 
closed, was that of Billy Sunday in 1922. 

During April 1942 Rev. Harry Denman, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Evangelism of the Methodist Church, and Dr. Ray 
Jordan of Emory University preached for a week at Court Street as 
part of a revival campaign in all the Methodist churches of the city. 
Among the most moving and deeply spiritual sermons that have been 
heard in Court Street were those of Miss Maude Royden of England 
in 1942, shortly after the United States had declared war on Japan 
and Germany. 

In addition to the many revivals conducted by the preachers in 
charge and the conference evangelists there have been, among others, 
those of 

John E. Schoolfield of Danville (1895) 
George R. Stuart of Birmingham (1905) 

S. D. Gordon (Quiet Talks) of New York 
G. Campbell Morgan of London (1925) 
King Vivion of Nashville 


Among those who have conducted pre-Easter services are Dr. W. 
Aiken Smart of Emory University, Bishop Edward D. Mouzon, and 
Dr. Albert E. Day of Los Angeles. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


The church has contributed of its membership and money to the 
founding and/or the support of the following churches in Lynch- 


a. 
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burg: Madison Heights, Cabell Street, Memorial, Trinity, River- 
mont, Cleveland Avenue, Fort Hill, South View, and Fairview 
Heights. Of these Memorial was the one in which it was most 
directly interested and concerning which there are more references in 
the church records. On February 19, 1883, Court Street bought a 
Jot at the corner of Floyd and Ninth Streets for $800 for the pur- 
pose of building a church on College Hill. Mr. C. V. Winfree, who 
was given the privilege of naming the new church, gave the name 
Memorial to it in memory of his wife, Virginia Brown Winfree. 
Mr. Winfree and his brother, John Bell Winfree, were deeply inter- 
ested in the project and were the principal contributors to the build- 
ing, which cost $15,000. The pastor of Court Street, Dr. W. E. 
Edwards, and the members of his congregation codperated in the 
organization of the new church, eighty-nine members of Court Street 
having transferred to become charter members of Memorial. Dr. 
Edwards preached the dedication sermon on November 23, 1884. 

Court Street’s interest in and aid to other churches have not been 
confined to Lynchburg or even to the Virginia Conference. It would 
be neither fitting nor feasible to mention all the churches and causes 
to which she has contributed during the past one hundred years; the 
following instances will serve as illustrations of her wide ranging 
interest—to Brown Hall, our Methodist Dormitory at the College 
of William and Mary, by the will of Mrs. Edward S. Brown; to the 
School of Theology at Emory University in 1947 for enlarging its 
facilities for the training of young ministers; to the rebuilding of 
Poplar Church in Amherst County, which had been destroyed by fire; 
and to the church at Hurt, Virginia, in 1951. 

The church has also in more recent years been interested in the 
Homes Corporation which was formed to provide homes for the 
superannuate members of the Virginia Conference. In addition to a 
contribution of $400 to the general fund from the church, Mr. 
Lawrence B. Whitehouse of the Board of Stewards in October 1944 
gave $4,000 with which to build a home in Hilton Village as a 
memorial to Rev. D. G. C. Butts. In January 1947 another member 
of the Board, Mr. J. W. Ould, gave the Corporation $4,000 for a 
similar purpose. The church is raising a sum with which to erect a 
home in Lynchburg to be known as the Sheffey Memorial Home; 
Edgar M. Shaner is serving as chairman of the committee and Miss 
Josephine Thornhill as treasurer. Court Street’s quota for the Super- 
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annuate Endowment Fund (1924) was $5,537; the church pledged 
$16,270, which was the second largest amount pledged by any church 
in Southern Methodism. Of this amount $15,186 was collected. 

The minutes contain many references to regular contributions to 
such organizations as the Methodist Cot Society, Children’s Home 
Society, the Associated Charities, the Salvation Army, American Bible 
Society, the Anti-Saloon League, the Golden Cross, the Methodist 
Orphanage, and the Hermitage, the Methodist Home. In addition 
to these Court Street has contributed to such special funds and causes 
as the Forward Movement (1917), $27,500; Christian Education, 
$65,000; and Missionary Emergency (1926), $12,000. Our quota 
for the Missionary Centenary (1919) was $85,000, but we raised 
$101,450. There were only four churches in Southern Methodism 
that gave more than $100,000; Court Street and Epworth in Norfolk 
were two of them. We exceeded our quota of $25,000 for the 
Crusade for Christ by $964. Perhaps the most unique special collec- 
tion the church ever took up was that in 1876 “‘for the sick of yellow 
fever at Savannah and Brunswick,” which was accompanied by a 
resolution “requesting the City Council to appropriate one thousand 
dollars for that purpose.” 

Court Street has taken a deep interest in Randolph-Macon Wo- 
man’s College ever since the day in 1890 when George M. Jones, a 
member of the Board, suggested to Dr. W. W. Smith that he found 
a woman’s college in Lynchburg. The idea appealed to Dr. Smith, 
for in the minutes of October 20, 1890, is the following entry: “Dr. 
W. W. Smith, being present, addressed the Board in regard to the 
establishment of a Female College in this city. This gentleman in- 
tending to return to the city after a few days, Bro, Adams agreed to 
arrange for his meeting certain citizens and spreading before them 
his plans and asking of them codperation. The talk of Dr. Smith 
was listened to with attention and interest.’ The citizens’ response 
was so encouraging that he laid his plans before the Virginia Con- 
ference that met in Court Street Church on November 12 of that year 
and won their approval. The Rivermont Company gave the site and 
$100,000; the city subscribed an additional $100,000; and the college 
opened its doors in September 1893. On the pedestal of Solon Borg- 
lum’s bronze statue of Mr. Jones in front of East Hall on the 
Randolph-Macon campus, which was presented to the college by Mrs. 
Jones, is the following inscription which was written by Dr. W. W. 
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Smith: “In memory of George Morgan Jones whose suggestion and 
influential support was the first factor in creating Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College.” | 

It was at the home of Mr. Edward S. Brown, on Court Street, a 
member of the Class of 1843 at Randolph-Macon College, Boydton, 
and a teacher in the Court Street Sunday School, whose daughter, 
Miss Anne Brown, was an assistant in English and mathematics in 
the first faculty, that a meeting of the local faculty members was held 
Shortly before the opening of the college.* 


Among other founders of the college, in addition to Mr. Jones, 
were such members of the Board of Stewards as John P. Pettyjohn, 
C. V. Winfree, Col. James W. Watts, Capt. R. H. T. Adams, I. H. 
Adams, W. C. Ivey, James R. Gilliam, Maj. J. T. Yates, Richard 
Pollard, E. L. Bell, Camillus Christian, Edward F. Sheffey, Peter 
Ainslie, and many others who gave generously of their time, their 
money, and their counsel to the undertaking, as have many other 
members and pastors of the church ever since the college was 
founded. In 1906 the church gave the college $15,000. Among 
those who have served on its Board of Trustees, its Executive Com- 
mittee, and as Alumnz Advisors to the college are John P. Pettyjohn, 
C. V. Winfree, Col. James W. Watts, George M. Jones, Capt. R. H. 
T. Adams, Edward F. Sheffey, Robert C. Watts, Walker Pettyjohn, 
Mrs. W. J. D. Bell, Bishop A. Coke Smith, Dr. W. E. Judkins, Dr. 
George E. Booker, and Dr. J. N. Latham, all of them either pastors 
or prominent members of the church. 


All the college buildings have been built by the John P. Pettyjohn 
Company; the first library building was given to the college by Mr. 
and Mrs. George M. Jones as a memorial to their daughters, Georgie 
and Lillie Jones. Members of the college faculty have also been 
members of the church and have served it as stewards and Sunday 
School teachers. For many years the church has had a Sunday School 
class composed of college girls and has entertained the Methodist 
students at the college in various ways. The first endowed Chair at 
the college, the Susan Duval Adams Chair of English, was endowed 
and named by a group of her friends in Court Street Church; the 
first baccalaureate sermon was preached by Dr. A. Coke Smith in 
June 1896. 


*R. D. Cornelius, The History of Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, pp. 47- 
48, 100. 
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The interest of Court Street in Randolph-Macon has not been 
confined to the Woman’s College, but has also extended to the men’s 
college at Ashland. In 1830 the name of Rev. John Early, who was 
later to become the founder of the church, appears in the charter of 
the college as a member of the first Board of Trustees. From the 
eatly days of Court Street to the present students from both colleges 
have been numbered among its members. Throughout its history the 
church has contributed regularly and liberally to the support of the 
college by annual contributions and in campaigns for special pur- 
poses. In 1878 a collection was taken up among the Sunday Schools 
in the Virginia Conference for Randolph-Macon College; one- 
fourth of the total amount received was given by Court Street Sunday 
School. On July 15, 1885, a meeting of the Methodists in the city 
was held in Court Street Church to inaugurate plans to raise $100,000 
to endow the Lynchburg chair of English at the college. The amount 
was raised in a few months. The church has contributed generously 
to the Randolph-Macon Forward Movement ($3,674), the Living 
Endowment Fund ($610), the Randolph-Macon Ferrum Fund 
($1,722; quota, $1,560), and many other similar projects. 

The church has always taken an especial interest in the ministerial 
students and has frequently aided them; among those who have been 
thus helped are J. M. Burton (1870-75), C. H. McGhee (1880), 
E. L. Peerman (1892-96), J. L. McSparran (1905), J. B. Moorman 
(1916), and Irwin G. Couch (1924). Money was also often con- 
tributed for the education of Korean and other foreign students en- 
gaged in educational and religious activities in their home lands. 
The following graduates of Randolph-Macon College who were 
members of Court Street have joined the Virginia Conference: 
Benjamin M. Beckham (1891), W. Asbury Christian (1892), 
Robert S. Baughan (1893), John A. McKenry, Jr. (1938). Other 
members of Court Street who have entered the Virginia Conference 
are Lewis C. Shearer, (A. B., Lynchburg College; B. D., Emory 
University) in 1930 and Archer R. Turner (A. B., Lynchburg Col- 
lege; B. D., Duke University) in 1933. Carl H. Douglas, Jr., A. B., 
Emory University, and James H. Boice, Jr. of Randolph-Macon 
College have been licensed to preach; the former is a student in the 
School of Theology of Boston University, and the latter will begin 
his ministerial training in the fall of 1952. 
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MISSIONS 


But the growth of Court Street Church during the past one hun- 
dred years has not been one of material prosperity alone. Christ’s 
statement, “By their fruits ye shall know them,” is as true of churches 
as of human beings. The best evidence of the greatness of any 
church appears in the hearts and lives of its members and in their 
dedication and devotion to Christ and the coming of His kingdom. 


For many years Court Street has been known as the missionary 
church of the Virginia Conference. From the very beginning, evi- 
dences of its missionary zeal appear in the church minutes. In 1853, 
two years after the founding of the church, “the Quarterly Con- 
ference requested that a missionary box be provided to receive the 
contributions of the Sabbath School to the cause of Missions, that all 
scholars make a weekly contribution of one cent or more to this 
cause, and that an annual sermon on Missions be preached and a 


public collection taken for this cause.’ In December 1860 the | 


Quarterly Conference resolved “that a Missionary Society be formed 
in the church and congregation.” In the early years the collections 
for Domestic Missions, as Home Missions were then called, were 
much larger than those for Foreign Missions; for instance, the figures 
for 1867 were $59.50 and $14.00 respectively, and in 1869 they 
were $582.38 and $70.15. 


The Quarterly Conference of December 18, 1865, expressed itself 
as deeply distressed that so large a number of the poor of the city 
were destitute of religious instruction. The Board of Stewards there- 
upon secured Rev. F. M. Edwards as a missionary ‘“‘whose duty it 
shall be to gather them into Sabbath Schools and congregations and 
as far as possible supply them with the word of life.’’ That their 
choice of a missionary was a wise one is shown by their report to the 
Quarterly Conference one year later: “He has been laboring with 
fidelity, zeal, and marked efficiency for some ten months past in 
localities whose inhabitants have been hitherto almost entirely desti- 
tute of ministerial care and instruction.” One year later the Board 
of Domestic Missions approved his proposal to found a City Mission 
School and welcomed the request of Centenary Church that they be 
allowed to codperate with them in the enterprise. The following 
report, made to the Quarterly Conference of November 1, 1869, is 
quoted at length, because it gives an excellent description of the 
home mission work of the church in its early years: 
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“The entire amount reported as having been raised for Domestic 
Missions [$582.38] has been expended in the establishment and 
support of a Mission School. This school was opened on the 1st of 
February last, and is still in very successful operation. There have 
been nearly sixty scholars enrolled. The average attendance is about 
forty. The improvement of these children in letters and manners has 
been very decided and in some instances quite remarkable. Gathered 
as they have been from the most destitute parts of the city and its 
suburbs, they were ignorant, rude, and in many instances filthy almost 
beyond belief. They are now decent, respectful, easily controlled, 
studious, and give promise of a degree of usefulness in life that will 
amply vindicate the wisdom of the enterprise. In our judgment no 
work within the bounds of the Conference is more truly of a mission- 
ary character and no part of our Missionary fund more profitably 
expended.” 


One of the earliest undertakings of the Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions was the building of a chapel at Rolling Mills, which is now 
Reusens, in 1868. The following year the Sabbath School there be- 
gan with from fifty to sixty pupils who were given instruction in 
both elementary education and religion. In 1869 “Bro. Sledd re- 
ported the monthly collection of $60 or $70 for the support of the 
Mission School,’ which was probably the one at Rolling Mills. 
Centenary and Court Street also codperated in building a Mission 
church at Madison Heights, which was dedicated in September 1873. 

Dean W. F. Tillett of Vanderbilt University in an article in the 
Methodist Quarterly Review for July 1930 on Dr. G. C. Kelly 
(1903-07) wrote: “Perhaps the most notable thing about his four 
years in Lynchburg was the quickening of the {foreign} missionary 
spirit in the Church. It was during his ministry that Court Street 
began the support of a missionary and made its first really great 
missionary offering. It was due to Dr. Kelly’s influence that Mr. 
John P. Pettyjohn ceased making his very generous annual contri- 
bution to missions independently and gave it through the Church. 
Court Street Church became now one of the great Missionary 
Churches of Southern Methodism.” Mr. Pettyjohn took up the torch 
which Dr. Kelly had lighted, and through his contributions and his 
labors over many years did more than anyone else to maintain the 
church in the position which Dr. Tillett ascribed to it. 

The following paragraphs show conclusively that Dr. Tillett 
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knew whereof he spoke when he paid Court Street the above tribute. 
In 1907, $795 was raised for'Home Missions and $2,289 for Foreign 
Missions. A Young People’s Missionary Society was formed in 1908, 
and the following year another missionary society for younger mem- 
bers was organized. There were thus five missionary societies in the 
church in 1909, not counting the Sunday School and the Epworth 
League in both of which missions were emphasized. The subscrip- 
tion for Foreign Missions in 1909-10 was $5,200, the largest in the 
Virginia Conference; the Woman’s Missionary Society of Court Street 
in 1910-11 led the Virginia Conference in their offering for the 
Brazil Missionary Special; in 1913-14 the Foreign Missionary sub- 
scription was $6,729. The total offering for Home and Foreign 
Missions in 1909 was over $30,000. 


A large part of this sum was devoted to a project in which the 
church became deeply interested through the earnest efforts of Bishop 
W. R. Lambuth; this was the building of a dormitory at Soochow 
University in China which was completed in 1911 at a cost of 
$20,000. On the building was placed a brass tablet with the follow- 
ing inscription: ‘“‘David L. Anderson Memorial Building. Erected 
by the members of the Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, Lynchburg, Va., U. S. A., as a token of their love for the 
peop lcroi China wahey. eRe ti Bennett, DID y pastor’ aInt1913* the 
church raised $2,500 for Granbery College in Brazil. During Dr. 
Booker’s ministry (1915-19) a sermon preached by Bishop Lambuth 
resulted in an offer by Memorial and Court Street to build a church 
in Kobe, Japan. Before the church could be built, the rapid increase 
in the cost of building materials made the $20,000 which had been 
subscribed insufficient, and the original plan to have it constructed 
by the two Lynchburg churches was therefore altered. 

In 1935 one-fourth of the total amount contributed by the Vir- 
ginia Conference in missionary specials came from Court Street. 
Dr. E. L. Bain reported on March 9, 1925, that Court Street was 
paying the salaries of Brothers Weekley, Deal, and Hawk in the 
foreign field. In 1930, the former two having retired, the church 
gave $600 to Mr. Hawk and adopted Dr. W. S. Hughlett as its 
special missionary in medical work in Africa at a salary of $1,500. 
The following year Dr. Charles P. M. Sheffey of Court Street re- 
placed Dr. Hughlett as our special missionary. 

Our church thas given generously to the cause of missions, not 
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only of its means but also of its members. Henry D. Holt, a teacher 
in the Sunday School, went out to China in 1913 as a missionary in 
educational work. Miss Mary Ellen Hawk, R.-M. W. C., ’29 (Mrs. 
J. R. Saunders), who was a member of Court Street during her four 
years at Randolph-Macon, was for many years associated with her 
father in his pastorate at Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai, since 
World War II she has been editor of Asza-America Calling, the off- 
cial organ of the American Oriental Friendship Association of which 
she and her husband are the founders. Miss Wortley Moorman was 
consecrated for home mission work at the meeting of the Woman's 
Missionary Council in Shreveport, Louisiana, March 24, 1927; after 
doing social work in New York and Chicago she came to the Metho- 
dist Orphanage in Richmond to take charge of the infirmary. 


From Court Street have also gone Miss Constance Rumbough to 
Manchuria (1923-28), and Frank J. Gilliam (1921-25) and Dr. 
Charles P. M. Sheffey to Africa. Dr. Sheffey’s periods of active 
service at Wembo Nyama were 1922-26, 1931-37, and 1938-44. He 
was on furlough in this country between these periods. During his 
twenty-two years of service as a medical missionary at Wembo Nyama 
the church assumed his entire salary as its missionary special. Upon 
his retirement and return to Lynchburg to resume the practice of his 
profession, Rev. Archer R. Turner of Court Street became our mis- 
sionary special; he and his wife sailed for Korea in 1948 but at the 
outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 were forced to leave; he is now 
pastor of the Methodist church in Gladys, Virginia. Upon their 
graduation from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in 1930 and 
1931 his sisters, Misses Annie and Virginia Turner, joined their 
parents in Korea and taught in mission schools until their father 
was retired on account of his ‘health, and returned to Lynchburg to 
live. For the present conference year our foreign mission special 
has been applied to the support of Mr. and Mrs. Willis J. Piper, 
who are serving at Mulungwishi, Southern Congo, Africa. 


IV 
The Board of Stewards 


HISTORY 


In the early days of the church the Board met weekly. They did 
not, however, adhere strictly to the weekly schedule, frequently meet- 
ing only three times per month and sometimes only twice. On 
March 12, 1894, the Board decided to meet on the first and third 
Mondays of each month; later (March 6, 1905) the time of meeting 
was changed to the second and fourth Mondays; and still later 
(January 18, 1909) to the second Monday in each month. During 
the summer twice a month was at first the rule—‘‘It was ordered 
that during the summer months the Board will meet once every two 
weeks instead of weekly [June 24, 1878}. Later this was changed 
to once a month and still later to the present custom of omitting 
the June, July, and August meetings. 

As might be expected, in the beginning the Board was much 
smaller than it is now, the average number in attendance being six, 
and the meetings much shorter—there are now forty-eight members 
on the Board. Only rarely do the handwritten minutes of those 
early days cover an entire page of the record book; frequently they 
cover only a half page, which is in marked contrast to the average of 
five single-spaced, typewritten pages for the minutes of each meeting 
in 1948. The following is a typical example of the early minutes: 


“At a meeting of the Board of Stewards of Court Street Church held 
in the office of the Pastor on the evening of March 27th, 1871, 
Present: R. N. Sledd, P. C., W. A. Strother, J. A. Lee, R. Pollard, 
A. B. Stratton, and A. B. Rucker, Stewards. 
Question 1st. Are there any sick or in distress? 
Answer. None. 
Question 2. Are there any that walk disorderly and will not be reproved? 
Answer. None. 
Question 3. Is there any miscellaneous business? 
Answer. None. : 
Question 4. Is there any stewards’ business? 
Answer. On motion the insurance on the church was ordered to be paid. 


On motion adjourned. A. B. Stratton, Secy.” 
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The customary answer to Question 2 was “None”; in only a few 
instances were brethren reported as “being guilty of offenses that 
would exclude them from the kingdom of grace and glory,” and in 
the handling of these cases the Board showed a fine spirit of Christian 
forbearance and forgiveness. Sometimes the only business transacted 
was the asking of the above four questions, answering ‘None’ or 
“No response’ to each and adjourning. Sometimes not even the 
questions were asked, but the minutes merely record the names of 
those present and conclude with, “There being no business brought 
before the body, it adjourned.” The four questions, which began in 
1868, were continued with gradual diminution to three and then two 
(‘Are there any sick?” “Any strangers?”’) until they were finally 
omitted in 1917. 


In the early 1870's the number of stewards was increased to 
eleven, but otherwise the minutes did not differ from those that 
preceded them. The increase in number brought with it such an 
increase in sociability that on September 8, 1878, the Board found it 
advisable to resolve “That thereafter the Board will not engage in 
social conversation at its meeting until all the business before it is 
disposed of.” As the size of the congregation grew the size of the 
Board grew with it, until it reached its present enrollment of forty- 
eight. After debating the question for several months, the Board on 
December 14, 1925, adopted the present plan of rotating its mem- 
bership according to which at the end of the conference year those 
who have served four years are retired and their places taken by 
newly elected stewards who may or may not have been former 
members. 

Despite these changes and the passage of time, a steward of today 
would feel quite at home in a Board meeting of fifty or seventy-five 
years ago. The same problems that vex us today also vexed our pre- 
decessors, and human nature did not change with the calendar. 
Through the minutes one persistent note appears and reappears— 
the small attendance at the night services. In 1873 the Friday night 
prayer meeting was said to be “thinly attended’’—a delicate but 
accurate statement of an unpleasant fact. The following sentences 
taken at random from the minutes of the Board and the reports of 
the Quarterly Conference are typical of the many references to this 
difficult problem: “It would be very helpful to see a larger attend- 
ance of the men of the congregation [at prayer meeting} (1911- 
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12); “The pastor stated that the weak spot in the church was its 
poor attendance at the Sunday evening services’ (1916); “The 
evening service remains an insoluble problem’ (1933); ““The Chair- 
man appointed a committee to investigate the poor attendance at the 
Sunday night services” (1945). 

Repairs to the church, the parsonage, and the organ were, then 
as now, frequently discussed at Board meetings—‘‘The committee on 
the roof of the parsonage reported progress.’ The difficulty of secur- 
ing a satisfactory sexton was an ever-present problem, and the annual 
deficit too often made its familiar but unwelcome end-of-the-year 
appearance. It was just as hard then as it is now to provide either 
collectors for the night service or ushers for the morning service; and 
when the original parsonage was torn down in 1900, it was eleven 
years before another permanent parsonage was secured. 


OFFICERS 


There is no record in the minutes of a Chairman or President, as 
he at first was called, until 1868. The term “Chairman” was first 
used in 1877. Apparently the Preacher in Charge presided during 
the years 1850-1867. 


Chairman 
Adnbrose By Rucker....-1868-1872) John; M., Otey....4.. 1936-1937 
William A. Strother ..1872-1892 John D. Oglesby..... 1937-1941 
Col. James W. Watts..1892-1906 Lloyd G. Bair........ 1941-1942* 
Camillus Christian ....1906-1907 Richard Booth....... 1942-1944} 


John P. Pettyjohn ....1907-1923 Archer P. Pettyjohn. . .1944-1945 
Walker Pettyjohn..... 1923-1926 Wm. Marshall Black ..1945-1947 


James W. Ould...... 1926-1929 Richard Booth........ 1947-1948 

Walker Pettyjohn..... 1929-1933 Paul M. Munro...... 1948-1950 

Robert C. Watts...... 1933-1935 Lawrence B. White- 

John D. Oglesby..... 1935-1936 HOUSE LOLA ey ial) a. 1950- 

Secretary Treasurer 

Ambrose B. Rucker... .1851-1852 Ambrose B. Rucker... .1852 

Vames he Drown,... .+.,- 1853-1854 James L. Brown....... 1853-1854 

Peaty 1) etloods... 2. PSo7) GoOmmeLICN Ly MO mINOGda en. 1855-1856 

Edward D. Christian. ..1857-1859 Edward D. Christian. ..1857-1858 
Fenryal mr loodi pase 1859 


Hentyal) erhooder 25's 1859 


* Resigned, December 21, 1942. 
+ Elected, December 21, 1942. 
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Secretary—Cont. 


Treasurer—Cont. 


Edgar Whitehead...... 1859-1861 Edgar Whitehead...... 1859-1861 
EV QPOs Se ewe 1861 EO WiniTones a ly a 1861 

Ambrose B. Rucker. ...1862-1867 Ambrose B. Rucker. ...1862-1867 
AMD Otranton a sie ine 1868-18757 Ain) Stratton: ween eis 1868-1875 
THONGS Kea AenGRN 1875-1885 nub iver wees Wnmeaul 1875-1885 
Camillus Christian..... 1885-19055 Noe) Lavinder- ise, 1885-1909 
Petersen cit nt mts 1906-1909.) Peters Ainslie l,i ee 1909-1911 
WSO BIR Sor ears 1909-1917), James) DAdams wv. 3. 1911-1912 
RGU oodatien iiss LOL LORS Omran Gar rOcemrre Vin enn ay 1912-1914 
Robert C. Watts....... 1918-101 Ons Denne: Wut 1916-1918 
Annie Lind Forsberg. ..1919-1929 John P. Pettyjohn..... 1918-1919 
WA Me Black ive ia ina 1929°19357/) PeteraAinslieg nik 2 yet 1919-1922 
Dandridge Murrell ....1933-1937 Robert C. Watts....... 1922-1924 
Carroll B. Wiltshire. ...1937-1938 J. Frank West......... 1924-1929 
Dandridge Murrell..... 1938719470 A SM WY nite moran 1929-1935 
JeeGilitam(Contadt.. 1947- JSyBiran ka \Xhesth mad neste. 1935-1949 


William S. Adams..... 1949-1950 
Robert C. Watts, Jr... ..1951- 


No history of Court Street would be complete that did not pay 
due tribute to the faithful and devoted service which the Board of 
Stewards have rendered throughout the past hundred years. 

The only ones who have held all three of the foregoing offices 
are Ambrose B. Rucker and Robert C. Watts. Mr. Rucker was one 
of the oldest members and most liberal contributors. He was a 
steward in Third Street Church from 1841 to 1851 and in Court 
Street Church from its founding until his death in 1871—thirty years 
of faithful stewardship. Mr. Watts has served his church generously 
with his mind and his means for many years. The tasks which have 
been entrusted to him and the offices to which he has been elected 
are indicative of the high regard which his fellow members have 
for him. 


William A. Strother was Chairman for twenty years, John P. 
Pettyjohn for sixteen; Camillus Christian was Secretary for twenty 
years, J. W. Ivey and Miss Annie Lind Forsberg for ten years each. 
N. H. Lavinder was Treasurer for twenty-four years and J. Frank 
West for nineteen. W. M. Black was twice elected Chairman and 
twice Secretary; he was a member of the Board from 1905 until his 
death in 1950—forty-five years filled to the brim in the service of his 
church as Steward, Sunday School Superintendent, District Lay 
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Leader, Secretary of the Quarterly Conference and in many other 
capacities. There was no one who took a deeper interest in all that 
concerned the church or whose life was more closely identified with 
it. The only other member of the Board whose length of steward- 
ship equalled that of Mr. Black was Camillus Christian, who was a 
steward from 1871 to 1916 and for many years a trustee of the 
church; his son, Thos. D. Christian, also a trustee, was a member of 
Court Street for more than seventy years. 


To no member of the Board is the church more deeply indebted 
for both the quantity and the quality of their service than to Mr. 
John P. Pettyjohn and to Mr. Edward F. Sheffey. Mention has been 
made elsewhere of their contribution to the cause of Missions and to 
the Sunday School, but their. interest was by no means confined to 
these two fields—it was as wide as the church itself. Whatever con- 
cerned Court Street concerned them; they did not take their steward- 
ship lightly but were always to be found in the forefront of all 
forward movements of the church. They gave of their time, their 
thought, and their means gladly and in abundant measure, “pressed 
down and running over.” No one can think of Court Street without 
remembering how absolute and undivided was Mr. Pettyjohn’s de- 
votion to it or without recalling the dynamic enthusiasm and bound- 
less energy of Mr. Sheffey which lifted our Sunday School to the 
highest level it has ever known. ‘““Their works do follow them.” 


QUARTER CENTENNIAL 


1876 
[erecta DReWt 1B Se pepe nin a ai ae ee aM ia John D. Blackwell 
ASO LM MPIT Te ters THR HTT vias fal sie esha dee a yatta re aerate} William E. Judkins 
Superintendent of Sunday School......... ET es a Jacob H. Robinson 
Stewards 

MMA SELORIC Ee cited acta a mM Nha Tuekl dM eae A alss! ie ral wo ate President 
PAPE EME SECATCOUL cists anes ois Tiadoie «tea dated og va aie ys a es RIA Secretary 

Isaac H. Adams George M. Jones 

Middleton Chambers John A. Lee 

Camillus Christian Richard Pollard 

Thomas B, Dornin Jacob H. Robinson 

J. W. Ivey Col. James W. Watts 


Christopher V. Winfree 
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Trustees 


Middleton Chambers A. B. Rucker 
Camillus Christian W. A. Strother 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL 


1900-1901 
Presiding Eider rhe itp cua ane Steen cheat. Rev. Paul Whitehead 
Pastor int uit vet wceuco e591: Oy Ailes eer er Ce etter Same Eee tee ae William J. Young 
Superintendent of Sunday School: .........0.. 244% Edward F. Sheffey 
Stewards 
Oe BA AN AGIAN OF: ek aternias GE iy, a ALD a SPECS ai AMA My yi Chairman 
Camulits Snristian fits ok elas tei cee eee ened ie eae Secretary 
INCE Pe eaViInCe rer n ie ce ate rete cnt Sigs at gree aie eae tee Een Se are Treasurer 
Peter Ainslie Dr. W. B. Hatcher 
E Lee Bell J. W. Ivey 
Judge Frank P. Christian Tipton D. Jennings 
Thomas B. Dornin George M. Jones 
Carter Glass Richard Pollard 
Col. James B. Gregory Dr. A. W. Terrell 
W. R. Twyman 
Trustees 
E, Lee Bell Rev. Thomas H. Early 
A. H. Burroughs George M. Jones 
Camillus Christian John P. Pettyjohn 
John H. Seay 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 


1925-1926 
Prestding Hider wes accent ty ee nena Mee ie B. F. Lipscomb 
Paste ic Rate eer COIR cs J oe Dot eae ee nner ae atte ene E. K. Means 
Superintendent. of Sunday School iyo ke ste te Edward F. Sheffey 
Stewards 
Walkera Petty} obi sate tees sel so yeaa dee hee an ee ee Chairman 
Annie: Lind" Botsber gaa iin). os oka cats ete eRe ee Secretary 
E. L. Akers Richard Booth 
D. R. Anderson W. L. Clark 
J. W. Bibee H. C. Featherston 
W. M. Black H. W. Fields 


W. H. Bowles Mrs. George L. Fleming 
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W. C. Garvin 
Carter Glass 

E. L. Haskins 

Mrs. John W. James 
T. A. Jennings 


Mrs. John M. Otey 
J. W. Ould 

J. P. Pettyyohn 

F. O. Plunkett 

R. G. Robertson 
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ie Sala bigs E. F. Sheffey 

H. C. Lipscomb G. D. Tennille 

Giles H. Miller W. B. Walker 

Miss Robina McGehee J. F. West 

J. D. Oglesby L. B. Whitehouse 

H. C. Orchard E. C. Wiley 

R. G. Wood 
Trustees 

Thos. D. Christian John H. Seay 

Je) owe ve Lee B. P. Thornhill 

J. P. Pettyjohn R. C. Watts 

CENTENNIAL YEAR 
£9502 19> 1 
ID istrierpouperinten dent qe.n)s au.2 eo etc ye te Thomas F. Carroll 
Neb crass iy OI BU Ui a nara eB nee ee eg a Rn oS Hugh M. Burleigh 
Superintendent of Sunday School...............-- Chas. P. M. Sheffey 
Stewards 

Pawrence By Whitehouse, Sr... .. 22 1 ee een tee Chairman 
emlanmocone Haskins © 21ch9, eh.lqew oes oe Sais ws Associate Chairman 
PCliaanGon tad sana close tut hie rn Pe ee gh | Secretary 


Robert C. Watts, Jr 


William S. Adams 
J. Hillyer Boice 

J. Gilliam Conrad 
Carl H. Douglass, Sr. 
Samuel P. Ehrich 
John R. Franklin 
Fred B. Fuqua 
Carter Glass, Jr. 
Harry G. Green 
W. Bruce Henson 
Harry C. Isbell 
William I. Ivey, Jr. 
Theodore H. Jack 


Watches) Sen isiile. o,f er etuels eo) <i ces) shelisel Temhalpaw @ Keres Fehr oye penser © 46:1 05 bel 25879, 


John W. James, Jr. 
Stanhope S. Johnson 
Walter B. Kuhlman 
Askew L. Ligon 
Herbert C. Lipscomb 
Sidney B. Loyd 

C. Robert McDaniel 
Dandridge Murrell 
Harrison S. Nesbit 
Orson B. Newton, Jr. 
Harry E. Orchard 
John D. Owen, Jr. 
John R. Patterson 
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Alexander W. Phillips Ernest M. Taylor 
Joseph A. Pickard Lonza W. Templeton 
Paul A. Pollard Claude A. Thompson 
Walter C. Powell J. Steven Thornhill 
Alvin F. Record John C. Tinsley 
Arthur Roberts, Jr. A. Montague White 
J. Mott Robertson. Lawrence B. Whitehouse, Jr. 
William R. Seay William S. Walliams 
Edgar M. Shaner Carroll B. Wiltshire 
Wayland W. Sweeney, Sr. William T. Wright 

| Trustees 
Thomas D. Christian Archer P. Pettyyohn 
Theodore H. Jack Thomas M. Thornhill 
John W. James, Sr. Robert C. Watts 


J. Frank West 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTES 


Ever since the installation of the first organ in the church there 
have been requests from various citizens for permission to practice 
upon it. It has been the stated policy of the Board to refuse all such 
requests unless there were exceptional reasons for granting them. 


The sum of $852.83 was raised by the ‘Ladies’ Feast and Fair... 
held by them at the Masonic Hall for the purpose of extricating our 
church from a debt on current expenses which was and would have 
continued to be a ‘hindrance to our temporal and spiritual prosperity’ 
(January 9, 1854). 


Dr. R. N. Sledd in March 1869 preached the funeral sermon of 
Samuel Miller, who gave to Lynchburg the Miller Orphanage, the 
Miller Park, and the reservoir on College Hill. 


The custom of taking up collections at the Sunday service was 
begun in 1871. The envelope system of making contributions was 
adopted on November 15, 1875. In 1897 members were assessed 
certain amounts for the support of the church. When, in a church 
conference on May 16, 1897, the question was asked what would 
happen if a member failed to pay his assessment, ‘The Chair replied 
that when the assessment had been made and accepted, such person 
should be held to account, and that recusants, if brought before him, 
would be tried.” 
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Major John W. Daniel in 1874 gave a lot on Daniel’s Hill for a 
church which later (1897) was moved to Rivermont Avenue and 
became Rivermont Methodist Church. In 1930 the congregation 
sold the church to the Lutherans and combined with Centenary to 
build the present Centenary Church on Rivermont Avenue. 


In 1875 the Board moved, “In view of the fact that the First 
Presbyterian Church of this city is now undergoing repairs and can- 
not be used for public worship for some time, we cordially invite the 
pastor, Rev. W. T. Hall, and his congregation to unite with us in 
public worship in Court Street Church.’ A similar invitation was 
extended to the First Presbyterian Church during the building of 
their new church in 1899, with the suggestion that the pastors of the 
two churches alternate in the preaching. These fraternal courtesies 
were returned when in 1900 the First Presbyterian Church and 
Centenary Methodist Church invited Court Street Church to worship 
with them during the building of our new church. 


“The pastor was requested to make use of the same method for 
taking up the collection for Home Missions as was used for taking 
up that for Foreign Missions, it being so successful and pleasant” 
(May 8, 1905). 


The following are the only women who have served on the Board 
of Stewards: Miss Sue Adams (1920-24), Mrs. George M. Fleming 
(1924-26), Mrs. John W. James (1920-27), Miss Robina McGehee 
(1924-27), Mrs. John M. Otey (1920-27), Mrs. L. C. Shearer 
(1924-26). 


At the fourth Quarterly Conference, October 15, 1923, the Board 
by a vote of twenty-three to seven passed a resolution asking that 
Dr. Samuel T. Senter be returned for a fifth year despite the church’s 
long-standing adherence to the four-year rule. Bishop Candler, how- 
ever, did not grant the request. A similar request was made in 1949 
with regard to the return of Dr. J. J. Rives; he was, however, ap- 
pointed to Central Church in Staunton, Virginia, a charge which he 
had previously served. 


Mr. W. S. Gregory heard every pastor from the founding of the 
church in 1851 to his death in 1929—a period of seventy-eight years. 


On October 12, 1925, the Board of Stewards by a large majority 
went on record as favoring the unification of the Methodist Episcopal 


50 COURT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 


Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. At the General 
Conference of 1844 the church, failing to agree on the issue of 
slavery, was divided into these two branches of Methodism. The 
Methodist Protestant Church joined with them to make a three-fold 
unification. 


Upon motion made by Douglas A. Robertson at the Quarterly 
Conference of January 12, 1945, an Endowment Fund was set up to 
which members of the church might contribute funds, the income 
from which would be used for church purposes. 


The Quarterly Conference in January 1939 voted against ‘‘remov- 
ing the Charlottesville, Danville, and Lynchburg Districts or certain 
vital parts thereof into another conference.”’ 


“The church building has been re-evaluated by the Home Insur- 
ance Company at $425,000, which does not include the stained glass 
windows, organ, pews, carillon, carpet, or furniture’ (March 13, 
1951). The total amount of insurance on the church and its equip- 
ment at present is $400,000. 


“Mr. Burleigh expressed his appreciation for the contributions 
our church had made to the Red Cross Blood Program, which had 
resulted in Court Street Church having more than twice as many 
donors as any other church in the city” (April 9, 1951). 


Vv 
Church Officers and War Records 


OuR PASTORS 


George W. Langhorne.1850-1852 A. Coke Smith....... 1895-1899 
John E. Edwards..... 1852-1854 J. T. Wightman...... 1899t 
Nelson Head ........ 1854-1856 William J. Young... .1899-1903 
Georve WW) Garter 2.-1856-1858 | Gilby’C. Kelly. i. 7. 1903-1907 
Jacob Manning....... 1858-1860 Richard H. Bennett. ..1907-1911 
John E. Edwards..... 1860-1862 Joseph N. Latham... .1911-1915 
RobertoN? sledd 2... 1862-1866 George E. Booker..... 1915-1919 
John E. Edwards..... 1866-1868 Samuel T. Senter..... 1919-1923 
Robert N. Sledd...... 1868-1872 Edwin L. Bain....... 1923-1925 
William E, Judkins...1872-1876 . E. K. Means..-:..... 1925-1929 


Adam C. Bledsoe..... 1876-1880 Joseph N. Latham... .1929-1933 
William E. Edwards. ..1880-1884 J. Callaway Robertson. 1933-1937 


(Sn Leh COCs anes 1882* R. Orman Bryant..... 1937-1941 
PP DOLeSOD no ere 1884-1888 Frank L. Wells...... 1941-1945 
John E. Edwards..... 1888-1891 J. Joseph Rives...... 1945-1949 
George W. Carter.... 1891+ Theodore M. Swann. .1949-1950 
Ouse Oa DStlYy foe 1a). 1891-1895 Hugh M. Burleigh... .1950- 


MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH STAFF 


In 1919 Miss Annie Lind Forsberg was elected Church Secretary 
and Assistant Treasurer and served as such for twenty-six years. 
When it became impossible for her to attend to the duties of these 
offices because of a fall in which her right leg was broken, she was 
made Church Hostess, a position which she now holds. Mrs. Edward 
F. Churchill was elected to succeed her as Church Secretary and 
Assistant Treasurer. Mrs. R. I. Ellett served for several months as 
an interim Secretary during Miss Forsberg’s illness. 

The first organist was probably Professor Kreuttner in 1866. The 
next organist mentioned in the minutes of the Board was Miss Carrie 
M. Warwick, who served during 1869-71. She was succeeded by 
Mrs. Aurelius Christian, who served until 1875 and to whom the 


* Assistant Pastor. 
+ April 1, 1891-November 18, 1891. Dr. Edwards died on March 31, 1891. 
+ July-November, 1899. During illness of Dr. Smith. 
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Board presented a seven-piece silver service in appreciation of her 
services. Captain Stephen Adams (1876-77) followed Mrs. Chris- 
tian, and he in turn was followed by Mr. L. Rubenstein, who fe- 
signed in 1880 and was succeeded by Miss Nannie Sledd (1880-81). 


Miss Ellie H. Seay for several years prior to 1881 had acted as 
organist for the Wednesday night services; this position carried no 
salary, but the Board in recognition of her services gave her a gift of 
$50, which she was unwilling to accept. Upon Miss Sledd’s resig- 
nation, Miss Seay was unanimously elected as organist, at a salary of 
$12.50 per month. When she resigned in 1893 the Board accepted 
“the written proposition of Mr. W. S. Adams to act as Musical 
Director and Organist as follows: ‘I hereby offer my services as 
organist and musical director of your church at the regular services, 
including funerals and also Sunday School and prayer meetings, for 
the sum of five hundred dollars per year!’”’ 


Upon his resignation on March 1, 1922, he was succeeded by 
Isaac E. Norris for the remainder of the conference year, at the end 
of which Mrs. G. A. Kluenter was elected organist and choir direc- 
tor. Upon her resignation in September 1950, Robert L. Moore was 
chosen as her successor. 


The records concerning the directors of the choir are incomplete 
and somewhat confused on account of the variety of titles used, the 
uncertainty of their exact meaning, and the fact that at times the 
organist was also the choir leader. I have used the titles given in 
the minutes without attempting to interpret them. 


Captain Bailey, 1871, teacher of the choir. 

C. V. Winfree, 1871-74, leader of the choir. 

Mrs. Aurelius Christian, 1875, leader of the choir. 

L. Rubenstein, 1877, assistant leader of the choir. 

Captain Stephen Adams, 1877-79, leader of the choir. 

Orleans Longacre, 1881, elected leader of the choir but declined 
to serve. 

John F. Snyder, 1886-88, choir leader. 

John W. Anderson, 1888-89, choir leader. 

E. F. Sheffey, 1888-89, assistant choir leader. 

M. W. Holmes, 1890, employed to conduct the singing in the 
church and Sunday School. 

Mr. Hall, 1890-91, choir leader. 

Captain J. T. Yates, 1891-92, musical director. 

Mr. Beamer, 1891, choir leader. 
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G. W. Argobright, 1892-93, precentor for the congregation. 
W. S. Adams, 1893-1922, musical director. 

I. E. Norris, 1922, choir director. 

Mrs. G. A. Kluenter, 1922-1950, choir director. 

Robert L. Moore, 1950-, minister of music, 


The present choir is as follows: 


Mrs. Charles P. M. Sheffey Mrs, W. L. Inge, Jr. 

Mrs. Paul M. Munro Miss Persis Owen 

Mrs. William M. Sydnor Mrs. Alsen D. Thomas 
Miss Nancy Hayslett Mrs. C. M. Watts 

Mrs. Ernest L. Whitehouse Miss Peggy Hillsman 

Mrs. Robert Hudgens Miss Mary Wooldridge 
Burton Stewart Soloists: 

La tay Sa Mrs. R. C. Wood, Jr., Soprano 
John D. Owen, Jr. Mrs. J. D. Smith, Contralto 
Dr. Charles P. M. Sheffey Bently Ford, Bass-Baritone 


In 1929 Carl H. King, a graduate of Yale Divinity School, was 
elected our first Director of Religious Education; Mr. King resigned 
in 1932 to enter the Western North Carolina Conference in which he 
has for some years acceptably filled the position of Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Education. His successor, Miss Eliza- 
beth Johnson, a student at Lynchburg College, served as a part-time 
director until the pressure of her college work forced her to resign 
on January 13, 1947. Later in that year Miss Margaret Dukes of 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, accepted the position but after three 
months was forced to resign because of illness. She was followed 
in September 1948 by Miss Margaret Overstreet of Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia, a graduate of Scarritt College for Christian Workers; in 
September 1950 she accepted a position in rural church work on the 
Charlottesville district. 

Miss Beatrice Jenkins, a graduate of the Christian Workers Train- 
ing School in Nashville, Tennessee, was engaged by the Woman’s 
Home Mission Society and the Board of Stewards in May 1908 to 
begin serving as a deaconess on September 1, 1908, ‘‘but asked to 
be released in July as she was to be married and go to Korea.” 

During the second and third years of Dr. Booker’s pastorate 
(1917-1918) he was assisted in his pastoral work by Miss Elizabeth 
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Morton, of whom he has said, ‘She was a most excellent woman .. . 
and a ministering angel when visiting the poor.”” When the position 
of deaconess was merged with that of the church secretary and 
assistant treasurer and hence required stenographic and secretarial 
ability, Miss Morton gave up her work as deaconess and became an 
interdenominational church worker in Lynchburg, in which position 
she served with marked success until 1924. 

Miss Katherine Easterline in 1941 directed the Junior Choir and 
was a part-time director of religious education. Another deaconess 
who was a director of religious education was Miss Margaret Over- 
street, a graduate of Scarritt College for Christian Workers, who 
served from September 1948 to September 1950. 


WaR BETWEEN THE STATES, 1861-1865 


R. H. T. Adams Leonard F. Lucado 
Stephen Adams William Lucado 
Camillus Christian Thomas E. Murrell 
John T. Edwards Clayton North 
August Forsberg Kirkwood Otey 
James Franklin, Jr. A. L. Plecker 
Robert H. Glass Ambrose B. Rucker 
Edward S. Gregory George W. Rucker 
William S. Gregory William J. Seabury 
Powhatan Haynes A. B. Stratton 
David D. Isbell William A. Strother 
J. Winston Ivey Henry C. Victor 
Tipton D, Jennings, Jr. James W. Watts 
Green T. Lavinder R. Thomas Watts 
Nate H. Lavinder A. Daniel Warwick 
John A. Lee Thomas Whitehead 


Christopher V. Winfree 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, 1898 


RM eAdams, ar R. H. Oglesby* 

W. H. Faulkner* Robert D. Oglesby* 
Fred A. Forsberg* Allan B. Price 

Spot Fulks W. J. Seabury* 
Walter B. Jordan* Guy L. Wingfield* 
Claude Lavinder, M.D.* L. Edmund Wingfield 


John J. Worley 


* Deceased. 
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MEXICAN BORDER, 1916 


The following are the Court Street members of the State Militia 
who at the call of President Wilson went with the Home Guard and 
the Musketeers to mobilize in Richmond in July “preparatory for 
military service in the impending Mexican troubles.’”” Mr. Wm. S. 
Gregory, one of the best known and most loved Confederate veterans 
in the city, was appointed Superintendent of the Volunteer Army 
Department of the Court Street Sunday School; his duty was to keep 
in touch with the men in camp, send them Sunday School literature, 
and assure them of the church’s interest in their welfare and its 
prayers for their safe return. 


R. P. Beasley, Jr. R. Chess McGhee 
George M. Bell Weymouth Murrell 
Aubrey Christian David G. Myers 

J. P. Driskill John R. Patterson 
Paul C. Edmunds, Jr. Harry Rumbough 
Henry G. Edwards Wm. S. Rumbough 
Saunders Fleming Edward F. Sheffey, Jr. 
Carter Glass, Jr. Thomas M. Thornhill 
Richard Pollard Glass G. B. Tucker 

Dillard Jennings Duval Williams 

Busey E. Krebbs Shirley W. Wood 


WoRLD War I, 1917-1918 


On March 17, 1918, a service was held at the church for the 
unveiling of the United States and the Service flags that were hang- 
ing in the church auditorium. The Service flag contained 106 blue 
stars and one gold star. 


Henry Louis Amonette Frank P. Christian, Jr. 
James Elliott Amonette Lynch Christian 
Richard H. Anderson James P. Clegg 

Henry C. Beasley John W. Craddock, Jr. 
R. Parker Beasley, Jr. Lacy Driscoll 

William T. Berry, Jr. James P. Driskill 

W. M. Burnette Paul C. Edmunds, Jr. 
Percy Campbell Henry G. Edwards 
Stanley D. Campbell Saunders Fleming* 
John W. Carroll Charles G. Freeman 
Camillus Christian Clifton Canter Garvin, Jr. 


Edward D. Christian Frank J. Gilliam 
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Carter Glass, Jr. 
Henry Glass 

Powell Glass 

John Tyree Gregory 
Wesley Harrison 
Aubrey H. Harwood 
Charles M. Hatcher 
Thomas T. Hatcher 
W. H. Honaker 

T. B. Howard 

D. C. Hunter 

John W. James 

J. Dillard Jennings 
HC) Jonasson" )r- 
Frank O. Kidd 

S. Aston Loyd 

A. Vernon McDaniel 
R. Chess McGhee 
L. F. Magann 
Thomas E. Marsh 
Clarence Marshall 
James W. Martin, Jr. 
B. D. Mawyer 

John E, Meeks 
Thomas E. Morris 
Travis W. Mullan 
David G. Myers 

R. Hillsman Oglesby 
J. Palmer Ould 


Alvin T. Parker 

John R. Patterson 
Randolph L. Patterson 
O. B. Payne 

J. Carl Peck 

Arthur L. Poindexter 
John Taylor Poindexter 
Clarence A. Profitt 
Frank E. Roberts 

J. Walter Rogers 
Thomas Rudd 

George Harry Rumbough 
William S. Rumbough 
William R. Seay 
Charles P. M. Sheffey 
William E. St. John 
Robert C. Scott, Jr. 
Edward F. Sheffey, II 
W. M. Stephens 
Corey Swanson 

D. L. Taylor, Jr. 

H. D. Tayman 
Thomas M. Thornhill 
Robert H. Waterfield 
Roy D. White 

Carroll B. Wiltshire 
G. Matthew Wiltshire 
James W. Wiltshire 
T. Buford Wiltshire 


Shirley W. Wood 
Red Cross Nurses 
Nancie J. McGehee 
Y. M. C. A. Secretaries 
Harry C. Snead 


Blanche H. Lowe 


Dr. EL BaiGtooks 


WorRLD War II, 1941-1945 


The history of the flags within the chancel is as follows. On 
December 15, 1941, the W. S. C. S. unanimously requested the 


* Died in service, October 23, 1918. 
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Board of Stewards “‘to place an American flag in our auditorium for 
as long as our country should be in a state of war.” The Board on 
January 19, 1942, after a prolonged discussion directed the Church 
Comfort Committee to purchase “a United States flag of suitable size 
and quality mounted on a staff’ and to display it properly in the 
auditorium. Such a flag was accordingly purchased and placed in the 
chancel in February 1942. A year later the Wesley Guild gave a 
Christian flag to be put on the opposite side of the chancel. 

Following a discussion as to whether a service flag should also 
be displayed in the church auditorium, the Board on January 19, 
1942, decided that it might be displayed ‘in any suitable place in 
the church or Sunday School other than the church auditorium.” 
Instead of the service flag, however, a memorial tablet bearing the 
names of those members of the church who served in World War II 
was placed in the vestibule of the Court Street entrance. It contains 
148 names, nine of which are marked with a gold star. The tablet 
was designed and made by W. B. Kuhlman, the names on it were 
lettered by John H. Davis, and the idea was sponsored by Mrs. John 
H. Davis. The names in the list were divided into groups and each 
group was assigned to a lady in the church, who kept in touch with 
the members of it by means of letters and The Upper Room, a copy 
of which was sent every three months in the name of the church. 
The pastor sent a personal letter and a Lenten booklet of devotion 
to each person on the list. 


William S. Adams Paul C. Bowles 


I. Holcombe Adams 
Mee ellen. [tr 
Joseph L. Anderson 
Millard O. Anderson 
Orville R. Anderson 
David D. Armistead 
William F. Bailey 
Frank J. Bane 
Howard L. Baxter 
Lee H. Beasley 

W. J. Davis Bell, Jr. 
Samuel H. Bibee 

G. P. Watkins Black 
W. M. Black, Jr. 
Richard Booth, Jr.* 


Boyd E. Braden, Jr. 
John Braden 

David S. Brown 
Robert P. Brown 
Thomas D. Caldwell 
Robert L. Casey* 


C. Lynch Christian, Jr. 


Cecil F. Churchill} 
John D. Clark, Jr. 
W. G, Clark 
Edward F. Coleman 
Kenner C. Crawley 
August F. Davis 
John H. Davis, Jr.* 
W. E. Drinkard* 


COURT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 


Samuel F. Ehrich 
Robert D. Ellett 
Walter L. Evans, Jr. 
L. Oswell Fears, Sr. 
Palmore A. Ferrell 
Robert S. Ferrell, Jr. 
William P. Ferrell 
Bently Ford 

James B. Ford 

Kiah T. Ford, Jr. 


Spottswood C. Foster, Jr. 


Clifford H. Fox 
Jesse B. Franklin 

S. H. Franklin, Jr. 
Howard Freeman 
Thomas M. Funk 
Hugh R. Gantt 
Joseph I. Gantt 
Samuel J. Gantt, Jr. 
Nellie F. Gardner 
Herbert J. Garrett, Jr. 
W. C. Garvin, Jr. 
Carter Glass, Jr. 
Powell Glass, Jr. 
Eugene S. Groseclose 
William W. Harper 
Edward H. Hatcher 
W. Bruce Henson, Jr. 
Edwin B. Horner, Jr. 
Lester B. Jamerson 
John W. James, Jr. 
H. Clifton Johnson 
Clarence E. Keefer 
Joyce Kittelson 

John E. Krebbs 
Howard C. Kyle 
William E. Kyle, Jr. 
Charles H. Leys 
John C. Leys 
Richard C. Loyd 
Sidney B. Loyd 

T. Aston Loyd, Jr. 
William Calvin Loyd 


Alfred V. McDaniel, Jr. 
R. Chess McGhee, Jr. 
Pauline McGinnis 
Robert K. McGinnis 
Luther G. McKenry 
Carolyn Maher 

John L. Martin 
Walter P. Martin, Jr. 
George P. Morris 
Henry F. Mullan 
Robert W. Mullan 
James E. Nichols 
William G. Nichols 
William J. Nuckles* 
George H. Orchard, Jr.* 
John M, Otey, Jr. 
Robert L. Ould 
Charles K. Owen 
Earl T. Owen 

John D. Owen, Jr. 
Robert I. Owen 
Malcolm A. Peak, Jr. 
Maxwell W. Phelps, Jr. 
Jack Plunkett 

Andrew Ponton 

Allen B. Price, Jr. 
William D. Ragland 
Eugene Richardson 
George P. Richeson 
Douglas A. Robertson 
Robert G. Robertson, III 
Marshall Rush 

W. Gregory Seabury 
Harry S. Shanklin, Jr. 
Wilbur L. Shearer, Jr. 
Coke S. Sheffey 

M. Roy Sitton, Jr. 
Clifton Smith 

John W. Smith 
Samuel F. Smith, Jr. 
T. Vernon Smith 
Lawrence W. Staples 
W. W. Sweeney, Jr. 
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Dan L. Taylor, III 
Charles E. Thaxton 
Henry F. Thaxton 

J. Rustell Thomasson 
Thomas M. Thornhill, Jr. 
William Carter Tinsley 
George F. Tuck* 
James L. Tuck 

Thomas L. Turner 
Edward C. G. Tyree* 
Montie D. Walkup 
Robert G. Ware* 
Charles M. Watts, Jr. 
Robert C. Watts, Jr. 
John W. Wells 


* Died in service. 
+ Honorably discharged. 


B. S. West, Jr. 

Samuel P. White | 
Ernest L. Whitehouse | 
Francis R. Whitehouse : 
L. B. Whitehouse, Jr. 
Edgar C. Wiley, Jr. 

Richard H. Wiley 

Charles B. Wilkinson, Jr. 

Gordon H. Williams 

William S. Williams 


. J. Douglas Wilson 


Carol Wingfield 
David C. Wingfield 
Harold S. Wright 
John Curtis Wright 


VI 
The Sunday School 


HISTORY 


The ‘‘people called Methodists’” from the beginning saw clearly 
the importance of the Sunday School to the church. When they 
founded a church they took care, whenever it was possible, to found 
a Sunday School as a part of it; in some cases the Sunday School was 
founded before the church. In the early days, as at present, the 
Sunday School was a valuable recruiting agency for the church and 
statements such as the following from the Quarterly Conference for 
- November 2, 1873, were by no means uncommon: “The usual exer- 
cises were suspended and a prayer meeting was held instead, when 
the Lord greatly blessed us, and seven Sabbath School scholars were 
converted to God.”’ Dr. E. L. Bain reported in December 1924 that 
eighty-five percent of the members of the church had come through 
the Sunday School. 

The first Methodist Sunday School in Lynchburg was organized 
in April 1817 at Third Street Church by John Thurman, George 
Walker, and James McGehee, and thus shares with that of Trinity 
Church, Richmond, which was also organized in 1817, the distinction 
of being the first Sunday School in the Virginia Conference. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Thurman, “we got about twenty scholars and divided 
them into three classes, and each man took a class, and continued 
the school until the weather got cool, when the school was suspended 
for want of a comfortable room and fire.” 

From the beginning the Sunday School has been an integral and 
important part of Court Street Church. Rev. George W. Langhorne, 
the first pastor of Court Street, reported in February 1852 that ‘‘the 
Sabbath School has increased in numbers and interest and has an 
enrollment of eighty-seven scholars and fifteen teachers.” In March 
of the following year the pastor told the Quarterly Conference that 
the Sunday School was in ‘‘a decidedly prosperous condition,” and 
reported the organization of a Sunday School Society “for the pur- 
pose of raising annually the necessary funds to carry on the successful 
operation of the school.”” The Society appointed a Board of Managers 
whose duty it was “'to visit the school regularly, look after delinquent 


60 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 61 


scholars, secure the services of competent teachers, and exercise a 
general supervision over the interests of the school’’—apparently a 
sort of multiple Superintendent. 


The “‘prosperous condition,’”’ however, seems to have been some- 
what transient, for no further mention is made of the Sunday School 
Society, and in June the pastor reported to the Quarterly Conference, 
“We have to complain of a want of interest in the school on the 
part of many in the church and congregation, and of a consequent 
difficulty in obtaining a sufficient number of Teachers to meet the 
demands of the School.” But the decline appears to have been only 
temporary for in 1855 the number of scholars had increased to 200 
with an average attendance of 130, and the number of teachers to 
50 with a regular attendance of 25. The pastor, Rev. Nelson Head, 
termed the School ‘‘an unspeakably important auxiliary to my pas- 
toral responsibilities.”’ 


During the superintendency of Mr. A. F. Biggers (1863-1872), 
in honor of whom the Biggers School in Lynchburg was named, new 
ideas and methods were introduced and the Sunday School entered 
upon an eta of prosperity and expansion greater than any it had 
hitherto known. In his first report to the Quarterly Conference he 
said, “It is my firm belief . . . that the work thus progressing will 
redound to the salvation of souls, the glory of God, the promotion 
of the interests of the church, and the honor of the nation.” The 
following year he reported, ‘On the whole we think the school never 
gave larger promise of good to the Church and community than at 
present.” That these optimistic words were not merely the conven- 
tional language too often to be found in such reports is shown by the 
fact that in a later report the Sunday School is said to have had an 
attendance of 268, which was ‘‘more than 100 in excess of the 
largest attendance of any other school in the city,” and a teaching 
staff of ‘27 ladies and 18 gentlemen teachers.”’ 

It was during Superintendent Biggers’ administration that ‘‘Subur- 
ban Schools’ were organized at Glenwood, Brookville, Franklin Hill, 
the Fair Grounds, and Diamond Hill. Capt. Jacob H. Robinson was 
elected Superintendent of the Glenwood and the Brookville Schools, 
and later of the school at the Fair Grounds. Thomas M. Wheeler 
was the first superintendent of the Franklin Hill School; he was 
succeeded in 1871 by Aurelius Christian. The few short and scat- 
tered references to the Suburban Schools in the records would indi- 
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cate that they had a brief and intermittent existence. The “Parent 
School” at Court Street Station had “41 regular teachers, 28 ladies 
and 13 Gentlemen; besides 8 officers, Six Gentlemen and 2 lady 
organists’ and an average attendance of 282. In 1871 it was re- 
ported as having ‘““Teachers—Sixteen Males, Twenty-one Females. 
Pupils—97 Males, 105 Females. Total 246.” 


Superintendent Biggers also organized a second “Sabbath School 
Society of Court Street Church” with eighty-six founding members. 
One of their first acts after adopting their constitution was to elect 
a Board of Visitors, some of whose duties were, in the words of the 
constitution, to make at least one visitation each month to each School 
belonging to the Station and to visit destitute localities, ascertain 
what children were not subjects of religious instruction elsewhere, 
and use proper exertions to induce them to become members of one 
of the schools under the supervision of this Society.” 


On March 14, 1871, during the pastorate of Rev. R. N. Sledd 
(1868-72), a third Society with similar aims and purposes was 
formed with the following officers: C. V. Winfree, President; Camil- 
lus Christian, Vice-President; H. C. Victor, Secretary; R. H. Adams, 
Treasurer. Among the members of the last two Societies were Mrs. 
Emma Adams, I. Holcombe Adams, A. F. Biggers, W. M. Black, 
Miss Cornelia Brown, J. W. Childs, Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. 
Christian, Thos. D. Christian, Miss Fannie Early, August Forsberg, 
Edward C. Glass, Wm. Powell Glass, William Gregory, Walter 
Isbell, W. C. and J. W. Ivey, George M. Jones, P. Krise, Mrs. Kirk 
Otey, Thos. E. Murrell, Wm. A. Strother, J. B. and J. W. Watts, and 
Robert Winfree. Among the members after whose name the word 
“Child’” was written were, W. Asbury Christian, Henry A. and 
Frank Christian, Carter Glass, Minnie G. and Carrie M. Otey, 
Christopher and Robert Winfree, and Henry Lee and Lizzie Kent 
Winfree. The last recorded minutes of the Society are those of 
May 21, 1871. 

‘The success of the school in its early history seems to have been 
fluctuating. In many of the quarterly reports the pastors commend 
the superintendent and officers for their faithfulness and zeal, but 
deplore the irregularity of the teachers and the lack of interest felt in 
the work by the church members, to which they ascribe the want of 
greater prosperity. To us, as we look back to those early days, the 
want of more permanent success seems largely due to the unsuitable 
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arrangements of the room, which was doubtless the case with 
churches generally at that time. The stationary seats were heavy, 
high-back, wooden ones, extremely uninviting and uncomfortable. 
If the classes were large, a part of the scholars must of necessity sit 
with their backs to their own teachers and crane their necks to see 
theme, 

These defects were remedied in 1871 under the direction of Rev. 
R. N. Sledd and Supt. J. H. Robinson, and in 1885 the Primary 
Department was given a separate room ‘‘with little red chairs,” which 
apparently proved so attractive that ‘‘when the attendance is at its 
best every one of the ninety-six little chairs is occupied.” 

During all the years since its founding the Sunday School had 
met in the basement of the church. Though it had continued to 
improve in methods and equipment, the officers and teachers, and 
pupils as well, keenly felt the need of a building of their own, one 
which afforded ample space for all the functions of the school and 
was planned and constructed primarily for use as a Sunday School. 
In fact, it was largely because of the crowded condition of the 
Sunday School in 1897 that a new church was deemed necessary. In 
1901 the Sunday School had 600 members in the main school, 183 
in the home department, and about 25 on the cradle roll. The room 
set apart for use as a library was completely filled by the 1,678 books 
which it contained. 

The purpose of the library was to provide the scholars with good 
literature and also elementary text-books free of charge. When 
Sunday Schools were first organized there was some objection to 
them on the ground that instruction, even on religious subjects, 
should not be given on the Sabbath. The inclusion of text-books in 
the library would indicate that Court Street paid little if any atten- 
tion to this objection. There were during the past century almost no 
public libraries in any save the larger cities, and many homes made 
no provision whatever for children’s reading. From the beginning 
the library was an important part of Court Street Sunday School and 
frequent mention is made of it in the minutes; in 1904 it contained 
2,000 volumes. The librarian was always one of the duly elected 
officers of the school. 

During the latter part of the century it seems to have been beset 
with financial difficulties, for from time to time various ways and 
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means for raising the necessary funds were suggested, discussed, and 
sometimes adopted. One of the most novel of such ways and means 
was the Book Reception in 1898, the price of admission to which 
was one book to be chosen from a list of five hundred selected by 
the Library Committee and “placed at Messrs. Gregory Bros.’ for 
sale at PRIME CosT, and their special ‘Book Reception’ Stamp in a 
book will be a guarantee of the acceptability of the same for ad- 
mission.” As the attractively printed invitation announced, “At the 
close of the literary and musical programme .. . refreshments will 
be served ... by a bevy of young ladies.”’ With the growth of public 
schools and of private and public libraries there has been less need 
for Sunday School libraries and they have for the most part dis- 
appeared. 


The first move toward the building of the new church was the 
securing of a temporary parsonage at 810 Court Street in which Dr. 
Young and his family lived during the razing of the old parsonage, 
which immediately adjoined the old church. In its place was erected 
the Sunday School portion of the new church; this was completed on 
July 1, 1901. During the construction of the church auditorium all 
religious services were held in this building. By throwing back the 
curtains which separated the assembly room from the church audi- 
torium the two formed a single room, almost doubling the capacity of 
the auditorium. Surrounding the assembly room was a two-storied 
semi-circle of classrooms; on the ground floor were the church 
kitchens and the banquet hall, both of which are in constant use 
today. The Friendship Bible Class has for many years used the 
banquet hall as its classroom. 

The last Sunday School service in the old church, on June 29, 
1901, began with a Love Feast conducted by Rev. Paul Whithead 
and included “Exercises by Descendants of the Founders of the 
Church to the Fifth Generation: Master James Congdon Seabury, 
great-great grandson of Mr. Jehu Williams; Miss Alice Thornhill 
Fleming, great granddaughter of Mr. Nathan Thurman; Master 
Ambrose Barnes Rucker Harris, great grandson of Major James 
Benagh; Misses Mary U. and Lucy R. Patteson, granddaughters of 
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Patteson; Mrs. August Forsberg, daughter of 
Mrs. Caroline F. R. Morgan; Mrs. Maria Mays, one of the Founders.” 
Rev. T. H. Early and Mr. E. L. Bell gave “Reminiscences of Former 
Superintendents,” and Rev. W. E. Edwards, a former pastor, spoke 
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on “Court Street Sunday School as I Have Known and Observed It.”’ 
The opening exercises of the new Sunday School building were 
featured by addresses on the Sunday School of the past, the present, 
and the future by Edward S. Brown, James B. Gregory, and Edward 
C. Glass respectively. 

The year 1915 was one of the banner years of the Sunday School. 
The Richmond Christian Advocate for November 4 of that year re- 
ferred to the Sunday School as “one of the most famous Sunday 
Schools in the country.’’ Although it was largely because of the 
need of additional Sunday School facilities that the present church 
was built in 1901-02, already the need of further improvements and 
additions was making itself felt; it was this need that finally resulted 
in the erection of the educational building. 


Under the energetic leadership of Supt. E. F. Sheffey the Sunday 
School had continued to grow, and in order to provide space in 
which to enlarge its building should it become necessary, the Morgan 
property in the rear of the church was bought on June 15, 1920, for 
$6,137.50. Two years later additional space was acquired by the 
purchase for $7,000 of the Lewis property immediately adjoining 
the Morgan lot. On these two lots the present educational building 
was erected during the pastorate of Dr. E. K. Means and the superin- 
tendency of Edward F. Sheffey and W. M. Black. The contract for 
it was let in August 1927, and the building was completed in July 
1928 at a cost of $125,000. In its construction that portion of the 
old Sunday School building that was semi-circular was removed, and 
the remaining part remodeled and made a part of the new building. 
This is three stories high with a mezzanine floor, constructed of brick 
and faced with stone in perfect architectural conformity with the 
rest of the church building. 

In it are provided complete facilities for all departments of the 
Sunday School—Nursery, Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermediate, 
Senior, Young People, and Adults. The assembly rooms of the 
Nursery and the Beginners departments serve also as their class- 
rooms; all other departments have their own assembly rooms with 
adjoining classrooms. The large and beautiful Wesley Guild Room 
on the second floor, all the furnishings of which were provided by 
the Guild itself, is used for meetings of the Guild, the Woman's 
Society of Christian Service, and the Board of Stewards; it is also 
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used as a classroom for the Wesley Bible Class taught by Mrs. A. P. 
Pettyjohn, and as a reception hall. 

In the classroom of the Friendship Bible Class are tablets to the 
memory of Judge Frank P. Christian, teacher of the class from 1912 
until his death in 1933, and to Travis (Trap) W. Martin, Assistant 
Teacher from 1933 to 1947. In the adult assembly room is a 
memorial tablet to William M. Black, Assistant Superintendent, who 
died in 1871 at the age of thirty-four, and upon the wall of the 
Independent classroom are the framed Resolutions adopted by the 
Board of Christian Education and by the Class upon the death of its 
teacher, J. McK. Jones. 

The special Bulletin which was issued in honor of the opening of 
the new building expressed gratitude and appreciation to “John W. 
James, Chairman of the Finance Committee, who conducted the 
campaign which made possible the enterprise; to the Four Hundred 
and Seventy-Five Individual Contributors to the cause whose gifts 
financed the undertaking; to the Constance Rumbough Missionary 
Society, the Wesley Guild, and the Sunday School, which have made 
sacrifices to do their part; to J. W. Ould, W. M. Black, and Richard 
Booth, the Building Committee, for their careful oversight of the 
constructive work; to Stanhope S. Johnson, the architect, much of 
whose excellent work was a free gift to the Sunday School; and to 
Walker Pettyjohn, whose benefaction in the construction of the 
building constitutes the most generous contribution ever made to 
Court Street Church in her history. A just appreciation of the new 
Sunday School must include a recognition of the unremitting efforts 
of Edward F. Sheffey, who, through thirty-six years of service as 
Superintendent, foresaw the need and worked toward the achieve- 
ment of the building we now enjoy. In a large measure it is the 
harvest of his sowing.” 

The debt on this building was paid by March 12, 1944, and the 
dedication sermon was preached on that date by Bishop William 
Walter Peele of the Richmond Area. Those who assisted in burning 
the mortgage were Dr. Richard Booth, Chairman of the Board of 
Stewards; Robert C. Watts, Chairman of the Finance Committee 
when the Five-Year Plan to pay off the debt was adopted; Edgar M. 
Shaner, Director of the Plan; Giles H. Miller, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee in 1944; and J. Frank West, Treasurer of the 
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Board of Stewards. Rev. Frank L. Wells, the Pastor, took a leading 
part in the campaign to pay off the debt. 

From the very beginning our Sunday School, like our country and 
ourselves, has had its periods of depression and of prosperity. It 
has been described by superintendents and pastors in such varied 
terms as poor, languishing, fair, tolerably good, prosperous, and 
flourtshing. 

At the Quarterly Conference of February 16, 1852, the pastor 
reported that “the school has advanced in numbers and interest. We 
have the elements for a school of the highest order, and nothing is 
wanting to make it all we can desire but an increased concern on the 
part of the membership of the Church.”” But at the very next Quar- 
terly Conference he said, “I regret to say that our Sabbath School 
has not met the anticipations which its appearance at the last quarter 
had elicited; inattention on the part of the teachers or some other cause 
has diminished the interest which was formerly evinced by the 
scholars. ... Unless some more efforts be put forth I do not know 
what will be the result.” The efforts do not seem to have been 
forthcoming, for in his next report he says, “The Sunday School is 
not in a flourishing condition.” 

The minutes for 1871-72 indicate that frequently the attendance 
was ‘‘only fair’ and occasionally “rather small.’’ On several occasions 
the school was opened by the pastor, since neither the Superintendent 
nor either of the Assistant Superintendents was present. On June 16, 
1872, the attendance was 153 and the collection was $2.22. 


On the other hand the year 1878 seems to have been a banner 
year in the history of the Sunday School. Both attendance and col- 
lections were good throughout the year. The work of the school was 
publicly commended by the Virginia Conference. According to the 
minutes of December 1, 1878, “Court Street Sunday School was the 
banner school in the collection taken up among the schools of the 
Virginia Conference for Randolph-Macon College and gave toward 
this worthy object one-fourth (14) of the amount subscribed by all 
the schools.”’ 


One week later the Secretary records, “Everything connected with 
the proceedings of the Sunday School and especially today seemed 
to indicate a fresh interest and a desire on the part of all to go 
forward in renewed efforts for good in the large field and important 
work offered to the laborer in this department of the church.” 
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During the later years of the past century the average attendance 
was 250-300. The figures for April 17, 1887, for instance, are ““En- 
rollment: male teachers, 14; female teachers, 17; scholars, 377. 
Total average attendance, 248.” The average attendance for the 
years 1903-1916 was 373. The highest single attendance was 753 
on September 26, 1915; this figure was closely pressed by 746 on 
March 17, 1912. The lowest was 69 on August 18, 1907; the low 
mark in attendance for any year was always recorded in July and 
August. Attendance was better in 1915 and 1916 than in any 
previous years; this increase was probably due to an increase in en- 
rollment, for the highest enrollment on record was 1,090 in March 
1915. This figure aroused much enthusiasm and inspired a deter- 
mined effort to raise it to 1,250. No mention is made of the out- 
come of the effort. On the last Sunday in October 1919 the attend- 
ance was the largest in the history of the school up to that time. The 
offering for Sunday School Day, 1923, was $151, which was the 
largest reported from any charge in the Virginia Conference. 


ACTIVITIES 


The work of the Sunday School, in addition to the regular de- 
votional and educational exercises in the classrooms, has included 
social gatherings of various kinds, the production of plays at Christ- 
mas and Easter, and especially an emphasis upon Home and Foreign 
Missions, which has found expression mainly in the study of mission 
literature and in contributions of food, clothing, and money to 
missionary enterprises. 


The White Christmas, the idea of which originated with Mrs. 
A. W. Scott, in the early 1930's, has been from the beginning one 
of the church’s most successful and helpful activities. Church mem- 
bers are asked to bring on the Sunday before Christmas packages of 
food wrapped securely in white paper the contents of which are indi- 
cated on the wrapping. These are deposited in a large box covered 
with white paper in the vestibule of the Court Street entrance to the 
church. 


The contents of the box are combined with the food purchased 
by the annual Christmas fund of the Sunday School, and the food 
thus acquired from these two sources is placed in baskets for distri- 
bution to needy and deserving families in the church. Each basket 
contains a roast or a chicken bought with the money contributed by 
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the Sunday School, as well as a supply of canned goods and fruit. 
About seventy baskets are distributed each year; each is estimated to 
contain about six dollars’ worth of groceries. W. R. Seay has for 
many years had charge of the collection of the Sunday School fund, 
and Edgar M. Shaner has directed the distribution of the baskets. 


The Friendship Bible Class was founded in 1886-87 with the 
motto, “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly,” 
Proverbs, 18:24. The class had an enrollment of 250 members and 
an attendance that reached 175 and 210 on successive Sundays in 
September 1915. According to the News of February 18, 1916, 
_ “The annual banquet of the Friendship Bible Class of the Court 
Street Methodist Church was held last night in the refectory of the 
church, there being 181 members and invited guests present, and the 
occasion was the most successful in the history of the class. The 
Friendship Class is the largest in the city, there being more than 300 
members enrolled.” Its best known teacher has been Judge Frank 
P. Christian, who taught the class from 1912 until his death in 1933. 
Other teachers have been E. L. Bell, H. C. Snead, Giles H. Miller, 
L. E. Wingfield, Paul Coleman, Carter Glass, Jr., and Dr. S. D. 
Sturkie. Its present teacher is Dr. Paul M. Munro. 

When in May 1915 it moved into the refectory, the room which 
it had formerly used was given to the Independent Class on condi- 
tion that they fill it—a challenge which they promptly met. This 
class was organized in 1912 by John H. Davis, who became its first 
president; its first teacher was H. W. Fields, who was followed by 
J. C. Jones and J. McK. Jones. It is now taught by Hugo H. 
Cochran. 

Mr. W. S. Gregory in 1915 taught a Substitute Teachers Class in 
which the lesson was studied one week in advance so that the mem- 
bers would be prepared to teach it on the following Sunday should 
they be called upon to do so. All members of the class pledged 
themselves to teach whenever called upon. Mr. E. C. Glass taught 
a class of Randolph-Macon Woman’s College students which had 
over one hundred members present on September 26, 1915. 

Perhaps the oldest class for women is the one now known as the 
Wesley Bible Class which was first taught by Miss Carrie Lee Bell. 
The earliest reference to her as its teacher is in 1898, but it is 
probable that the class was organized earlier during the superinten- 
dency of her father, E. Lee Bell, in 1886-91. The members of the 
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class were Ethel Adams, Mattie Amonette, Annie Gregory (Smith), 
Alice L. Krebbs, Martha Pettyjohn (Fuqua), Marie Rowzie (Wood- 
ing), and Mary Watts (James). Miss Bell resigned in 1903 be- 
cause of illness and was succeeded by Miss Alice Krebbs, who was 
in turn succeeded by Mrs. W. J. D. Bell, who taught the class for 
twenty-five years. Since 1931 it has been taught by Mrs. A. P. 
Pettyjohn. 

The Fidelity Class, for a long time known as “Mr. Bowles’ Class,” 
was taught by him for twenty years (1919-1939). He was preceded 
by Mrs. T. McN. Simpson and Mr. W. S. Gregory and has been 
followed by Miss Anna D. LeGrande and Mrs. L. C. Shearer, the 
present teacher. Mrs. L. Hugh Williams, who has been a member 
for thirty-nine years, is its oldest living charter member. Though 
small in numbers, the class has for many years made an annual 
contribution of fifty dollars to missions. The Co-Workers Class was 
founded by Edward S. Brown, who became its first teacher. He was 
followed by Mr. E. C. Glass, Rev. J. N. Latham, and Mrs. A. W. 
Scott, who taught the class until 1934; it is still referred to by the 
older members of the Sunday School as ‘‘Mrs. Scott’s Class.” Other 
instructors have been Miss Alice Krebbs, Mrs. James W. Martin, 
Mrs. Clarice S. Howl, and at present Mrs. V. R. Turner. The Sheffey 
Memorial Class for younger women was organized by Mr. John M. 
Otey. It was first taught by Mrs. Kenneth McWane, who was fol- 
lowed by Mrs. W. H. Fore and Mrs. Claude A. Thompson; its 
teacher at the present time is Mrs. John H. Davis. The class sup- 
ports a Chinese orphan as its special mission project. 

The Vacation Church School was begun during Dr. Bain’s minis- 
try (1923-25). It was organized in 1924 by Miss Edna Holmes 
(Mrs. Stanhope S. Wheat); there were eighteen scholars in the first 
school and three teachers—Mrs. John D. Oglesby, Miss Mamie Mc- 
Daniel, and Miss Bessie Krebbs. From the beginning it has grown 
steadily in attendance and usefulness. The school now has an enroll- 
ment of over one hundred scholars; most of the teachers have been 
drawn from the Sunday School staff. 

Beginning April 4, 1886, a monthly meeting of officers and 
teachers was held to hear reports from committees and to discuss 
ways and means of solving as far as possible such perennial problems 
as how to increase the attendance, to secure more teachers, to make 
teachers and scholars more prompt, and to interest classes in the 
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lesson. At these meetings such committees as those on music, wel- 
come, visiting the sick, and decorating the church for Children’s 
Day were appointed, and various suggestions for the improvement 
of the work of the Sunday School were discussed and voted upon. 


A later development of these meetings is indicated in the follow- 
ing sentence from the minutes of November 1, 1905: “The question 
of a regular teachers’ meeting on Wednesday evening was discussed, 
and it was decided to hold such a meeting . . . before Prayer Meet- 
ing services at 7:15 o'clock, having light lunch served in the refresh- 
ment room of the Church the preceding half hour.’ Upon the close 
of the teachers’ meeting, which was held immediately after supper, 
the company adjourned to the Sunday School assembly room where 
they studied next Sunday’s lesson under the leadership of Mr. E. C. 
Glass and others. Some years later the teaching of the Sunday School 
lesson was discontinued, and the teachers’ meeting was replaced by 
the present monthly supper meetings of the Workers’ Council. 


The guest speaker at the teachers’ meeting on October 12, 1907, 
was Hon. William Jennings Bryan whose subject was “Ties’’ and 
whose text was “‘Blest be the tie that binds.’’ Bishop Walter R. 
Lambuth addressed the meeting in November, 1914, describing his 
experiences in the missionary fields of Africa, Mexico, and Brazil. 
The first meeting of the year 1914-15 was devoted almost entirely 
to comment upon the election of November 22 in which Virginia by 
a majority of 30,000 voted to abolish the liquor traffic in the State. 
Expressions of thanksgiving and delight over the outcome of the 
election were heard from many Sunday School officials and teachers. 
Among those who spoke was Pearl Sydenstricker (Buck) from 
China, a student volunteer at Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, 
who stated that she was in China when opium was outlawed. When 
she came to Virginia she was shocked to see the open saloon but was 
glad to see that Virginia ‘had now gotten up with China.” 

Frequently the whole school was addressed by both local and 
visiting speakers; among the latter was John R. Pepper of Memphis, 
Tennessee, a nationally known Sunday School leader. Occasionally 
there were so many speakers that the study of the lesson was omitted. 
In the minutes of January 5, 1879, there is evidence that then as now 
some of the speeches were too long. “Brother Pollard entertained 
the children with one of his characteristic and interesting talks, being 
peculiarly appropriate on account of its brevity, which recommended 
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it to all present, and which others . . . would do well to remember 
and imitate.’ But certainly few members would be inclined to find 
fault with “Rev. Dr. Young of Vanderbilt University who said that 
everybody in the school looked like Virginians, which in his esti: 
mation was the greatest social compliment that could be paid them.” 


Special occasions such as Christmas, Easter, Children’s Day, 
Mother’s Day, and Rally Day were emphasized much more and were 
celebrated with more elaborate exercises at the beginning of the 
present century than they are now. Carefully prepared programs 
appropriate to the occasion were rendered by the Sunday School each 
year at both Christmas and Easter. The first mention of a Christmas 
tree with accompanying gifts for the children occurs in the minutes 
of December 24, 1872. For the first time in Sunday School enter- 
tainments in Lynchburg moving pictures were used as a part of the 
Christmas program of the Court Street Sunday School for December 
27, 1913. The film shown was ‘“The Children’s Christmas.” A three- 
reel film of Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” was given as one of the 
many numbers on the 1915 Christmas program. 


In the later years of the last century and the early years of the 
present one the annual Children’s Day exercises occupied a prominent 
place in the Sunday School year. The Lynchburg newspapers usually 
gave a full account of the proceedings; those for 1890 were described 
by the Advance, the Daily Virginian, and the News, the last named 
terming them, “by general consent the most successful celebration of 
the kind ever given at that church.’ That the interest in them did 
not lessen with the passing of the years is indicated by the News for 
May 29, 1916, which reported that the exercises for that year were 
“pronounced by many to be the most beautiful Children’s Day exer- 
cises ever carried out at Court Street.” The program for 1903 which 
follows is a typical one: 


PROGRAMME 
Hymn ‘No.’ 206-—"Stand ‘up, Stand. up for Jesus’): iacceeue cuss were w is aulecteem es 
PEAY EE at ss) Vovelpinlela tee Pie ois ee ion PRG SA Cah se hikae Mrs. Edward S. Brown 
Hymn No. 263—‘ Brightly Gleams our Banner. 02. J00...6....-.0s0e0sse08 
RGCiRAL OTe. s(2 RM naseatiy CARNE A ain ce kates fo wee eater acel Sone nice meme AW Ambrose Harris 


Bxercise— 7) Making Summer 00 Suis 5 ee soe ss wi a een emai s ovale nc mene eee nrg ane G 
Carter Glass, Hunter Burge, Clark Cross, Duval Scott, 
Claggett Jones, Frank Gilliam. 
Song "Summer! (Lime ts ELEne ise wi. aici wih sah koe ani kia wesre min ad nigel Aer etghenn  reee 
Primary Department 
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ROC LE RCLCISG Mec ae ite kr nr Wa ute A bine ges Re oh MY OS eth aa gud ils eS 
Robert Gregory, Charlotte Kelly, Ea Christian, Alice Fleming, 
Tom Thornhill, Rita Langhorne, Sanford Glass. 

Pxercise—= Witten RAMMOW GUMGCCH oh cisuathe soe coer so aaileriale vie aicle oleaiecieaae 4 
Cherry Mae Wear, Jennie Loyd, Mary Archer Glass, Grace Sheffey, 
Constance Rumbough, Hilda Wilson, Emma Franklin. 
Pewercice- wl Jaichec wats then TOSS ahi Pac sae eed eer. alk a lahd nee a pate athens o are 
Bessie Snead, Zaida Stuart, Margaret Christian, Bessie Beasley, 

Mary Hatcher, Gladys Camp, Elizabeth Glass, Ruth Barnett, 

Elise Craddock, Josephine Thornhill. 


POL GSS Mere Cer Tee ee PT stole egret naires eee eg ga ae ue Dr. W. W. Smith 
SOLO rie er sneer PR ert ee, aru Meen stain oha ai a etna eR Rig Miss Bertie Rohr 
OFFERING 
Pivitticem isles sec SaViOn PAS” WertP are). oc ils cics ot wiclee siemens ah cele ee wie te 
Benediction cs vo css ws ees PREECE ie Cab Sey Cpt ages Rea ir A aera Rev. T. H. Early 


PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
Miss Fannie Wingfield, Chairman 


Mrs. Frank West Miss King Ferguson 
MUSIC 
Prof. W. Saunders Adams Miss Annie L. Forsberg 
Mr. Walker Pettyjohn Miss Mattie Scott 
DECORATION 
Mr. E. C. Wiley Miss Nellie Reed 
Mrs. W. P. Tyree Mr. R. H. Mullan, Jr. 


Mr. Norman Totty 


With the development of the departmentalized Sunday School 
less and less emphasis has come to be placed upon exercises in which 
the whole school takes part, and as a result Children’s Day has fallen 
into gradual disuse. 


Rally Day exercises were held in the fall; elaborate four-page 
programs were printed and the exercises were duly described in the 
local newspapers. As in the case of Children’s Day, the occasion was 
more emphasized then than it is now. The first page of the 1905 
program is printed in red and blue ink and bears in eye-catching 
typography this all-embracing invitation: “You, your friends’ friends, 
and all other friends of the great Sunday School Army, embracing 
in North America alone 155,007 Sunday Schools, with 14,127,541 
members enrolled, are cordially invited and earnestly requested to 
attend the exercises incident to the Eleventh Annual Rally Day 
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Service of Court Street Methodist Sunday School ... As we are now 
in our new building, a seat is guaranteed for each one of the 
14,127,541 American Sunday School members who come promptly 
at 9:15 o'clock. We'll miss you if you don’t come. You'll ‘miss it’ 
if you're not there! N. B. Souvenirs.” 

The most novel and interesting feature of the 1915 program was 
the Roll Call. At the sound of the bugle each of the twenty-five 
teachers arose as his or her name was called and gave the number of 
scholars enrolled in the class, the number present, and the motto of 
the class for the coming year. Some of the mottoes were: Miss Cora 
Gregory—'‘‘Be more prompt in attendance’; Dr. Richard Booth— 
‘Better work for the Sunday School, the Church, and God’’; Miss 
Ethelyn Adams—"'That in all things Christ may be pre-eminent’; 
Mrs. W. J. D. Bell—'‘Study to show thyself approved unto God a 
workman that needs not to be ashamed.” 


Mothet’s Day was also celebrated each year with a special pro- 
gram. Two other “Days” were those of Decision and of Purpose. 
On the former day scholars were given cards on which they were 
asked to signify their decision to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior 
and Lord. The cards in 1905 were signed by twenty-six scholars, ten 
of whom joined the church two weeks later. 


On Purpose Day cards listing nine purposes for the advancement 
of the Sunday School in 1905, such as “Be regular in attendance,”’ 
‘Study the lesson one hour each week,” “Attend the services of the 
Church, especially the Sunday morning services,’ and “Bring in at 
least one new scholar during the year,’’ were given to all members 
of the school, who were asked to check each purpose they were will- 
ing to affirm, sign the card, and keep it in their Bibles. Similar 
cards to which had been added three additional purposes—‘‘Keep 
careful class records,’’ “Visit my scholars in their homes,” and ‘‘Pray 
for my fellow workers’’—were given to all the teachers, who were 
asked to check those they were willing to affirm, sign the cards, and 
return them to the Superintendent. These exercises, which had been 
given once before by Court Street many years previously, were said 
‘to be unique in this city.” There is no other mention of them in 
the minutes. 

The Sunday School picnic is an ancient and honorable institution 
especially beloved of children. The attitude of Court Street to them 
is revealed in these two quotations from the years 1886 and 1889: 
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“Bro. Bell asked the school if a picnic was desired. One negative 
vote was cast.” ‘Officers and teachers voted eighteen to one in favor 
of having a picnic.” Beginning with 1867 there has been a steady 
procession of picnics held at the Fair Grounds, Concord Depot, 
Boyd’s Grove, Buchanan, Coyner’s Springs, City Park, West Lynch- 
burg, Holiday Lake, and other places. 

During the 1890's and the years that immediately followed, the 
popularity of the Sunday School picnic reached an all-time high 
throughout the country, and Court Street was no exception to the 
general trend of the times, for during this time the entire Sunday 
School was taken on seven free trips—to Lexington, 1896; Natural 
Bridge, 1897; Luray Caverns, 1898; Niagara Falls, 1899; White 
Sulphur Springs, 1905; Mill Mountain, 1911; and Washington, 
1912. The committee on the excursion to Natural Bridge in 1897 
reported that all expenses had been paid without cost to any member 
of the school. Some one remarked, ‘“That committee can take us to 
Luray in 1898, Niagara Falls in 1899, and the Paris Exposition in 
1900.” The prophetic wish, so far as it related to Luray, was ful- 
filled on September 1, 1898, at an expense of over $1,300, with all 
bills paid and $30 left in the treasury. The prizes for the best ac- 
count of the trip were won by Mr. W. S. Gregory, Miss Daisie Bell, 
Miss Cornelia W. Brown, Miss Hilda L. Forsberg, and Mrs. J. 
Edgar Ware. 

For the Niagara Falls excursion two trains were chartered to carry 
the 800 passengers—““The Sunshine Special,’ Edward F. Sheffey, 
Director, and ‘“The Niagara Flyer,” Col. James B. Gregory, Director. 
Each train was equipped with three baggage masters, sixteen door- 
keepers, a doctor, dentist, and three caterers. The excursionists left 
early in the morning of September 14 and returned the night of the 
16th, thus concluding what Mr. Richard Pollard termed “the most 
marvelous trip ever conceived and executed by a Sunday School.’ 
According to the News of January 19, 1903, “the famous Niagara 
excursion of 1899 is believed by many to have resulted indirectly in 
the erection of Court Street’s splendid new church and Sunday 
School room.” 

The excursion to the Greenbrier White Sulphur Springs on 
September 7, 1905, was so successful that one member called it 
“Niagara Junior.”” The two trains carrying the 875 passengers left 
at 7:00 a. m., and “after six and one-half hours of real enjoyment 
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pulled out of the Greenbrier station with their precious freight of 
tired but happy passengers. Not an accident, not a failure, not a 
single untoward incident marred the pleasure of the excursion.” Up- 
on reporting to the Sunday School that, though the total cost of the 
trip was $900-$1,000, it was without cost to the members of the 
Sunday School or to the guarantors of the trip, “Mr. R. C. Watts 
was given the Chautauqua salute in recognition of his very efficient 
management.” A photograph of the excursionists on the front porch 
of the hotel now hangs in the adult assembly room of the Sunday 
School. 


The week before the Washington trip the Court Street Messenger 
issued a special souvenir edition describing the points of interest in 
Washington and giving information concerning the excursion. The 
train left Lynchburg at 6:30 a. m., September 3 and returned at 
11:30 that night; refreshments were sold en route by the Wesley 
Guild under the direction of Mrs. John D. Oglesby and Mrs. Edward 
F. Sheffey. The 800 passengers were fully prepared to meet any 
emergency that might arise, for among them were two physicians, 
two chaplains, two dentists, the chief of police and a sergeant, two 
baggage masters, an entertainment committee of three, a comfort 
committee of thirty, thirty-seven chaperons, the General Chairman, 
Walker Pettyjohn, five assistant chairmen, and ten members of the 
Board of Directors. Large photographs of the excursionists were 
taken on the lawn in front of the White House and in front of the 
mansion at Mt. Vernon; a copy of the latter is on the walls of the 
adult assembly room of the Sunday School. The prizes for the best 
written account of the trip were awarded to Miss Margaret Anderson, 
first prize; Miss Hilda Forsberg, second prize; and Miss Grace 
Sheftey, third prize. Mr. Pettyjohn reported an expenditure of over 
$1,600 and a surplus of $139 over and above all expenses. 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTES 


There are extant only three books of Sunday School minutes—a 
small one covering the years 1866-71, a larger one covering the years 
1871-91, and a still larger one of the minutes from 1903 to 1918. 
The last mentioned book is a huge ledger of 304 pages which was 
written by Dr. F. A. Lee, Judge J. Singleton Diggs, and an unnamed 
scribe, to the three of whom all who are interested in the history of 
the Sunday School should be deeply grateful. It contains, in addi- 
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tion to the usual minutes of the meetings of the Sunday School, 
numerous resolutions, programs of Rally Day, Children’s Day, 
Mother's Day, Christmas and Easter exercises, and many newspapet 
accounts of various Sunday School activities during these years. 


The greater part of the official records in all three books are 
concerned with purely routine matters and differ little the one from 
the other—who presided, who led in prayer, what hymns were sung, 
what passages of Scripture were read, the star classes, the number 
present, the amount of the collection, and who pronounced the bene- 
diction. But every now and then this dry, monotonous record is 
varied by some enlivening incident or interesting printed program or 
newspaper account. I have made brief mention, often in the minutes’ 
or newspaper's own words, of some of these moments in an attempt 
to give the reader some idea of the Sunday School during the earlier 
years of its existence. 


One of the first things that a reader of today notices in the 
minutes is the attention paid to the weather. These meteorlogical 
reports vary widely in both tone and extent—from the vagueness of 
“Fine!” “Good,” “Changeable,” and “Very bad” to the conciseness 
of “Snow,” “Clear and cold,” “Hot and dry,” and “Rain, hail, and 
sleet’; from the brevity of “Hot,” “Cold,” “Warm,” and “‘Rain’’ to 
the length of “Very dark, gloomy, stormy weather,” “This morning 
is very cold and is snowing fast,” and ‘The school assembled this 
morning under all the circumstances and blessing which a bright and 
beautiful Sabbath day could lend.” 


In 1914 the Intermediate baseball team of Court Street Sunday 
School won a silver loving cup known as the Reach Trophy in the 
Sunday School Athletic League of Lynchburg. The Lynchburg News 
of April 5, 1915, contained the following item: “A fund was raised 
Wednesday evening sufficient to pay the entire cost of basketball 
suits for the Court Street Sunday School Junior and Intermediate 
basketball teams, which have been in the lead in the City Sunday 
School League since it was begun.” 


Music Notes 


The first organist of the Sunday School who is mentioned in the 
minutes was Miss Mollie G. Taylor and the first leader of the sing- 
ing, Bro. C. V. Winfree, both of whom were elected on February 
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13, 1876. Miss Ella Seay appears to have been the organist in 1878. 
On January 5, 1890, it was announced “that the Board of Stewards 
had employed Bro. Holmes to conduct the singing in the church and 
the Sunday School.” Despite objections by several stewards who 
thought that Brother Holmes ought not to charge the church for his 
services, the record indicates that he accepted the position. 


As has been noted elsewhere in the History, one of the reasons 
for founding Court Street was a desire to have an organ in the 
church. A minor crisis of the same nature appears to have arisen in 
a meeting on February 16, 1890, ‘‘to consider the question of using 
the piano as an accompaniment to the singing in the Sunday School. 
Nearly all present favored using both piano and organ, and the 
majority, if they could not get both, preferred the piano.” 


The question was referred to the Board of Stewards, who on 
April 6, 1890, reported that they had ‘“‘no objection to using the 
piano in school but were not willing to do away with the organ and 
could not furnish means from the church to purchase a piano.” 
Whereupon the advocates of the piano set out to raise the necessary 
funds by their own efforts, and on October 26, ‘the Piano Com- 
mittee reported that they practically had in hand $425 for the pur- 
chase of a piano and a committee was appointed to select and secure 
it.” One more instance of the old truth that in clerical as well as 
secular matters, ““Where there’s a will there’s a way.” 

Walker Pettyjohn, for many years musical director of the Sunday 
School, being unable to find a hymnal that was entirely satisfactory, 
compiled the Court Street Hymnal, had it published by Hall, Mack 
and Company of Philadelphia, and presented the Sunday School with 
six hundred copies. In the opinion of the publishers and of the 
recipients “the book was unequaled for the purpose.” 

When the present church was built a Sunday School orchestra 
was formed, consisting of Professors Giovanni Ottaiano and G. A. 
Kluenter, violin; Mr. Henry Farmer, flute; Professor W. S. Adams 
and Miss Henrietta Pettyjohn, piano. The orchestra played the 
hymns and Walker Pettyjohn directed the singing—a combination 
that existed for several years and attracted city-wide attention. In 
1915 the members were W. S. Adams, piano; G. A. Kluenter, 
violin; J. B. Wood, coronet; and F. M. Monk, flute. The cost of the 
orchestra was $280 per year, one-half of which was contributed by 
Mr. Pettyjohn. 


-1951 


1851 


Our PASTORS, 


THE First JUNIOR CHOIR, 1930 

First Row (left to right): Robert Holdren, William Stratton, Harry Orchard, Frank Owen, Wilbur 
Shearer, Orville Anderson, ————, 

Second Row: Eleanor Wiright, Claiborne Perrow, Ruth McGinnis, John Owen, John W. James, 
August Davis, Esmond Shearer, Kathleen Glass, Frances Tyree. 

Third Row: W. M. Black, Louise Walkup, Mary Margaret Miller, Clara Bell, Cynthia Cobbs, 
Mary Jane Crowell, Betsy Pettyjohn, Mary T. Thaxton. 

Fourth Row: Carl H. King, Gertrude Kern, Ann Caldwell, Alma Cobbs, Louise Bibze, Dr. J. N. 
Latham. 

Fifth Row: Mrs. G. A. Kluenter, Mrs. J. D. Owen, Mirs, W. M. Black. 
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The first Junior Choir was organized by Carl H. King, Director 
of Religious Education, in 1930 under the direction of Mrs. J. 1Dy 
Owen, assisted by Mrs. W. M. Black. Others who have served as 
either director or pianist or both are Mrs. W. E. Kyle, Mrs. Ernest 
Williams II, Miss Katherine Easterline, Mrs. Mayo C. Harlow, Mrs. 
Virginia Burton, Mrs. Meade Williams, Mrs. Donald Bair, Miss 
Betty Johnson, Mrs. Arthur Wake, and Miss Rena Robertson. The 
present director is Robert L. Moore. There are at present four choirs 
in the church—Senior, Junior, Cherub, and Youth Fellowship; all 
are under the direction of Mr. Moore. 


OFFICERS 
Superintendents 

POU G ELSA ORs. itor eatnc ileycieral «em 22 = 1851-61 
Rey. John HEdwatds 2...) ...-.2.-%- «. 24: 1861-62 
Abpparn her HS Gens sot cs a. fata he's. Aes 1863-72 
Hac QD MEE RODINSON fou tie es ee ess 1872-76 
Brey Mh OtaSe LL REALL Yes eis cies tp yane ys s= 5 2 1876-86 
PM COR DEO eee is cyt gt het eos kd ee os 1886-91 
0 GER TER SIGS a 1891-1927 
I MEAMRES RCMP Pus na on lee ets 1927-35 
US I GE ea 1935-40 
(oS od BENTO Oeics 1940-45 
Dpmenas PM. Sheitey.. 2... 1. ee ee 1945- 


Officers, 1876 


Rev. Thomas H. Early, Superintendent 

C. V. Winfree, First Assistant 

Robert Mays, Second Assistant 

Wm. A. Strother, Secretary and Treasurer 

S. P. Holt, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer 
H. C. Victor, Librarian 

J. B. Winfree, Assistant Librarian 

Miss Ellie Seay, Organist 


Officers, 1901 


Edward F. Sheffey, Superintendent 

Maj. J. T. Yates, Associate Superintendent 
Walker Pettyjohn, Musical Director 

Prof. W. S. Adams, Pianist 
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Miss Henrietta Pettyjohn, Organist 

William H. Bigbie, Treasurer, 20th Century Fund 
Prof. J. L. Armstrong, Registrar 

George H. Poling, Secretary and Treasurer 

R. Gilbert Wood 
George M. Bell 
Edward C. Glass, Librarian 
Robert G. Lavinder 
R. H. Mullan, Jr. 
Charles B. Easley 
John L. Williams ) Bible and Song Book 
Robert C. Watts t Librarians 
Robert S. Jones, Auditor 
Miss Cornelia W. Brown | 


Associates 


Associates 


Primary Department 


Miss Marce T. Jones Principals 


Miss Henrietta Pettyjohn 
Mrs. W. J. Young 
Miss M. Ruth Jennings 


Superintendents 
Home Department 


Miss Annie Lind Forsberg, Secretary Home Department 


Teachers, 1902 


Miss Mattie D. Adams 
Mrs. Peter Ainslie 

Mrs. J. L. Armstrong 
Miss Carrie Lee Bell 
Miss Gabriella Burton 
Miss Belle G. Burton 
Miss Vinnie Caldwell 
Miss Maggie G. Craddock 
Miss Rosalie Dornin 
‘Miss M. King Ferguson 
Miss Annie Lind Forsberg 
Miss Hilda A. Forsberg 
Miss Mary C. Glass 
Miss Julia E, Gregory 
E. Lee Bell 

Edward S. Brown 

Judge J. Singleton Diggs 
M. H. Garland 

E. C. Glass 

Col. James B. Gregory 
William S. Gregory 
Hon. T. D. Jennings 


Mrs. W. B. Henson 
Mrs. Mary W. Ivey 
Miss Mary Ruth Jennings 
Miss Lizzie Warren Jones — 
Miss Bessie B. Krebbs 
Miss Anna D. LeGrande 
Miss Virginia Lewis 
Mrs. T. C. Miller 

Mrs. Giles H. Miller 
Miss Kate Nowlin 

Mrs. S. F. Poindexter 
Miss Mamie Rohr 

Mrs. Frank West 

Mrs. W. J. Young 


R. R. McPherson 
John P. Pettyjohn 
Richard Pollard 
W. C. Satterwhite 
Harry C. Snead 
W. H. Tyler 

Col. J. W. Watts 
C. H. Wright 


| 
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Messenger Boys, 1902 


W. Hayes Adams Claggett Jones 

Camillus Christian, Jr. Frazier Jones 

Thomas B. Dornin, Jr. Busey Krebbs 

Saunders Fleming PPA Lee, ait 

James R. Gilliam, Jr. Travis W. Mullan 
Henry B. Glass Archer P, Pettyjohn 
Edward S. Gregory Samuel F. Poindexter, Jr. 
George R. Harwood, Jr. Edward F. Sheffey, Jr. 
Clyde Jennings Preston Waldron 


Walter W. Young 


OFFICERS, 1926 


Edward F. Sheffey, Superintendent 
Dr. F. A. Lee, Secretary 
James E. Loyd, Jr., Treasurer 


Superintendents of Departments 


Cradle Roll—Mrs. W. L. Clark 

Beginners—Miss Mattie A. Scott 

Primary—Miss Annie Lind Forsberg 

Junior—Miss Bessie B. Krebbs 

Intermediate—Mrs. Giles H. Miller 

Seniors—W. L. Clark 

Young People—Dr. Richard Booth 

Adult—John D. Oglesby 

Teacher Training and College—Mrs. John H. Davis 
Home—Mrs, John W. James 


CENTENNIAL YEAR, 1950-51 


The officers and teachers of the School as of December 1, 1950, 


arc? 


General Officers 


Dr. Charles P. M. Sheffey, Superintendent 
John H. Davis, Assistant Superintendent 
William R. Seay, Secretary-Treasurer 
Alvin F, Record, Recording Secretary 
Carroll B. Wiltshire, Literature Secretary — 
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Superintendents of Divisions 
Children’s—Mrs. John M. Oakey Youth—Douglas A. Robertson 
Adult—Lawrence B. Whitehouse, Jr. 
Nursery Department 
Mrs. Joseph Vigneau, Superintendent 


WORKERS 


Mrs. Burton Stewart Mrs. J. R. Shorter 


Kindergarten De partment 
Miss Mattie A. Scott, Superintendent 
TEACHERS 


Mrs. C. R. Shumate Mrs. O. B. Newton, Jr. 


Primary Department 
Mrs. F. L. Doering, Superintendent 
Miss Annie Lind Forsberg, Secretary 


TEACHERS 


Mrs. Julian Adams Mrs. Lawrence Allen 
Miss Mary Lee Maiden Mrs. Thomas O, Sterling 
Mrs. Clyde White 


Junior Department 
Mrs. John M. Oakey, Superintendent Mrs. Temple North, Secretary 
Mrs. W. B. Henson, Assistant Secretary 


TEACHERS 
Mrs. Edward Diuguid 
Mrs, J. L. Jones 
Miss Mamie McDaniel 


Mrs. Carl Douglass 
Mrs. C. R. McDaniel 
Miss Ann Pettyjohn 


Intermediate Department 


J. Steven Thornhill, Counselor Miss Bessie Krebbs, Secretary-Treasurer 
Miss Bessie Krebbs, Pianist 


TEACHERS 
Mrs. John R. Franklin 


Vernon McDaniel 
William Stratton 


Mrs. H. E. Wehr 
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Young People’s Department 


H. V. Traywick, Counselor Mrs. Charles P. M. Sheffey, Secretary 
Miss Elizabeth Blankenship, Pianist 


TEACHERS 
Dr. T. Moody Campbell Mrs. W. J. D. Bell, Associate 
Mrs. Carroll B. Wiltshire, Mrs. James W. Wiltshire, Jr., 
Associate Associate 


Senior De partment 


John W. James, Jr., Counselor Florence Miller, Secretary 
Nancy Mattox, Pianist 
TEACHERS 
William S. Williams William T. Wright, Associate 


Adult Department 


Lawrence B. Whitehouse, Jr., Superintendent 
Joseph J. Thaxton, Associate Superintendent 
Dan L. Taylor, Secretary-Treasurer 

Mrs. Paul M. Munro, Pianist 


TEACHERS 
Hugo H. Cochran Mrs. John H. Davis 
Dr. Paul M. Munro Mrs, A. P. Pettyjohn 
MrserliuG poneatet Mrs. V. R. Turner 


Vil 


Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
By JOSEPHINE M. THORNHILL 


The history of women’s missionary work in Court Street Church 
might well be said to have had its beginning in 1832—nineteen years 
before the Church itself was founded. In that year the leading 
Methodist women in Lynchburg organized in the Third Street Church 
the first missionary society composed entirely of women. It was 
called The Female Missionary Society of Lynchburg and Auxiliary 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The object 
of this organization was set forth in the preamble of the constitution, 
which reads: 


“Being deeply sensible of the unmerited goodness of our 
Heavenly Father in having cast our lots in a land of light 
and liberty, having bestowed upon us the invaluable privi- 
leges of the gospel, we deem it our duty to put our mites 
into the treasury of the Lord to aid in sending the good 
news of salvation to those who know not a Saviour.” 


An order to the treasurer of their auxiliary signed by the presi- 
dent, Mrs. Lucy W. Otey and dated February 12, 1838, reads as 
follows: “The treasurer of the Female Missionary Society will pay 
to the Rev. John Early the sum of $376.50 to be paid to the treasurer 
of the Virginia Conference Society.’’ This shows that the mites 
spoken of sometimes added up to a very impressive total. 


In the face of many difficulties and no slight opposition, these 
women worked with great devotion for the missionary cause during 
the nineteen years of the Society's existence. In 1851 when the 
Third Street Church was divided into two separate pastoral charges— 
Third Street Church and Fourth Street Church, which later became 
Centenary and Court Street—the Society was dissolved. There is 
every reason to believe, though there are no records in existence to 
prove the fact, that the missionary work went forward at once in 
Fourth Street Church, for among the charter members of the new 
church were the president of the original Third Street Society, Mrs. 
Lucy Wilhelmina Otey, and many of its most active members. Among 
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them were Mrs. Elizabeth Rives Early, wife of Bishop Early, and 
Mrs. Anne Saunders, who had served as secretaries; and Mrs. J. W. 
Morgan and Mrs. James H. Patteson, who had been the treasurers 
of the old society. 


In 1878 Mrs. Juliana Gordon Hayes, organizer of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, came to Lynchburg and organized the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society of Court Street Church, one of the pioneer auxili- 
aries of the Virginia Conference. The treasuret’s report for that year 
shows that there were sixty members enrolled in Court Street and 
that they contributed $420.00. From the date of its organization the 
Society has been closely identified with the Conference Society and 
has furnished through the years many district and conference officers. 
From 1888 to 1898 Mrs. Jane Margaret Brown served as District 
Secretary of the Lynchburg District; others from Court Street who 
have held this office are Mrs. F. W. Martin, Mrs. R. H. Sharp, Mrs. 
A. W. Scott, Mrs. L. C. Shearer, and Mrs. Giles H. Miller. In 1948 
Mrs. A. P. Pettyjohn was appointed District President and she still 
serves in this office. Since 1949 Mrs. J. Frank West has served as 
District Treasurer. 


The first president of the new auxiliary was Mrs. Jane Margaret 
Winfree Brown, who continued in this office until her death in 1910, 
a period of thirty-two years. Some of the present members of the 
Society still recall with what enthusiasm they attended the meetings 
during those days, for Mrs. Brown, a charming and gay person as 
well as an ardent missionary leader, made missions a most interesting 
subject. For many years the Loving Circle of King’s Daughters, a 
society of children whom she organized in 1888 for missionary work, 
met in her home every week. She directed this society until her 
death. They supported a Chinese girl and did much home mission 
work. In her long term in office she laid a sure foundation of deep 
interest in the missionary work and the Society today is largely what 
it is because of ‘her faithful, untiring service. 

In March 1891 the Woman’s Parsonage and Home Missionary 
Society of the Virginia Conference was organized in the basement of 
the old Court Street Church. In the fifth annual report of the 
Woman’s Parsonage and Home Mission Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, published in that year, there is information 
of interest on this organization. Under a heading “Our Commis- 
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sion” the needs that the Society hoped to meet were listed. These 
included church extension, establishment of industrial schools among 
the poor, many other types of local work, and of course the building 
of parsonages. The report in listing the great need for home mis- 
sions, particularly in the western territories, reads as follows: 


‘And look over to our Western Territory. Everyone knows there 
are places to be found from which primeval darkness and heathenism 
have never been driven. And the influx of the Chinese, with their 
idols and foul customs, is so great as to alarm the government. 
Within the bounds of the United States there are now large terri- 
tories occupied by heathen nations. Must not all these be taught 
the way of life? And should not our church send its missionaries 
everywhere among the Godless inhabitants of this land to patiently 
labor and teach them the love of God? And should not you aid the 
church to do this work? The preachers must live among them, must 
have houses to preach in, houses to live in, and we must provide 
these houses.” 


This organization was very active in all forms of home mission 
work until the fall of 1913 when the Woman's Foreign Missionary 
Society and the Woman’s Home Missionary Society, which by this 
time had dropped the word “Parsonage,” united under the name of 
the Woman’s Missionary Society of the Virginia Conference. It 1s 
interesting to note in the old records that during this time the mem- 
bership and the budget of the Home Missionary Society were always 
larger than those of the Foreign Society. In 1921 the budget of the 
former was $1,136.59 while that of the latter was only $328.35. 

Since 1913 the united society has carried on both home and 
foreign work and has grown steadily. In 1915 there were one hun- 
dred and nine members enrolled, who gave $1,090.00. In 1949 two 
hundred and forty-eight members contributed more than $3,200.00. 

With the unification of Methodism in 1940 the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society became the Woman's Society of Christian Service, 
not a new organization but a consolidation under a new name of the 
various missionary societies of the united church. The charter meet- 
ing of the Virginia Conference organization with more than one 
thousand delegates attending, was held at Court Street on October 
8, 1940. 

Throughout the hundred years of the church’s existence the 
women have been busy in missionary enterprises and have worked 
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for and actively supported missionary programs of service all over 
the world. Since 1878 many individual members of the Society have 
organized both children’s and young people’s missionary societies in 
the church and have served as leaders in them. In some years there 
have been as many as four of these groups at work. Today the 
Woman's Society of Christian Service through a chairman of chil- 
dren’s work, a chairman of youth work, and a chairman of student 
work follows a unified plan for the missionary education of these 
age groups, so that every boy and girl in Methodism may be intro- 
duced to the world-wide missionary work of the church and have an 
Opportunity to participate in carrying on its activities. 

In reports given to the Quarterly Conference many interesting 
items dealing with the Woman’s Missionary work have been found— 
a few of them are listed below: 


Fourth Quarter 1909: “Our women are supporting several 
native workers in the foreign field.” 

Second Quarter 1911: ‘Our five missionary societies report a 
good quarter’s work. Our women are working in an advance 
movement for $1,000.00 for Brazil.” 

Fourth Quarter 1911: ‘Our Court Street ladies led the Vir- 
ginia Conference in their offering for Brazil.” 

Second Quarter 1923: “A well organized Missionary Society 
continues to do good work.” 


Three special missionary projects—two in foreign fields and one 
at home—have been undertaken and carried through. On September 
10, 1923, the pastor, Dr. Samuel T. Senter, made the following 
report to the Board of Stewards: 


“An interesting fact that we record is that one of the mem- 
bers of our church today started to begin missionary work 
in Harbin, a station of Manchuria-Siberia Mission. The 
church feels great pride in another representative in the 
foreign field, Miss Constance Rumbough.” 

Miss Rumbough was an active member of the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society for many years and during the entire period of her foreign 
service at first in Harbin, Manchuria and later in Wilno, Poland 
(1923-1929) was supported by her home society. In her honor the 
society in 1924 took the name Constance Rumbough Missionary 
Society, which name was kept until the unification of Methodism 
in 1940. 


88 COURT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 


During the years of the depression in the early 1930's the women 
undertook a special work in Lynchburg, the making of clothes for 
needy school children, and many members met regularly for more 
than three years to do this sewing. At that time the local school 
authorities in expressing appreciation of this service to the community 
estimated that at least one hundred children were provided with 
warm clothes and thus kept in school. 


In 1930 the Society took as its special foreign project the support 
of a missionary teacher, Miss Annie Eloise Bradshaw, in Laura 
Haygood Normal School in China. It continued this support until 
1950, when conditions in China forced her to return to this country. 
She is at present Dean of Women at Ferrum Junior College. 

The following women have served as presidents of the woman’s 
work since its organization: 


TSVST9LO ees eee eee Mrs. Edward S. Brown 


ESE ENB Ce as Bie ea ht lala D2 Miss Cornelia Brown 
LOIS -1LOTG IMs aera Mrs. B. P. Thornhill 
19LY- LOLS S. sie ee Gv tae Mrs. J. W. Ould 
101021920 eo ree ee ee Mrs. John D. Oglesby 
L921 192271925 genie eee Mrs. L. C. Shearer 
1924-19257, ane ree Mrs. D. R. Anderson 
TO2G31 0 2iiae ant ee een eee Mrs. A. P. Pettyjohn 

LO 2S een tak sat ene eee Mrs. Giles H. Miller 
1920. eee Le eee ee Mrs. L. C, Shearer 
19307193 Lae seer eo ae Mrs. W. J. D. Bell 
1525193 Zia erate aha eee Miss Josephine Thornhill 
LOSARL OS SUE. eee Stee Mrs. John M. Otey 
193.6. OS step eee te ited te Mrs. L. C. Shearer 
PERLE Pin wuneswre se as Mrs, Stanhope S. Johnson 
SE Cs SEW Pi py an Ey eely te Mrs. John H. Davis 

1942 LOSS Rae OL ten ee Mrs. John W. James 
1944-45-46-47 ............ Mrs. J. W. Wiltshire, Jr. 


January 1948-June 1949 ....Mrs. Thomas M. Funk 


The present officers of the Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
are: 


President, ch dete tay ik ree Miss Josephine M. Thornhill 
Vice-President, SU. Ae aac ae ty Mrs. J. Mott Robertson 
Recording Secretary........ Mrs. J. E. Ware 

Promotion Secretary........ Mrs. Alfred A. Kern 
-LICASUECE ec inne eee Mrs. J. Frank West 


a) ee he =< Cag oe 2 ee mye 
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There are on its roll 248 members, divided into eight citcles and 
two units of the Wesleyan Service Guild, who are actively supporting 
many types of missionary work. 


For many years an annual contribution of linen has been sent to 
the Conference Orphanage at Richmond and since 1917 a yearly 
scholarship has been given to Ferrum Junior College. Since the for- 
mation of the Lynchburg Council of Church Women, which is a 
branch of the United Council of Church Women, the Society individ- 
ually and collectively has taken an active part in its work. 


Among the local projects which the Society regularly supports 
are the Florence Crittenton Home, to which a basket of provisions 
has been sent each month since 1923; the playground at Point of 
Honor, which has been actively supported since 1938; and the 
monthly luncheon for the basket-making group of blind people. 
Also active assistance is given when needed to the old people at the 
City Home, the recreation projects at the State Colony, and to recre- 
ation at the City Mission. In addition to the home and foreign 
projects which the Society as a whole supports, each circle under- 
takes to assist regularly in some local welfare work. 


The program of education and work is planned to fulfill the 
purpose of the Woman’s Division of the Church which is stated 
thus: “The purpose of the Woman’s Division shall be to develop 
and maintain Christian work among women and children at home 
and abroad; to cultivate Christian family life; to enlist and organize 
the efforts of Christian women, young people, and children in behalf 
of native and foreign groups, needy childhood, and community wel- 
fare; to assist in the promotion of a Missionary spirit throughout the 
church; to select, train, and maintain Christian workers; to codperate 
with the local church in its responsibilities; and to seek fellowship 
with Christian women of this and other lands in establishing a 
Christian social order around the world.” 


The entire membership realizes that this program needs many 
more Court Street women participating in the missionary enterprises 
of the Women’s Division, and so they are working actively to enroll 
them for service in the great missionary cause of the Church. 


VIII 
The Wesley Guild 


HISTORY 


The Wesley Guild was organized in February 1897 by Dr. A. 
Coke Smith at the residence of Mrs. W. Duval Adams on Cabell 
Street with the following charter members: 


Miss Ettie Adams Mrs. R. J. Hancock 
Mrs. Henry P. Adams Mrs. M. M. Horton 
Miss Juliet Adams Miss Jennie Patteson 
Miss Mattie Adams Mrs. Macon B. Patteson 
Mrs, W. Duval Adams Miss Mattie Scott 

Mrs. James Dillard Mrs. Lizzie C. Snead 


Mrs. Adams, the ‘Mother of the Guild” and its first president, 
appointed Mrs. Patteson, Mrs. Snead, and Mrs. Dillard to draft the 
constitution and by-laws. At the Guild’s thirtieth birthday party in 
1938, Mrs. Dillard told “how Mrs. Lizzie Christian Snead, Miss 
Juliet Adams, Mrs. Jennie Patteson, and herself had fostered the 
idea of a Guild until they got it organized.” In 1900 the President, 
Mrs. Carter Glass, ‘In order to create interest in the work divided 
the membership into Circles of ten, each under the leadership of a 
chairman.” The current Yearbook shows a membership of two hun- 
dred, divided into six circles. 


Its primary purpose was “‘to aid in securing a new church and to 
spread among its members a helpful spirit of fellowship.” As Mrs. 
E. T. Krebbs wrote in her poem, “Our Guild’: 


With nickels bright 

A Church to build 

Was first the thought 
That formed this Guild. 


But with this purpose still in view 
We must be social for a while, 
And not make life a desert isle. 


That this dual purpose was accomplished from the very beginning 
of the Guild is evidenced by the following extract from the minutes 
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of a meeting held October 5, 1899, at the residence of Mrs. M. M. 
Horton: ‘The ladies of the Guild were the first to agitate the subject 
of a new church building, and are naturally much gratified that their 
earnest efforts now promise to result in a speedy fruition of their 
cherished plans... . Charming music, character exercises, and delt- 
cious refreshments combined to make the time allotted to the meeting 
fly all too swiftly.’ In a booklet celebrating the dedication of the 
new church on November 23, 1902, it is stated that “the ladies of 
the church deserve special praise for their contribution, through the 
Wesley Guild, of $3,000 to the organ fund of the church.” 


But this was merely a beginning. The minutes of the Guild show 
that, in addition to such minor matters as paying “‘the bill for 2 
piano keys” and debating at length “whether to decorate the church 
for Christmas in white or in red and green, ’—they finally voted to 
let the Decorating Committee choose the colors they preferred—it 
has to its credit such varied and worthy achievements as starting the 
movement for the junior choir and for a vested senior choir and 
furnishing the vestments of each ever since their founding; purchas- 
ing for the Guild Room a Knabe grand piano and completely fur- 
nishing the room; outfitting the kitchen and the refectory and 
maintaining the upkeep of both; sponsoring receptions to the new 
pastors and their families; paying for all sheet music used by the 
senior choir and for part of its salaries; securing homes for Virginia 
Conference delegates and giving teas or receptions to their wives; 
decorating the church each year at Christmas and Easter and provid- 
ing altar flowers on the Sundays on which they have not been 
contributed by members of the church; giving an initial $3,000 to 
the Building Fund, and by personal efforts and contributions over 
many years helping to pay the debt incurred in the construction of 
the educational building. They also purchased a carpet for the adult 
assembly room of the Sunday School in 1917, provided the velvet 
curtain which formerly separated this room from the church audi- 
torium, gave the mural which is below the stained glass window in 
the rear of the pulpit, and have from time to time repaired or re- 
placed various items in the interior furnishings of the church. Their 
latest contribution was the gift of $1,000 to the Centennial Fund 
for the new organ. 

The income of the Guild is derived partly from the dues of its 
members but chiefly from the dinners which the Guild serves for 
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such civic, educational, and religious organizations as the Lynchburg 
Chamber of Commerce, the Randolph-Macon Woman’s College 
Alumnz Association, and the district and annual conferences of our 
own and other churches. The Guild Scrapbook contains letters from 
these organizations to Mrs. J. Frank West and her helpers praising 
in the highest terms the food and service they received. In 1902-03 
the Guild raised $3,597 and in 1919-20, $1,100. The balance on 
hand in September 1948 was $1,158, in February 1949 it was 
$1,628, and in September 1950 it was $1,188. 


That they took their deliberations seriously and without shirking 
their responsibilities is indicated by such entries as this: ‘There be- 
ing no further business, the seventeen survivors of an unusually long 
meeting adjourned.” But in their consideration of these more 
weighty matters they took care not to neglect the second part of their 
twofold aim in the founding of the organization—‘‘to spread among 
their members a helpful spirit of fellowship.” The monthly social 
meetings and the annual picnic in May did much to promote this 
Spirit. Such entries as the following are not infrequently to be 
found in the minutes: 


“Sunshine and balmy air brought forth an unusually large crowd, 
and there was much pleasant chatter over the punch cups and the 
salad plates.” 


“Sandwiches were served in delicious abundance.” 


“AIL agreed that good weather, good food, and good company 
combined to make a good time for everybody.” 


‘Gay converse, wit, and repartee filled the moments with pleasure, 
the time passing all too swiftly.” 


“Delightful refreshments were served and all felt that these meet- 
ings were for the good of the church.” 


We thus see that during the more than fifty years of its existence 
the Guild has held firmly to its original aims—the care and the 
improvement of the church building and the promotion of fellowship 
among its members—and has amply confirmed the following tribute 
paid to them in an early history (1901) of the organization: ‘“The 
work of these women has proved that woman possesses qualities of 
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sterling worth and is fully capable of making a success of any work 
that she undertakes.” And I think we may rest assured that the 
wish expressed in “Our Guild,” 


May Wesley from his home on high 
Approve our work as the days go by, 


has been amply granted. 


THE GUILD SCRAPBOOK 


The Guild has proven an ideal method for developing church 
workers, and the good that has been ‘done soctally can never 
be estimated.—Bishop A. Coke Smith. 


Among the attractions at an Advertising Bazaar held in a ware- 
house at the corner of Main and Eighth Streets was a voting contest 
for the prettiest woman and the most popular man in Lynchburg, 
the prizes being a thorough-bred calf and a tailor-made suit of 
clothes. The calf was won by Miss Lucy Patteson with 1,877 votes; 
runners-up were Miss Sallie Carroll, 685 votes and Miss Ruth Jen- 
nings, 519. The suit of clothes was captured by N. H. Lavinder, 
with J. T. Bowman and James A. Scott as runners-up. (March 1903) 


In the early years of the Guild the social meetings were held at 
the homes of the members and were featured by games and contests 
of various sorts, recitations and musical and vocal selections, as well 
as a variety of ‘refreshments of a delicious character including both 
dainties and substantials,’’ and even an occasional bit of business. 


“The Junior Guild having disbanded, a number of the young 
people united with the seniors, thus strengthening the working force 
of the latter.” (February 9, 1904) 


“The May Queen given at the Rivermont Casino under the aus- 
pices of the Wesley Guild of the Court Street Methodist Church was 
not only an immense financial and social success but an artistic success 
as well.” (May 1904) 


‘The menu consisted of Virginia ham, fried oysters, beaten bis- 
cuits, tomatoes with mayonnaise on lettuce, olives, hot chocolate, 
ribbon ice cream, cakes, and mints’ and fully merited the words 
“tempting viands’’ that were applied to it. 
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This little sock we give to you 
Is not for you to wear, 
Please multiply your size by two 
And place therein with care 
In silver or in cents, 
Just twice the number that you wear, 
(We hope it is immense.) 
So if you wear a No. 10 
You owe us twenty, see? 
Which dropped within the little sock 
Will fill our hearts with glee. 
‘Tis all we ask, it isn’t much, 
And hardly any trouble, 
But if you only have one foot, 
We'll surely charge you double. 
Now if you have a friend quite dear, 
You'd like to bring with you, 
Or if you know some one who'd come, 
We'd gladly give you two; 
So don’t forget the place and date— 
We'll answer when you knock, 
And welcome you with open arms, 
But Don’T ForcGet Your SOCK. 


REFRESHMENTS 
Mrs. Macon Patteson’s, 315 Fifth Street 


“A letter from the members of Company L, 116th U. S. Infantry 
at Camp McClellan, signed by Lieut. R. Chess McGhee, thanking 
the ladies of the Wesley Guild and the Co-workers Class of Court 
Street Methodist Church for their Christmas gift of $125 has just 
been received in the city.” (1917) 


The first yearbook of the Guild was issued in 1943-44 under the 
direction of Mrs. William H. Fore, who was president during that 
year. The gavel used in the meetings of the Guild was given by 
Mrs. E. T. Krebbs, one of the early members. 


The Guild celebrated its semi-centennial on February 10, 1947, 
with an elaborate luncheon at which a giant fifty-candle birthday 


THE WESLEY GUILD 95 


cake was cut by the charter members that were present, assisted by 
former presidents. ‘“The highlight of this meeting was the talk given 
by Mrs. John H. Davis on Guild activities during the past fifty years.” 


PRESIDENTS 

Nits eu eA clams nee ane es SEs As BN Ren 1897-1898 
IVE tsar NCO LTS IA Thl DU ieee tee ec erie ln So ee naan 1898-1899 
RVitoemL watc@e OUCH CY ame teen usta etc arenas ae. Mea sek se's 1899-1900 
EVE TE SHAG AI EC CCS ASS EU er er ee reticence ree ane Wises kyle 5 1900-1901 
IM rm Ae SN OC OCG Mars ae Vel tnt aoe elala tare Siahels Mist aca 9 1901-1902 
NCSC ALAC GT LASS erie rae nt cet A Aoi eh 2c nu atic tere 1902-1903 
IVE Goem PODMIV ee OLE etna erat rete. elp Score a oe ce eran arr 40 1903-1904 
Nis, LO Saree Sige d a ecu. ele nein arene eT an ANE ea Ber ica oan i 1904-1905 
VET SOMIVUPR RCV CUI GS eter e ite che tee Freier a hte ores ona 1905-1906 
IW BR (CAREER CO) BINS ae 0/2 Re eT ea ee ear 1906-1907 
HRS. Ue 12209 BaYeticed ant | Recs oe he rene odie a So) geht eer ata ar 1907-1908 
VErcmeCStleSW ET MaViT cr mei ees ret kts, Seem oN iyH a 1908-1909 
ICOM Ova IRAIATIIS AOL oni Peete Gb cs Severe ee mance ees ke 1909-1910 
VED SMECGTICS mre VEL Let mae ere te an noth eau Esker Wont iad aMs te 1910-1911 
iibes. elivsiee Ree I forest tne orgie te Cae ohn en ae ee eee 1911-1912 
INNS NG Td BY 1 BY ate se ce eR ne Saenee aNmia Care 1912-1913 
PVA Comme ems ES CaS (Vics Were be ta es hy tes natn vee vet ae es ene oe 1913-1914 
Vit cmm MLC ATM Ate ee) Sent, Ua Ac nlf leve ie eden vustont ag: 1914-1915 
WAS. 4b LETTS ANUS oes 4 GRO hey Ary oe ae ee 1915-1916 
INET SRICHIATC MOOUEL ete ee tree, ee re hose cael ee eh MIs arictonst 1916-1917 
IVT SHENK Re IVA SROLOK CS ee meee ee et Ne soog Svante al rea abe eee telels 1917-1918 
Wc CMTE ME POLIT CEX CCT ttre SE Bees i Sec tpuse ya ieee hae yeh Tonge: ans 1918-1919 
Mrs, Walter Carroll* 

Mrs. J, Frank West ich. Bete poet nore Aaa hea ein eee pe 1919-1920 
IN comme ee Petey OLIN erse muons et. weap meio Se atricy ao eis) ieee 1920-1921 
Mrs. R. S. Jones De Roe ee ees ea Fae cr seers, ee ela os 1921-1922 
VES PML TOLITe ct ea aes cee ce ie nov eat oes os seed lees. 1922-1923 
item OtamhOpers.s JOLMSON wast teune ects tetacriies a es es 1923-1924 
me Mie Ng \ ert tere Rem Meer Mia cc hc Sy 1924-1925 
Mrs. F. O. Plunkett 

TW ERO TAEEE 1S RO RU nme ae Rea Bee gery hock er te 5 eee nie eae 1925-1926 
GEG, By Tale | footers Fekiaimperyhaerh oe cere nes yh nea cro meen eae a 1926-1927 
Pvinomme ORL CA CMY CSUs taste yin, Lt nee tlre aey auee sees aie orn os os 1927-1928 
WEIS. lal 5 De JERS rag (oN sTe Le Ne i eebor ecioge ony co eS shave ae eae 1928-1929 
IM tommy Onta pile | WWE int eet, wics is cate cei ele oie ee 1929-1930 


* Elected but did not serve. 


96 


COURT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 


Miss: Margaret Yates (it .curm). 2 xterm ste eet cee eaten gen 1930-1931 
Mes... Jolin M-) Otey scn/ $96) sixty > ects eetraecele hte see, pene eee 1931-1932 
Mrs, J. Brank) West: Witte oie eee ee ceer, 1932-1933 
Mrs, WaPo yrees ici ee te ete en ee 1933-1934 
Mrs; Richard (Booth ity coi cy, oti ee ek ek ee 1934-1935 
Mrs... Spencer i] rsa 0 es ce ete Care ee ey 1935-1936 
Mrs. Jobin Mo Otey ro i ete tee coke terete el eee 1936-1937 
Mrs. A. ~P.\Pettyjohin yy 24 i.a7 ce etree rie Rind ats nee eee 1937-1938 
Mrs. Ro Orman sBtyant ore. sie te ne ee a ee ee 1938-1939 
Mrs. Edwin: B. Horners... 0a ee ea ieee eine 1939-1940 
Mrs.i0. 0. Gobibs so. soc re re ston ea ae eee 1940-1941 
Mrs. Stanhope :s. \JODNSOnate ie iim eaemnete tanec tare 1941-1942 
Mrs. Alsen! D.*Thiomasi ce ict tems iat eoete cuatane ietenarae 1942-1943 
Miers.) Willa SEY OR Onesie foi eee te es ere Recent eer 1943-1944 
Mrs’: Richard” Booth (1). kjaoe se teste tent ee oe et 1944-1945 
Mrs. John SH Davisial ime. te ease: etme et lei ate rl na a 1945-1946 
Mes. Dhomds) Mo Bunt cnoce cai eer ot ocr te ay a ee ante 1946-1947 
MiéssaRopert: Hi) Graw leven eu ence eee 1947-1948 
MrsisDD. Marvin ‘Penithy ine eet. asics seen ey gine eee ei a et 1948-1949 
Mrss Joho (Gi) Potts 2 Ucn a stein hs 2a ete eet ee bn ea oe 1949-1950 
Mrs. Benjamin BY Grady crac ees scr, etn, ener ote eee ee 1950-1951 


OFFICERS, 1950-51 


President.) < {iittke ene. meee Mrs. Benjamin F. Grady 
Vice-President ip ak tat ean ean ee Mrs. John G, Potts 
Recordin 2 -Scctea ly wee eee Mrs. W. F. Thornton 
Corresponding Secretary........ Mrs. Frank K. Williams 
FLPCAaSUTEr denrawe eener ie tet et Tee ret Mrs. Edwin B. Horner 


Historian [se ae ce eee Mrs. O. C. Rucker, Jr. 


Conclusion 
God of grace and God of glory, 


Grant us wisdom, 
Grant us courage, 
That we fail not man nor Thee! 


The history of Court Street Methodist Church has been one of 
achievement and of service not only to its own members but to all 
mankind. There is no continent upon the globe that has not felt the 
healing touch of Court Street in her ministry to the bodies, minds, 
and souls of men. For many years the sun has never set upon Court 
Street's far-flung empire. Our church has given us a wonderful 
heritage—a heritage that is worth keeping at any cost. 

We are, like the hero of Locksley Hall, ‘the heir of all the ages” 
in that we are deeply indebted to the countless men and women in 
the past who have given their time, their money, and themselves to 
make our church what it is today—they have labored and we ate 
entered into their labor. The only way we can pay this debt is not 
only to do all that we can to maintain the church in its present high 
position but to make it even better year by year. Neither a plant, 
hor a man, nor a church can stand still—they all must either grow 
or die. When they stop going forward, they begin to go backward. 
If we are not helping our church to go forward, we are not in deed 
and in truth members of it but only names upon her roll, merely 
that and nothing more. 

Robert Browning, thinking of three great victories of the English 
fleet, each of which saved England from invasion, wrote, 


Here and here did England help me: how can I help 

- England?’—-say, 

Whoso turns as I, this evening, turn to God to praise 
and pray. 


Court Street has helped our forefathers, and it has helped us in more 
ways than we can enumerate. ‘How can we help Court Street?’ let 
us say. And in helping Court Street we shall help our children, our 
children’s children, and perhaps most of all ourselves. “Others have 
paved a way for us; we must do so for those coming after us, just 
as Christ paved a way for all to the stars.” 
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The large number of persons whose names occur in the History—over 
nine hundred persons are mentioned in the text, some of them many times 
—makes a complete Index impracticable, if not impossible. The pages 
that follow are intended as a guide to the contents of the book rather 


than a comprehensive Index of it. 


Biggers, Abram F., 61-62. 

Boy Scout Troops, 30. 

Black, W. M., service to church of, 43- 
44; 19, 46, 65, 66, 79. 

Bryan, Wm. Jennings, 71. 

Bryant, Rev. R. Orman, pastorate of, 
ee i 

Bulletin, history of, 22. 

Burleigh, Rev. Hugh M., picture of, 19; 
2081664705 0,051: 


Centenary Methodist Church, 3, 4, 16 n., 
37, 38, 49, 84. 

Chancel cross, 25; candlesticks, 25. 

Chancel mural, 17, 91. 

Chancel window, symbolism in, 17. 

Children’s Day, 72. 

Chimes, story of, 23-24. 

Choir, 1950-1951, 53; 91. 

Choir Directors, 52-53. 

Christian, Camillus, length of steward- 
ship, 45; 13, 35, 43, 44, 46, 54, 62. 

Christian Endeavor Society, 29. 

Christmas exercises, 72. 

Church School, see Sunday- School. 

Churchill, Mrs. Edward F., Church 
Secretary, x, Xijo21, 51; 57. 

Communion service, gift of, 22-23; 24. 

Court Street Hymnal, 78. 

Court Street Methodist Church, building 
the first church, 7; founders of, 7-8; 
picture of, 10; interior of, 11; colored 
congregation, 11; building and dedi- 
cation of present church, 13-18; pic- 
ture of, 18;  semi-centennial, 14; 
seventy-fifth anniversary, 18; centen- 
nial celebration, 19-21; membership, 
21; contributions to funds and or- 
ganizations, 34; see also Fourth Street 
Church. 

Co-Workers Class, 70. 
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Davis, John H., donor of altar flowers, 
25; founder of Independent Bible 
Class, 69; Superintendent of Sunday 
School, 79, 81; 57. 

Deaconesses, 53-54. 

Decision Day, 74. 

Directors of religious education, 53-54. 

District Superintendents of Lynchburg 
District, 4. 

Dorcas Society, 27. 

“Dornin’s Tuesday Meeting, Brother,” 
27-28. 

Dow, Lorenzo, 2-3. 


Early, Bishop John, portrait, frontis- 
piece, xi, 23; life of, 6-7; 9, 10, 11, 
25, 26, 28, 36, 84, 85. 

Epworth League, 29. 


Female Missionary Society of Lynchburg 
and Auxiliary Missionary Society of 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 84. 

Fidelity Class, 70. 

Fireside Group, 31. 

Flowers, altar, 25, 91. 

Forsberg, Annie Lind, Church Secretary 
and Chutch Hostess, x, 22, 51; 31, 
A446, °73; 81, 82. 

Forsberg, Colonel August, Board’s ap- 
preciation of, 23; 14, 15, 54, 62, 
64, 80. 

Fourth Street Methodist Church, found- 
ers, 7-8; building of, 7-9; dedication 
of, 10; pews in, 9-10; sextons of, 
10; first Board of Stewards, 10; per- 
sonages, 25; 84, see also Court Street 
Methodist Church. 

Friendship Bible Class, 64, 66, 69. 


Gifts and memorials, 22-25. 
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Gilliam, James R., donor of chimes, 
24545, 1a. 


Homes Corporation, 33. 
Hostess, Church, x, 22, 51. 


Independent Bible Class, 66, 69. 


Johnson, Stanhope S., made drawings of 
present church, 15; describes archi- 
tecture of present church, 17; archi- 
tect of Sunday School building, 18, 
66; 47. 

Jones, George M., donor of windows 
and pulpit furniture, 23; suggested 
founding of R.M.W.C., 34; statue of, 
34-35; donor of college library, 35; 
45, 46, 62. 

Junior Choir, 79, 91. 


Kelly, Rev. G. C., aroused missionary 
spirit in church, 38; 26, 51. 
King’s Daughters, Loving Circle of, 85. 


Lambuth, Bishop Walter R., portrait, 
24; missions, 39, 71. 


Mead, Rev. Stith, founder of Methodism 
in Lynchburg, 1-2. 

Memorial Methodist Church, founding 
of, 33; 39. 

Men’s Club, 28. 

Messenger, Court Street, 22. 

Methodism in Lynchburg, History of, 1-5. 

Methodist Youth Fellowship, 31. 

Mexican Border War, members in, 55. 

Missions, Court Street’s contribution of 
its means and members to, 37-40; 
missionary church of Virginia Con- 
ference, 37; W.S.C.S. and other 
missionary societies, 30-31, 84-89; 71. 

Mother’s Day, 74. 

Moving picture projector, 25. 


Offering plates and alms bowl, 23. 

Organ, opposition to, 8; gift of, 8, 23; 
rebuilt, 19; chimes in, 24; Wesley 
Guild gift to, 91. 

Organists, roll of, 51-53. 


Parsonages, history of, 25-26; 43. 
Pastors, roll of, 1851-1951, 51; picture 
of, 78. 


COURT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 


Pettyjohn, John P., built R.M.W.C. 
buildings, 35; generous contributor 
to missions, 38; tribute to, 45; 13, 
14, 24, 43, 44, 46, 47, 80. 

Pettyjohn, Walker, organizer of Men’s 
Club, 28; benefactor in construction 
of Educational Building, 66; General 
Chairman of S.S. picnic to Washing- 
ton, 76; author and donor of Court 
Street Hymnal, 78; 35, 43, 46, 73, 
78, 79. 

Picnics, Sunday School, 74-76. 

Presiding Elders of Lynchburg District, 
1850-1942, 4. 

Pulpit furniture, gift of, 23. 

Purpose Day, 74. 


Rally Day, 72. 

Randolph-Macon College, 36. 

Randolph-Macon Woman's College, 34- 
=e) 

Revivals, 31-32. 

Robertson, Rev. J. Callaway, pastorate 
a PO Ea Ae Ue 

Roll Call, Sunday School, 74. 

Rosebuds, 30. 

Rucker, Ambrose B., one of the founders 
of Court Street, 7-11; stewardship of, 
44; 13, 41, 43, 46, 54. 


Secretary, Church, 51. 

Sewing Circle, 27. 

Sheffey, Edward F., chairman of Build- 
ing Committee of present church, 14; 
editor of Messenger, 22; portrait of, 
28; tributes to, 45, 66; 13, 18, 24, 
35046 A7S2°65)0 75.479, Si: 

Sheffey Memorial Class, 70. 

Sheffey Memorial Home, 33. 

Smith, Bishop A. Coke, 13, 35, 51, 93. 

Societies, Church, 27-31. 

Staff, Church, 51-54. 

Stewards, Board of, history of, 41-43; 
officers, 43-48; notes from minutes 
of, 48-50; women on, 49. 

Substitute Teachers Class, 69. 

Sunday School, history of, 60-68; socie- 
ties in, 60-62; library of, 63-64; last 
service in old church, 64; Educational 
Building, 65-67; attendance, 68; ac- 
tivities, 68-76; classes, 69-70; teachers’ 
meetings, 70-71; Christmas exercises, 
72; Children’s Day exercises, 72-73; 
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Rally Day exercises, 73-74; Roll Call 
exercises, 74; Mother’s Day, 74; 
Purpose Day, 74; picnics, 74-76; 
notes from minutes, 76-77; music 
notes, 77-79; superineendents, 1851- 
1951, 79; officers and teachers in 
1876, 1901-02, 1926, 1950-51, 79-83. 
Symbolism in chancel window, 17-18. 


Third Street Methodist Church, history, 
3-4; 7, 8, 84. 

Thornhill, Josephine M., acknowledg- 
ment to, xi; author of chapter on 
W.S.C.S., 84; President of W.S.CS., 
D9u 882313573, 


Vacation Church School, 70. 
Virginia Conference, sessions of in 
Lynchburg, 1808-1946, 4-5. 


War Between the States, members in, 
54-012: 

Watts, Robert C., chairman of centen- 
nial celebration, 20; chairman, secre- 
tary, treasurer of Board of Stewards, 
43-44; tribute to, 44; manager of 


White Sulphur Springs picnic, 76; 
35, 47, 48, 66, 80. 

Wells, Rev. Frank L., pastorate of, 19; 
Teese Gt 

Wesley Bible Class, 69-70. 

Wesley Guild, 90-96; history of, 90-93; 
Junior Guild, 93; Scrapbook, 93-95; 
Silk Sock Social Circle No. 1, 94; 
presidents, 95-96 ; officers, 1950-51, 96. 

White Christmas, 68-69. 

Windows, gift of Geo. M. Jones and 
wife, 23; chancel window, 17. 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, 85. 

Woman’s Missionary Society, 86, 87. 

Woman’s Parsonage and Home Mission- 
ary Society, 85. 

Woman’s Society of Christian Service, 
84-89. 

World War I, members in, 55-56. 

World War Il, members in, 56-59. 


Young Couples’ Club, 31. 

Young People’s Home Missionary So- 
ciety, 30-31. 

Young Woman’s Missionary Society, 
30-31. 


Sei 
on 


ei 


ee 


‘twin * en : 
i Cn 


hss ‘e 


n Ate 


Pine 


ee es 
‘i 
pa mat a 
re! 
=~ 
= 
cd 
o 
e 


aN See add | 


id, pe 
TCs rt 


